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Accompanying, the fifth recommendation of the Auditor of the
Commonwealth (House, No. 2). State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act transferring certain powers and duties
FROM THE COMPTROLLER TO THE STATE AUDITOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Sections sixteen and seventeen of
2 chapter seven of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, are hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. Said chapter seven is hereby further
2 amended by adding at the end the two following new
3 sections:
4 Section 36. The state auditor shall design and
5 instal a new accounting system for the common-
-6 wealth as provided by chapter five hundred and
7 forty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-8 two and prescribe the requisite forms and books of
9 account to be used by each department, office, com-

-10 mission and institution of the commonwealth. After
11 such installation, no form or book of account other
12 than that prescribed as aforesaid shall be used with-
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13 out the approval of the state auditor. He may
14 revise such forms, books or system from time to
15 time. He shall prepare and distribute a book of in-
-16 structions covering the use and application of said
17 new accounting system for the guidance of the ac-

-18 counting personnel in the various departments,
19 offices, commissions and institutions of the com-

-20 monwealth.
21 Section 37. The state auditor shall keep all gen-
-22 eral books of account and determine the extent and
23 character of subsidiary accounts to be kept by all
24 departments, offices, commissions and institutions
25 of the commonwealth. He shall have full authority
26 to prescribe, regulate and make changes in the
27 methods of keeping and rendering accounts. He
28 shall establish in each such department, office,
29 commission and institution a proper system of ac-
-30 counts, which shall be uniform so far as is practicable,
31 and a proper system of accounting for stores, supplies,
32 materials and products, and may provide, where he
33 deems it necessary, for a continuing inventory thereof.
34 He shall provide such safeguards and systems of
35 checking as will ensure, so far as possible, the proper
36 collection of all revenue due the commonwealth;
37 and, where he deems it necessary, shall provide that
38 forms and receipts shall be numbered consecutively,
39 making each such department, officer, commission or
40 institution responsible for their use or cancellation.


