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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
I am. returning herewith, without my approval, House

Bill No. 1883, entitled “An Act authorizing the City of
Somerville to appropriate money for the use of the school
savings bank of the City of Somerville.”

The purpose of the act is to authorize an immediate
payment not exceeding $14,000 from the public funds of
the city to school children who have made savings de-
posits through the school agencies (see G. L. (Ter. Ed.),
c. 168, § 25, St. 1933, c. 334, § 8) to the extent that such
moneys were deposited in the Somerville Institution for
Savings, with the provision that all dividends received
from such deposits shall go to the city.

Such an appropriation appears to be in the nature of
a gratuity, and I am advised that a statute purporting
to authorize it would be of
But in any event, I am of th
for reimbursement out of the
class of depositors, however
money through deposits in

doubtful constitutionality.
5 opinion that so to provide
public moneys to a special
meritorious, who may lose
a savings bank, is not in

accord with sound public policy. It is, of course, regret-
table, if it be the fact, that the school children will not
otherwise receive ultimately the full amount of then-deposits. Their deposits, though doubtless small in
amount, are of importance to them. But I am con-
strained to believe that such circumstances, however
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strongly they appeal to our sympathies, are not adequate
justification for the establishment of a precedent for
reimbursing out of the public moneys a special class who
have suffered a loss through the closing of a bank in
which their money has been deposited.

Very truly yours,

JAMES M. CURLEY.


