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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, without my approval, a
“Resolve in Favor of John E. Sullivan of Springfield.”

This resolve provides for the payment of $lOOO to
John E. Sullivan on account of the death of his son,
Francis L. Sullivan, who according to the resolve was
killed in the year 1932 by being accidentally shot by a
State Police Officer.

I am informed that Francis L. Sullivan was operating
an automobile on October 25, 1932, through the town of
Palmer when he was signaled by a police officer to stop.
This he refused to do, and thereupon he was pursued
by the State Police Officer who whistled to him to stop,
whereupon Sullivan turned his car sharply to the left
forcing the State Officer into the ditch and nearly hitting
a car and then speeded off. The State Police Officer
again pursued him and again whistled for him to stop,
but Sullivan again pulled to the left across the path of the
Officer, thereupon the Officer fired at the car Sullivan
was operating and punctured the gasoline tank, one shot
going wild and striking Sullivan in the fleshy part of
the right shoulder. He was then brought to the hospital
for treatment. He refused treatment and left the hos-
pital and sought treatment at a hospital at Springfield
some distance away. An operation was there performed,
but while under the ether, Sullivan died.

It is clear from this brief resume of the facts that
Sullivan was totally to blame for the creation of a dan-
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gerous situation not only to himself but to others on
the highway. His deliberate refusal to comply with the
request of the officer of the law persisted after he had
been sufficiently warned to stop his automobile. I do
not think that under the circumstances there is any claim
either moral or legal against the Commonwealth arising
out of the circumstances above narrated.

JAMES M. CURLEY.


