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Mr. Small of Truro presented a petition of E. Hayes Small relative

to calling of certain town meetings in a manner approved by the
Attorney-General and to validating the proceedings of certain town
meetings heretofore held. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to the Calling of Town Meetings and the
Validating of the Acts and Proceedings of Certain
Towns.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section ten of chapter thirty-nine of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “town” as it first appears in the seventh
4 line the words: —or in a manner approved by the
5 attorney general, so as to read as follows: Section
6 10. Every town meeting, except as hereinafter pro-
-7 vided shall be called in pursuance of a warrant, under
8 the hands of the selectmen, notice of which shall be
9 given at least seven days before such meeting. The
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10 warrant shall be directed to the constables or to some
11 other persons, who shall forthwith give notice of such
12 meeting in the manner prescribed by the by-laws, or,
13 if there are no by-laws, by a vote of the town, or in a
14 manner approved by the attorney general. The war-
-15 rant for all town meetings shall state the time and
16 place of holding the meeting and the subjects to be
17 acted upon thereat. The selectmen shall insert in the
18 warrant for the annual meeting all subjects the inser-
-19 tion of which shall be requested of them in writing by
20 ten or more registered voters of the town and in the
21 warrant for every special town meeting all subjects the
22 insertion of which shall be requested of them in writing
23 by one hundred registered voters or by ten per cent of
24 the total number of registered voters of the town. No
25 action shall be valid unless the subject matter thereof
26 is contained in the warrant. Two or more distinct
27 town meetings for distinct purposes may be called by
28 the same warrant.

1 Section 2. All town meetings called in pursuance
2 of a warrant, under the hands of the selectmen, notice
3 of which was given at least seven days before such
4 meeting, and proceedings of its officers so far as said
5 elections, meetings, acts or proceedings were invalid
6 by reason of the failure to call the meetings in accord-
-7 ance with a vote or by-law of the town or with section
8 ten of chapter thirty-nine of the General Laws or cor-

-9 responding provisions of earlier laws, are hereby vali-
10 dated and confirmed.


