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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am submitting for your consideration a recommen-
dation relative to the widening and reconstruction of
Ocean Avenue in the City of Revere, namely, that the
limiting conditions contained in Chapter Three Hundred
and Seventy-Five of the Acts of Nineteen Hundred and
Thirty-Five authorizing this work be revised so that
this work may be undertaken at once.

The Act referred to provided in Section three that the
taking of lands shall be made in accordance with Chap-
ter Eighty-A of the General Laws, rather than in ac-
cordance with Chapter 79, General Laws, as has been
customary in similar undertakings. It is understood that
this limiting condition or method of procedure in regard
to the taking of property, was imposed by the act, due
to the fact that the brief time allowed the Department
of Public Works to prepare an estimate of cost of the
proposed work, to be inserted in the Act, did not make
it possible for the Department to ascertain this cost with
reasonable accuracy. The method therein defined for
acquiring necessary land, under Chapter 80-A, is more
cumbersome and therefore has caused delay in this un-
dertaking.

The Department of Public Works has recently com-
pleted a study of this undertaking and made a careful
estimate of cost of land takings and construction. The
Department’s estimate of the total cost of this project
is $610,000, which is $50,000 more than was authorized
by said Chapter 375. The Department is confident that
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the whole project, including the land damage costs, will
not exceed this total figure.

Under these circumstances, I feel warranted in recom-
mending that the aforesaid Act be amended in accord-
ance with the accompanying draft, and more particularly
I feel that these changes will make it possible to acceler-
ate this project and release at once the funds which have
been reserved by legislative authorization from the high-
way fund of nineteen hundred and thirty-four and
thirty-five, totalling $280,000; my recommendation
includes also an authorization to increase the allowed
expenditure by amount of $50,000 one-half of which
could be authorized from such funds as may be made
available for use by the Department for construction of
highways, the balance to be paid one-half by the
cities and towns of the Metropolitan Park district and
one-half by the City of Revere.

The early completion of this improvement is deemed
of great importance due to the fact that this road will
afford a much needed facility for handling the increasing
traffic which has been brought into this vicinity by the
recently constructed arteries, including the reconstruction
of the southerly portion of Ocean Avenue to its intersec-
tion with Beach Street. The work authorized by Chapter
375 will extend this improvement further along Ocean
Avenue to its intersection with Revere Street and the
Revere Beach Parkway, making possible the complete
utilization of this thoroughfare.

Furthermore, in justice to property owners abutting
on this avenue, the Commonwealth should complete this
work at an early date inasmuch as the owners are required
to pay taxes and yet are prevented from making improve-
ments to property thereby deriving suitable returns until
the uncertainty of changes due to widenings are cleared
up.

Of even greater importance, also, is the fact that this
project, already authorized, should be started at once to
provide much needed work and wages in the present
crisis of unemployment.

JAMES M. CURLEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to the Widening and Reconstruction of
Ocean Avenue in the City of Revere by the Depart-
ment of Public Works.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-

-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter three hundred
2 and seventy-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 thirty-four is hereby amended by striking out, in the
4 seventh and eighth lines, the words “five hundred
5 and sixty” and inserting in place thereof the words:
6 six hundred and ten, so as to read as follows:
7 Section 2. The cost of the work provided for by sec-

-8 tion one, including any damages awarded or paid on

9 account of any taking of land or property therefor,
10 or for injury to the same, and any sums paid for
11 lands or rights purchased, and all other expenses in-
-12 curred in carrying out the provisions of this act,
13 shall be deemed to be the cost of the work; provided,
14 such cost shall not exceed, in the aggregate, the sum

15 of six hundred and ten thousand dollars.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter three hundred and
2 seventy-five is hereby further amended by striking
3 out section three and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 3. The department may, on behalf of the
6 commonwealth, take by eminent domain under chap-
-7 ter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire by
8 purchase or otherwise, such public or private lands,
9 public parks or reservations, or parts thereof or rights

10 therein, or lands or rights therein under the control
11 of the metropolitan district commission or public
12 ways, as it may deem necessary for carrying out the
13 provisions of section one, including such land or
14 rights in land as may be necessary for the construc-
-15 tion of any necessary drainage outlets; provided,
16 that no damages shall be paid for public lands,
17 parks, parkways, reservations or public ways so
18 taken.

1 Section 3. Section four of said chapter three
2 hundred and seventy-five is hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Said chapter three hundred and
2 seventy-five is hereby further amended by striking
3 out section five and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 5. Of the total cost of the work provided
6 for by section one, one half shall be paid by the com-
-7 monwealth from such appropriations as may here-
-8 after be made, not exceeding two hundred thousand
9 dollars being paid from the Highway Fund of nine-

-10 teen hundred and thirty-four, and the balance not
11 exceeding one hundred and five thousand dollars
12 from the Highway Fund of nineteen hundred and
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13 thirty-five; one fourth by the city of Revere; and
14 one fourth by the municipalities of the metropolitan
15 parks district, including the city of Revere, in pro-
-16 portion to the respective taxable valuations of the
17 property of said municipalities as defined in section
18 fifty-nine of chapter ninety-two of the General Laws,
19 the same to be assessed on said municipalities in the
20 year nineteen hundred and thirty-five.

1 Section 5. Chapter three hundred and seventy-
-2 five is hereby further amended by adding at the end
3 thereof the following new section:
4 Section 7. When the work herein authorized shall
5 have been completed, the same shall be transferred
6 to the control of said city of Revere and shall be kept
7 in good condition and repair by it, except that any
8 land belonging to the metropolitan district commis-
-9 sion shall remain under the control of said commission.
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