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Department of Public Welfare

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of

chapter 30 of the General Laws, the Department of
Public Welfare has the honor to submit herewith such
parts of its annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 17) as contain
recommendations for legislative action, with accompany-
ing bills.
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I. Duties of the Trustees of the State Infirmary.

Under existing law, notwithstanding the fact that the
State Infirmary is placed in the Division of Aid and
Relief of the Department of Public Welfare, the Com-
missioner of Public Welfare has no control over the man-
agement of the institution. The purpose of this act is to
place the management of the State Infirmary directly
under the responsibility of the superintendent of the
State Infirmary, subject to the approval of the Commis-
sioner of Public Welfare. Commissioners of other de-
partments have such control of the institutions placed in
their departments as is requested by the Commissioner
of Public Welfare in this bill.

11. Ownership op Unoccupied Land by' Persons
Otherwise Eligible for Old Age Assistance.

Under existing law, local bureaus of old age assistance
are unable to approve applications for old age assistance
if the applicant owns real estate upon which he does not
reside. Experience in the supervision of the Old Age
Assistance Law has developed the fact that occasionally
applicants own vacant land of limited assessed valuation
which under existing conditions they are unable to dis-
pose of, or in some instances such unoccupied land may
prove to be of some benefit to the applicant. I therefore
recommend that the Old Age Assistance Law be amended
so that certain deserving citizens ineligible under existing
law may become eligible for consideration.

111. Ownership of Certain Insurance Policies by

Certain Persons Otherwise Eligible for
Old Age Assistance.

Under the existing provision of the Old Age Assistance
Law in relation to the ownership of policies of insurance,
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certain persons are ineligible because of the ownership of
insurance policies which have no cash surrender value to
an amount exceeding the $l,OOO provided for in the law.
The legislation recommended in the accompanying bill
will remedy this situation and would seem to be a reason-
able action that should be taken.

IV. Reimbursement from the Town of Lawful
Settlement for Aid Granted.

A recent decision of the Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts in the case of Marlborough v. Lowell pre-
vented the city of Marlborough from claiming reimburse-
ment from the city of Lowell for all of the aid rendered
to a recipient of relief under the provisions of chapter 117,
section 14, of the General Laws, because it was held that
a town must allow for labor received by it from poor
and indigent persons. As I believe the Board of Public
Welfare should have authority to require a recipient of
aid to work or render service for aid received without loss
of reimbursement from the city or town of legal settle-
ment, I recommend that the accompanying bill be
enacted into law.

V. Reimbursement from the Commonwealth fop

Aid Granted.
The decision of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massa-

chusetts in the case of Marlborough v. Lowell, which
prevented the city of Marlborough from claiming reim-
bursement from the city of Lowell for the full amount of
aid granted because the recipient of aid worked for the
aid received, also applies to a person having no legal
settlement aided under the provisions of chapter 117,
section 18, of the General Laws. I therefore recommend
legislation to make the relationship between the cities
and towns and the Commonwealth consistent with the
proposed relationship that should exist between town and
town.




