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House of Representatives, May 21, 1935.

The committee on Labor and Industries, to whom
were referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 715) of Charles A. Kelley for legislation relative to
compensation for deaths under the laws relating to in-
dustrial accidents, and the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 1285) of John E. Daniels for appointment
of skilled physicians as a board of occupational disease
referees to act in certain cases of industrial accidents,
report the accompanying bill (House, No. 2147).

For the committee,

H. C. LODGE, Jr.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act providing for the Reference of Certain Cases
under the Workmen’s Compensation Act to Industrial
Disease Referees.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and fifty-two of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 nine A, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the
4 following new section: —•

5 Section 98. The board of registration in medicine
6 shall, as soon as this section takes effect, prepare and
7 transmit to the department a list of licensed physicians
8 skilled in the diagnosis and treatment of industrial
9 diseases. In the event of any employee, or in case of his

10 death his legal representative or dependents, making a

11 claim for compensation alleging that his injury is due
12 to an industrial disease, the industrial accident board
13 shall submit the claim to three physicians selected by
14 it from said list, who shall be impartial and not re-

-15 lated to the employee by blood or marriage, or con-
-16 nected with either party, or with any insurance com-
-17 pany writing workmen’s compensation insurance in
18 this commonwealth, professionally or in any way which
19 might cause bias for or against either party. Such
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20 three physicians shall be known as industrial disease
21 referees. They may make such examinations of the
22 employee and cause to be made such inspections of the
23 place or places of employment as they deem necessary,
24 and shall report their diagnosis to the department.
25 The insurer shall reimburse the department for the
26 fees and other expenses of such referees, subject to the
27 approval of the industrial accident board. The diag-
-28 nosis shall be made by a majority vote of the referees,
29 and shall be included in the decision of the single
30 member and in the decision of the reviewing board,
31 and such diagnosis shall be binding on the parties.
32 The reviewing board, if a claim for review is filed* may
33 refer the matter back to the industrial disease referees
34 for further diagnosis. The board of registration in
35 medicine from time to time may, and on request of
36 the industrial accident board shall, revise the list of
37 physicians from which industrial disease referees may
38 be appointed, and shall notify the department in
39 writing of such revision.




