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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

My attention has been directed by the Chairman of the
Metropolitan District Commission to the menace to pub-
lic health in the towns of Winchester and Stoneham and
the cities of Woburn, and Medford, due to inadequate
sewerage facilities. The North system of the Metropoli-
tan Sewerage Works was designed in 1889 and constructed
to serve a growth of population estimated to reach its
maximum in 1930, but unfortunately the maximum was
reached several years prior to 1930, with the result that
there has been a continuous discharge of overflow sewer-
age along the highways and in the Aberjona River, which
during the past few years has become an open sewer.

At a considerable expenditure of money the town of
Winchester established a playground and swimming
beach in the vicinity of the Aberjona River but due to the
unsanitary conditions created by sewerage discharge in
this fresh water body, the state board of Health has pro-
hibited bathing.

I cannot too strongly stress the necessity for immediate
action, due to the ever present possibility of an epidemic
resulting from the conditions which have obtained without
the taking of relief measures for a period of more than five
years. It is estimated by the Metropolitan District Com-
mission that it will be necessary to rebuild twenty-eight
and one half miles of Metropolitan sewers in the North
System, at an estimated cost of 115,000,000. The com-
pletion of an enlarged North System would anticipate
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the requirements until the year 1965, but our immediate
concern is providing health protection and relief to the
cities and towns affected as speedily as possible. It is
estimated that $2,800,000 will be necessary to provide the
required relief for the cities of Woburn and Medford and
the towns of Winchester and Stoneham, and I accordingly
recommend the adoption of the accompanying bill, which
has been drafted by the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion.

Section 1. The Metropolitan District Commission is
hereby authorized and directed to construct a main sewer
or sewers, with sewer connections and other works, in the
valleys of Aberjona and Mystic Rivers and through other
territory in the towns and cities of Stoneham, Woburn,
Winchester and Medford from a point near the Stoneham,
Winchester and Woburn boundary lines to such a point
of connection in the north metropolitan sewerage system
as said commission may deem best, in accordance with
surveys and plans prepared by said commission as author-
ized and directed by chapter 92 of the General Laws.
For such purposes, including any expenditures on account
of the purchase or taking of land or damages to land
occasioned by the construction hereinbefore provided for,
the said commission may expend a sum not exceeding two
million eight hundred thousand dollars ($2,800,000).

Section 2. To meet the expenditures authorized by
section one, the state treasurer may issue, with the ap-
proval of the governor and council, bonds to an amount
not exceeding two million eight hundred thousand dollars
($2,800,000), to be designated on the face thereof: Metro-
politan Sewerage Loan, North System. Such bonds shall
be issued as coupon or registered bonds for such term of
years as may be recommended by the governor in accord-
ance with section three of Article LXIL, of the amend-
ments to the constitution, and shall bear interest at such
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rate as shall be fixed by the state treasurer with the ap-
proval of the governor and council. The interest and
serial bond requirements on account of the moneys ex-
pended in constructing that part of the north metropolitan
sewerage system provided for in section one, and the cost
of maintenance and operation thereof, shall be deemed to
be, and shall be paid as, a part of the interest, sinking
fund or serial bond requirements and costs specified in
chapter four hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of eight-
een hundred and eighty-nine and acts in amendment
thereof and in addition thereto and affecting the same,
and shall be apportioned, assessed and collected in the
manner provided by the provisions of chapter ninety-two
of the General Laws relative to the north metropolitan
sewerage system.




