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House of Representatives, June 5, 1935.

The committee on Public Health, to whom were
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 213) of Frank Hurley for legislation relative to the
construction and equipment of additions to the West-
field State Sanatorium and relative to making provision
for the care and treatment of residents of the four western
counties, so called, suffering from pulmonary tuber-
culosis, and the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 308) of Frank Hurley that provision be made for
the establishment and maintenance, in the western part
of the Commonwealth, of a hospital for the treatment
of cancer and for the temporary relief and treatment of
persons suffering from cancer, report the accompanying
bill (House, No. 2197).

For the committee,

WILLIAM C. LUNNEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act the Construction and Equipment of
Additions to the Westfield State Sanatorium, and rela-
tive to making Provision for the Care and Treatment
of Residents of the Four Western Counties, so called,
suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosis or from Cancer.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat|,its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public health and con-
-5 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public health is
2 hereby authorized to construct and equip additions
3 to the Westfield state sanatorium, of a capacity of
4 not less than two hundred nor more than two hundred
5 and fifty beds, and may expend for such purposes
6 such sums as may hereafter be appropriated. Said
7 additions shall include a separate ward of fifty beds
8 for the care and treatment of persons suffering from
9 cancer, together with all rooms and facilities necessary

10 for the prevention, treatment and cure of cancer by
11 the most approved methods.

1 Section 2. Upon completion of said cancer ward,
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2 patients may be admitted thereto in the same manner

3 and upon the same terms as to the Pondville hospital

4 under sections sixty-nine A to sixty-nine D, inclusive,
5 of chapter one hundred and eleven of the General

6 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition
7 thereof, and the provisions of said sections shall, so

8 far as apt, apply to such hospital.

1 Section 3. Pending the construction and prep-

-2 aration of the cancer ward provided for in this act,
3 the said department may expend, in the current

4 fiscal year, subject to appropriation, a sum not
5 exceeding dollars for the prevention of
6 cancer and for the care and treatment of cancer
7 patients in hospitals other than Pondville.

1 Section 4. Chapter one hundred and eleven of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section sixty-five A, as appearing in the Tercen-
-4 tenary Edition, the following new section:
5 Section 658. The department may admit to the
6 Westfield state sanatorium adult persons suffering
7 from pulmonary tuberculosis; provided, that no per-
-8 son shall be admitted who has not been a resident of
9 the commonwealth for at least six months preceding

10 the date of his application for admission. Unless the
11 commissioner considers that an exception should be
12 made, preference shall be given to patients having a
13 legal settlement in the commonwealth.

1 Section 5. Section sixty-six of said chapter one
2 hundred and eleven, as most recently amended by
3 chapter two hundred and nineteen of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby further
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5 amended by striking out the sixth sentence, so as to
6 read as follows:
7 Section 66. The charges for the support of each
8 inmate in a state sanatorium shall be seven dollars a
9 week, and shall be paid quarterly. Such charges

10 for those not having known settlements in the com-
-11 monwealth shall be paid by it, and may afterward
12 be recovered by the state treasurer of the inmates,
13 if they are able- to pay, or of any person or kindred
14 bound by law to maintain them, or of the place of
15 their settlement subsequently ascertained; but for
16 those having known settlements in the common-

-17 wealth, the charges shall be paid either by the per-
-18 sons bound to pay them or by the town where such
19 inmates had their settlement, unless security to the
20 satisfaction of the commissioner is given for their
21 support. If any person or town refuses or neglects
22 to pay such charges the state treasurer may recover
23 the same to the use of the sanatorium. A town which
24 pays the charges for the support of an inmate of a
25 state sanatorium shall have like rights and remedies
26 to recover the amount thereof, with interest and costs,
27 from the town of his settlement or from such person
28 of sufficient ability, or from any person bound by law
29 to maintain him, as if such charges had been incurred
30 in the ordinary support of such inmate. If in any
31 case the charges, as established by this section, for
32 the support of an adult inmate are not paid in accord-
-33 ance with this section by the inmate or by the persons
34 bound to pay them and a town becomes liable to pay
35 them, such town shall be liable to pay such sum, in
36 addition to such charges, as shall be fixed by the de-
-37 partment. In such a case, the provisions of this
38 section relative to the recovery of charges by the
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39 state treasurer, and by a town from the town of
40 settlement, shall apply to the recovery of such total

41 amount. In all proceedings under this section, the
42 sworn written statement of a person that he is the
43 superintendent of a state sanatorium or that he keeps
44 or has custody of records of accounts of inmates
45 thereof, and that a certain person has been an inmate
46 therein during a certain period at a certain charge
47 and that no satisfactory security was given shall be
48 prima facie evidence of said facts.

1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 seventy-nine, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: -
5 Section 79. A contract, entered into before Sep-
-6 tember first, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, and
7 approved by the department after a petition made to
8 it and a public hearing thereon, between the county
9 commissioners of any two or more counties for the
10 express purpose of supplying within a reasonable time,
11 as provided in the conditions of approval of the de-
-12 partment, and guaranteeing adequate hospital pro-
-13 vision for tubercular patients coming under section
14 seventy-eight, shall be deemed satisfactory compliance
15 with said section for such counties or sections of
16 counties as are designated in the contract; and such
If contracts shall, subject to the approval of the depart-
-18 ment, be renewable upon terms satisfactory to the
19 contracting parties; provided that the term of any

20 such contract shall not exceed three years; and pro-
-1 ™ied, further, that if such contracts are not renewed

-2 and approved by the department at least six months
"3 before they expire, or if the contracts are renewed and



[JuneHOUSE —No. 2197.6

24 the department shall refuse approval on the grounds
25 that by reason of changed circumstances the contract
26 will be inadequate properly to protect the public
27 health of the communities affected by it, and the
28 contracting parties fail, within three months before
29 the time when the previous contract expires, to agree
30 to a renewal of the contract upon terms approved by
31 the said department, the duties and obligations rela-
-32 tive to supplying adequate hospital care for such
33 counties or sections of counties imposed upon county
34 commissioners by sections seventy-eight to ninety,
35 inclusive, shall be in full force and effect. The county
36 commissioners of any county may, in like manner
37 and subject to the foregoing provisions relative to
38 renewal, contract with the department, for a term of
39 not less than five nor more than ten years, for suit-
-40 able hospital provision for tubercular patients from
41 such county at any state sanatorium designated by the
42 department; and no such contract shall be made by
43 the department unless in its opinion suitable accom-
-44 modations can be furnished at such sanatorium for
45 the treatment and care of such patients without inter-
-46 fering with other functions of such sanatorium. Any
47 such contract with the department shall be deemed
48 satisfactory compliance with section seventy-eight.

1 Section 7. Each of the cities of Springfield, Hol-
-2 yoke and Chicopee may, prior to October first, nine-
-3 teen hundred and thirty-six, discontinue its tuberculo-
-4 sis hospital, and upon such discontinuance the terri-
-5 tory within the limits of each such city shall become a
6 part of the Hampden County Tuberculosis Hospital
7 District and shall be subject to all the provisions of
8 sections seventy-eight to ninety, inclusive, of chapter
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9 one hundred and eleven of the General Laws, as hereby
10 and otherwise amended. After such discontinuance
11 by the city of Springfield, the provisions of section
12 ninety-one of said chapter one hundred and eleven,
13 granting an exemption from the provisions of said
14 sections seventy-eight to ninety, inclusive, to any city
15 having one hundred thousand or more inhabitants
16 shall not apply in the case of said city.




