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House of Representatives, May 21, 1935.
The committee on Labor and Industries, to whom

were referred so much of the second report of the spe-
cial commission (including members of the General
Court) established to investigate relative to means of
preventing discrimination against certain persons in em-
ployment on account of their age and relative to old age
assistance and certain related matters (House, No. 1875)
as relates to establishing a state fund for compensating
employees injured in industrial accidents and enabling-
employers to insure their own risks, the petition (ac-
companied by resolve, House, No. 1048) of Edward E.
Clark foi investigation by a special commission (includ-
ing members of the General Court) of the general sub-ject of compensation for employees injured in industrial
accidents and of their dependents, and the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 1111) of Alfred B.Cenedella that the word “employer” be defined as itrelates to labor and that certain employers be requiredto secure permits from the Department of Labor and

report the accompanying resolve (House, No.
For the committee,

H. C. LODGE, Jr.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special Com-
mission relative to Workmen’s Compensation and
Certain Related Matters.

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to
2 consist of two members of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof, five members of the house
4 to be designated by the speaker thereof, and four
5 persons to be appointed by the governor, of whom
6 one shall be a representative of industry, one a repre-
-7 sentative of labor, one a representative of the insur-
-8 ance companies writing workmen’s compensation
9 insurance in this commonwealth and one a represen-

-10 tative of either the department of labor and industries,
11 the department of industrial accidents or the division
12 of insurance, is hereby established to make an in-

-13 vestigation and general study of the subject of work-
-14 men’s compensation, including, with other matters,
15 the following: the proportion of laborers, work-
-16 men and mechanics in this commonwealth who are
17 now protected against the effects of industrial acci-
-18 dents and diseases under the existing workmen’s
19 compensation law; the proportion of the premiums
20 paid by employers in this commonwealth under the
21 existing law that goes to pay workmen’s compensa-
-22 tion benefits; the feasibility and desirability of a
23 compulsory act, taking into account the experience
24 of other states that have compulsory acts; the feasi-
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25 bility and desirability of establishing a state fund
26 to insure or provide workmen’s compensation bene-
-27 fits, taking into account the experience of other
28 states which have such funds: the effect, if any,
29 which the existing law has in causing discrimination
30 on account of age in employment of laborers, work-
-31 men and mechanics and in their continuance in
32 employment; and what steps, if any, should be taken
33 to avoid or reduce the cost to industry of the increas-
-34 ing burden of workmen’s compensation. Said com-
-35 mission shall hold hearings, shall be provided with
36 quarters in the state house or elsewhere, shall receive
37 such assistance as it may require from the division
38 of insurance, especially its actuarial staff, from the
39 department of labor and industries, from the de-
-40 partment of industrial accidents, and from any other
41 state department, commission, board or officer.
42 Said commission shall have the power to summon
43 witnesses, require the production of books, records,
44 contracts and papers, and require the giving of testi-
-45 mony under oath. Said commission may expend for
46 expenses and expert, clerical and other assistance
47 such sums, not exceeding in the aggregate
48 thousand dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated,
49 and may also expend such sums and avail itself of
50 such assistance as may be provided for any of the
51 purposes of its investigations by the federal govern-
-52 ment. Said commission shall report to the general
53 court the results of its investigations and its recom-
-54 mendations, if any, together with drafts of legisla-
-55 tion necessary to carry said recommendations into
06 effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house
5" of representatives not later than the second Wednes-
-58 day in January in the year nineteen hundred and
59 thirty-six.




