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HOUSE No. 2314

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith, without my approval, House

Bill No. 2293, entitled, “An Act relative to the Redivi-
sion of the City of Boston into Wards and to the Enum-
eration of the Legal Voters therein.”

Chapter 54, Section 1, of the General Laws, Ter-
centenary Edition, provides that “In 1924 and every
tenth year thereafter, in December a city, by vote of its
council, may make a new division of its territory into
such number of wards as may be fixed by law.” No
such new division was made by the City Council of
Boston in the year 1934, which it was permitted to do
pursuant to the above referred provision for reasons
which it must be assumed they consider sufficient.

If the continuance of the present ward lines in Boston
tended to work a hardship or a substantial injustice on
the voters of Boston, there might be a reason for the
Legislature creating a commission to assume the duties
now imposed upon the Boston City Council by reason
of Chapter 54, Section 1, and making new7 division of
the wrards of the City, but I am unable to find any suf-
ficient reasons existent.

One of the uses of wards as political subdivisions is
to serve as a basis for representative and senatorial
districts.

The total number of registered voters in the State in
1934 was 1,843,792, there being two hundred and forty

representatives in the General Court. It follows theo-
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retically that each block of 7,682 voters should be en-
titled to one representative. Boston had 319,715registered voters in 1934, and on the basis just stated
Boston would be allowed forty-two representatives in
the next apportionment of legislative districts. It now
has twenty-two wards; the number of legal voters in
each ward varies from 19,250 in the largest ward to
10,786 in the smallest ward.

There is no substantial difficulty in the apportioning
foity-one or forty-two representatives among these wards
on a basis of 7600 voters to a representative by allowing
the larger wards three representatives and combining
in several instances two of the smaller wards into a repre-
sentative district with three representatives.

It is also true that the present City Council of Boston
consists of twenty-two members, one from each ward,
and that the smallest ward has the same representation
as the largest, and I do not consider this of great im-
portance in view of the fact that the Boston City Council
is elected on a non-partisan basis and without party
designation, and its number, basis of election, and
powers, can be and have been in the past subjected to the
pleasure of the Legislature.

The adoption of this bill, I am informed, would neces-
sitate the taking of a new census of legal voters of Boston
by new ward lines and the taking of this census together
with the other expenses involved by the division of the
city into forty-five wards would be a burden upon the
city which, in my opinion, would not be justified under
present conditions.

JAMES M. CURLEY.


