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Department of Correction
tate House, Boston, December 1, 1

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representat

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition),
the Department of Correction presents herewith such
portions of its annual report for the year ending Decem-
ber 31, 1937 (Pub. Doc. No. 115), as embody recom-
mendations for legislative action, the same being accom-
panied by drafts to cover the legislation recommended.
The drafts of bills have been submitted to Counsel for
the House of Representatives, as required by law.

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Commissioner of Correction

Cbe CommontoealtJ) of C^assadbusetts
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I renew myrecommendation of last year for the passage
of a law which will allow of the appointment to the prison
service of men who have successfully served their enlist-
ment of five years as members of the State Police. Their
training as State Police officers should eminently fit them
for the work required in the prison service.

ine Alleged Insane Prisoners.
The State Comptroller has ruled that there is no pro-

vision in the law at the present time for the payment of
experts, by the institution, who examine alleged insane
prisoners confined therein. This situation has existed
since the revision of the insanity laws in 1909 (chapter
509). I recommend the passage of a law which will
return the situation to its original status.

3. Appointment of Deputy Commissioner to Act in
the Commissioner’s Absence.

The law allows the appointment by the Commissioner
of Correction of two deputies, but at present it provides
that only one of them shall be designated to discharge the
duties of the Commissioner in his absence or disability.
This law, as it at present stands, makes for delay and
inconvenience in connection with approving schedules of
bills and orders of transfers, and it is my wish that in the
absence of the deputy designated to discharge the duties
of the Commissioner during his absence, the other
deputy shall have the same authority.

2. Compensation for Experts Designated to Exam-

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. Appointments to the Prison Service.
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The amendment requested to section 127 of chapter 127,
General Laws, is to correct a situation brought about by
the fact that in 1930 the Board of Parole was authorized
to issue revoke warrants instead of the Commissioner of
Correction. The only warrants issued by the Depart-
ment of Correction are the revoke warrants issued for
parolees who have violated the conditions of their parole.
It is to serve these warrants that employees of the De-
partment of Correction are designated as special State
Police officers, and I wish to have the law conform with
the present practice.

5. Pension of Certain Prison Officers and
Employees.

The Prison Officers Retirement Law, so called, con-
tained in sections 46, 47 and 48 of chapter 32, General
Laws, makes no provision for a pension allowance based
on maintenance. There are still a few prison officers
whose cash salary is quite small, which in turn makes for
a very meager pension on their retirement. By amending
this law I am simply following the practice established in
connection with the pension allowance to county em-
ployees under their new retirement law.

6. Amendment to the Law Allowing Inmates to

Attend the Funeral of their Next of Kin.
Chapter 127, section 90A of the General Laws, allows

an inmate of a penal institution, with certain restrictions,
to attend the funeral of his next of kin. This has proved
in many cases a salutary influence upon the inmate. It
has been found, however, that it is sometimes inadvisable
to allow the inmate to attend the funeral, but it would
be greatly to his benefit to view the body some time
between the date of death and date of burial. For this
reason, I ask that the law be amended so that the head
of the institution may use his discretion in the matter.

4. Powers of Certain Special State Police Officers.
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