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Executive Department, Boston, February 12, 1935

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Section 3, Chapter 5 of the Acts of 1935, provided an
open season for the hunting of Deer in Nantucket County.
The purpose of this act was to reduce the number of deer
in that County to a point consistent with the natural food
supply, and which, if successful, would provide protec-
tion for the agricultural crops and fruit and ornamental
trees against damage by deer.

This open season began February 11, 1935, one-half
hour before sunrise. It was estimated that before twelve
o’clock noon, February 12, 1935, approximately one hun-
dred deer would be killed by hunters.

In my opinion, the elimination of this number of the
animals accomplished the purpose of this act.

It was apparent, moreover, that the rapidly increasing
number of hunters within the limited area of Nantucket
County would result in serious personal injury and loss
of life.

Therefore, to preserve the remaining deer, approxi-
mately two hundred in number, and to avert the possi-
bility of injury to persons in the vicinity where the shoot-
ing has been going on, I asked the Director of the Division
of Fisheries and Game, Department of Conservation,
to issue an order requiring the hunting of Deer in Nan-
tucket County to cease at 12 o’clock noon, February 12,
1935.
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In order that there may be no question as to his author-
ity so to do, I respectfully ask that an act be passed, a
draft of which is appended to this message, validating the
emergency action of the Director and making lawful the
acts of public officers done in reliance upon such action.

JAMES M. CURLEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolve validating Action of the Director of the Division
of Fisheries and Game in Terminating the Open Season
on Deer in Nantucket County.

1 Resolved, That the action of the director of the di-
-2 vision of fisheries and game of the department of con-
-3 servation, on February twelfth of the current year, in
4 terminating the open season on deer in Nantucket
5 county established by section three of chapter five of
6 the acts of the current year, is hereby validated and
7 confirmed, and all acts of public officers in reliance
8 upon such action are hereby declared to be lawful,
9 to the same extent as though authority for said action

10 had been previously granted by the General Court.
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