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Accompanying the second recommendation of the Auditor of the
Commonwealth (House, No. 2). State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act providing for the auditing by the state
AUDITOR OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTS SO FAR AS THEY

RELATE TO FUNDS RECEIVED FROM THE COMMONWEALTH

AS STATE AID OR REIMBURSEMENT.

1 Section twelve of chapter eleven of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “taxa-
-4 tion” in the fifth line the words: —, and of the
5 accounts of all municipalities so far as they relate
6 to funds received from the commonwealth as state
7 aid or reimbursement, and by inserting after the
8 word “examine” in the sixteenth line the words;

9 , nor shall it affect in any way the powers and
10 duties of said director in the auditing of municipal
11 accounts, so as to read as follows: Section 12.
12 The department of the state auditor shall annually
13 make a careful audit of the accounts of all depart-
-14 ments, offices, commissions, institutions and ac-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 tivities of the commonwealth, including those of the
16 income tax division of the department of corpora-
-17 tions and taxation, and of the accounts of all munici-
-18 palities so far as they relate to funds received from
19 the commonwealth as state aid or reimbursement,

20 and for said purpose the authorized officers and
21 employees of said department of the state auditor
22 shall have access to such accounts at reasonable
23 times and said department may require the pro-
-24 duction of books, documents and vouchers, except
25 tax returns, relating to any matter within the scope
26 of such audit. The accounts of the last named de-
-27 partment shall be subject at any time to such ex-
-28 animation as the governor and council or the general
29 court may order. Said department shall comply with
30 any written regulations, consistent with law, relative
31 to its duties made by the governor and council. This
32 section shall not apply to the accounts of state offi-
-33 cers which the director of accounts of the department
34 of corporations and taxation is required by law to
35 examine, nor shall it affect in any way the powers
36 and duties of said director in the auditing of munic-
-37 ipal accounts. The department of the state auditor
38 shall keep no books or records except records of
39 audits made by it, and its annual report shall relate
40 only to such audits.


