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Accompanying the third recommendation of the Department of
Labor and Industries (House, No. 33). Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act making decisions of the board of concilia-
tion AND ARBITRATION MORE BINDING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section five of chapter one hundred and fifty of
2 the General Laws, as amended, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out all of the words in lines one,
4 two, three and four, as far as, and including the
5 word “employees” in line four, and substituting in
6 place thereof the following words: If a controversy
7 exists between an employer and his employees,
8 and by striking out, in lines seventeen, eighteen,
9 nineteen, twenty and twenty-one, the words “or

10 until the expiration of sixty days after either party
11 has given notice in writing to the other party and to
12 the board of his intention not to be bound thereby.
13 Such notice may be given to said employees by post-
-14 ing it in three conspicuous places in the shop or
15 factory where they work”, and substituting in place
16 thereof the following: unless by agreement of both
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17 parties it is stipulated in the application that the
18 contract is to be for a longer period of time, in which
19 event the decision of the board will be binding for
20 the length of time agreed upon by both parties in
21 their application, —so as to read as follows:
22 Section 5. If a controversy exists between an em-
-23 ployer and his employees the board shall, upon appli-
-24 cation as provided in the following section, as soon as
25 practicable visit the place where the controversy
26 exists and make careful inquiry into its cause, and
27 may, with the consent of the governor, conduct such
28 inquiry outside the commonwealth. The board shall
29 hear all persons interested who come before it, advise
30 the respective parties what ought to be done or sub-
-31 mitted to by either or both to adjust said contro-
-32 versy, and make a written decision thereof which
33 shall at once be ma.de public, shall be open to public
34 inspection and shall be recorded by the board. A
35 short statement thereof may, in the discretion of the
36 board, be published in the annual report, and the
37 board shall cause a copy thereof to be filed with the
38 clerk of the town in which said business is carried on.
39 Said decision shall for six months be binding upon
40 the parties who join in said application, unless by
41 agreement of both parties it is stipulated in the
42 application that the contract is to run for a longer
43 period of time, in which event the decision of the
44 board will be binding for the length of time agreed
45 upon by both parties in their application.


