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By Mr. Morrill of Haverhill, petition of Charles H. Morrill for
loption of resolutions memorializing Congress in favor of abolishing

the discriminatory tax on certain classes of cigarettes. Constitutional
Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five,

Resolutions memorializing Congress for the Enactment
of Federal Legislation to Substitute Another Tax for
the Discriminatory Tax on Cigarettes selling at a
Low Price.

1 Whereas, The imposition of a Federal tax at the
2 same rate on dime cigarettes as is imposed on cigar-
3 ettes selling at fifteen and twenty cents strengthens
4 the power of the tobacco trust known as “the big
5 four,” tends toward monopoly and threatens to
6 eliminate from the market the lower priced product
7 used by the great majority of consumers, and which
8 is union-made under clean and healthful conditions
9 established by collective bargaining in line with the

10 New Deal, so called, and comprising ninety per cent
11 of the workers in the industry: am
12 Whereas, The fate of the ten cent cigarette and of
13 a majority of the workers on, and of small manu
14 facturers of, cigarettes, hangs in the balance unti
15 this issue is settled; therefore be it
16 Resolved, That the Congress of the United State
17 is hereby earnestly requested to repeal the pre

Oe Commontocaltf) of



2 [Jan. 1935.HOUSE —No. 1677.

18 unfair and discriminatory tax burden and impose
19 other taxes based on selling price and not on volume.
20 A tax of two dollars and seventy cents per thousand
21 on ten cent cigarettes and a tax of three dollars per
22 thousand on fourteen cent and other higher priced
23 cigarettes, as asked for in pending Federal legislation
24 in place of the present tax, which is levied according
25 to volume, of three dollars per thousand cigarettes,
26 or six cents per package of twenty, regardless of the
27 selling price of the same. The Secretary of the Treas-
-28 ury having recommended the change and having
29 stated that it will protect and maintain Federal
30 revenues; and be it further
31 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be for-
-32 warded forthwith by the Secretary of the Common-
-33 wealth to the President of the United States, to the
34 Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, to the
35 presiding officer of each branch of Congress, and to
36 the senators and representatives in the Congress of
37 the United States from Massachusetts.


