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By Mr. Flannery of Waltham, petition of Thomas J. Flannery for
adoption of resolutions memorializing the President and Congress of
the United States to assist in protecting the watch making industry
of the Commonwealth and the persons employed therein. Constitu-
tional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolutions memorializing the President and Congress
of the United States in Behalf of the Watch Industry
and the Persons employed Therein.

1 Whereas, It is the often declared policy of the
2 present administration of the government of the
3 United States to maintain or increase the standard of
4 wages paid to American labor and to increase employ-
-5 ment of American labor and reduce unemployment;
6 and
7 Whereas, In pursuance of that policy and pursuant
8 to the National Industrial Recovery Act the watch
9 industry of the United States has recently increased

10 wages approximately twenty per cent during a period
11 when wages in the competing watch industry in
12 Switzerland have been decreased from twenty to
13 forty per cent; and
14 Whereas, The watch industry pays approximately
15 eighty per cent of its cost of production to labor, pro-
-16 duces an article necessary in many industries and to
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17 the Military and naval establishments of the United
18 States in time of war, and is a domestic industry
19 necessary to the public welfare; and
20 Whereas, By reason of the low wages paid to Swiss
21 labor as compared with American labor, and the
22 present low tariff on watch movements, which repre-
-23 sents less than seventy-five per cent of the difference
24 in cost of production between the United States and
25 Switzerland, importations of Swiss watch move-
-26 ments increased from nineteen hundred and thirty-
-27 three to nineteen hundred and thirty-four one hun-
-28 dred and ten per cent and further huge increases
29 have already taken place in nineteen hundred and
30 thirty-five; so that upwards of fifty per cent of our
31 domestic market for watch movements was in nine-
-32 teen hundred and thirty-four taken by Swiss move-
-33 ments which paid duty, not including a large number
34 smuggled, and now much less than one half of our
35 domestic market is available to watch movements
36 made by American labor; and
37 Whereas, The watch industry of the United States
38 has factories and machinery ample to supply the
39 entire domestic market for an indefinite period, and
40 at one time gave employment to approximately eleven
41 thousand skilled workmen, but because of Swiss
42 competition, fostered by the present low tariff on
43 watch movements, has been compelled to lay off
44 during the depression approximately five thousand
45 skilled workmen; and
46 Whereas, The American watch industry is now
47 threatened with a great reduction in the already
48 inadequate tariff on watch movements, through a
49 reciprocal trade agreement between the United States
50 and Switzerland now under consideration by the
51 Department of State of the United States; and
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52 Whereas, The inevitable result of such a reduction

53 in the tariff on watch movements would be the liqui-

-54 dation of the American watch industry or the transfer
55 of its capital to the business of importing from Switzer-
-56 land, in either case preventing the restoration to em-

-57 ployment of the five thousand skilled workers already
58 laid off and throwing out of employment nearly all
59 the remaining six thousand skilled workers in the
60 industry, to be supported by the public at a time when
61 the public ability to provide for the unemployed is
62 already strained to the utmost; all without any pos-
-63 sible advantages to the United States which could to
64 any appreciable extent compensate for this destruc-
-65 tion of a great American industry and consequent
66 continued and increased unemployment; and
67 Whereas, A large part of the watch industry of the
68 United States is centered in Waltham, Massachusetts,
69 so that its loss would seriously injure all business in a
70 populous part of this Commonwealth surrounding and
71 including Waltham, and would impose a severe strain
72 on the finances of several political subdivisions of this
73 Commonwealth, especially the city of Waltham, and
74 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts therefore has a
75 great and particular interest in the preservation to
76 the United States of America of its watch industry;
77 now, therefore, be it
78 Resolved, That the President of the United States,
79 the Secretary of State and all other officers of the
80 United States in any way concerned in the proposed
81 or pending negotiations with Switzerland are respect-
-82 fully and earnestly urged to refrain from committing
83 the United States to any agreement to reduce the
84 tariff on watch movements; and be it further
85 Resolved, That the Congress of the United States
86 is hereby respectfully and earnestly urged to increase
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87 the tariff on watch movements; and be it further
88 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be trans-
-89 mitted forthwith by the Secretary of the Common-
-90 wealth to the President of the United States, to the
91 Secretary of State of the United States, to the pre-
-92 siding officer of each branch of Congress, and to the
93 Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the
94 United States from Massachusetts.


