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Mr. Babcock of Milton presented a petition of Lincoln Bryant
relative to the powers and duties of boards of appeal under the
municipal zoning laws in respect to construction of buildings. Mer-
cantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five,

An Act relative to the Powers of Boards of Appeal
under the Municipal Zoning Laws, so called.

1 Section 1. Section thirty of chapter forty of
2 the General Laws, inserted by section one of chap-
-3 ter two hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby amended
5 by inserting after the word “ it ” in the sixty-second
6 line the words: —or within its jurisdiction, —so
7 that the paragraph contained in the sixty-first to
8 the seventieth lines will read as follows: The
9 board of appeals shall fix a reasonable time for

10 the hearing of the appeal or other matter referred
11 to it or within its jurisdiction, and give public notice
12 thereof in an official publication, or a newspaper
13 of general circulation, in the municipality, and also
14 send notice by mail, postage prepaid, to the peti-
-15 tioner and to the owners of all property deemed by

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 the board to be affected thereby, as they appear
17 on the most recent local tax list, and decide the
18 same within a reasonable time. At the hearing any
19 party may appear in person or by agent or by at-
-20 torney.

1 Section 2. Said section thirty, as so inserted, is
2 hereby further amended by inserting after the word
3 “appeal” in the eightieth line the words:— , or
4 upon petition in cases where a license or permit is
5 not required, so that the paragraph contained in
6 the eightieth to ninetieth lines will read as follows:
7 3. To authorize upon appeal, or upon petition in
8 cases where a license or permit is not required with
9 respect to a particular parcel of land a variance

10 from the terms of such an ordinance or by-law
11 where, owing to conditions especially affecting such
12 parcel but not affecting generally the zoning district
13 in which it is located, a literal enforcement of the
14 provisions of the ordinance or by-law would involve
15 substantial hardship to the appellant, and where
16 desirable relief may be granted without substantial
17 detriment to the public good and without sub-
-18 stantially derogating from the intent or purpose of
19 such ordinance or by-law, but not otherwise.


