
HOUSE No. 181

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DIS-
TRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CON-
STRUCTION OF A TRAFFIC CIRCLE AT THE
INTERSECTION OF WEST ROXBURY PARK-
WAY AND GROVE STREET IN THE TOWN
OF BROOKLINE.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

Metropolitan District Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 1, 1937.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
setts in General Court assembled.

On May 26, 1937, the following resolve, chapter 43,
was approved by the Governor:

Ci)e Commontoealt& o( Massachusetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the subject matter of current
house document numbered five hundred and fifty-six, relative to the
construction of a traffic circle at the intersection of the West Roxbury
parkway and Grove street in the town of Brookline. Said commis-
sion in making its investigation hereunder shall give particular con-
sideration to the matter of land takings that may be necessary in
connection with the construction of said traffic circle. Said com-
mission shall report to the general court the results of its investigation
and its recommendations, if any, together -with estimates of cost and
drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations into effect,
by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or
before the first Wednesday of December in the current year.

In accordance with the above resolve, a study has been
made of the traffic conditions at the intersection of West
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Roxbury Parkway and Grove Street in the town of Brook-
line. This matter was presented in House Bill No. 1611,
with a recommendation that a 200-foot traffic circle be
constructed at a cost not to exceed $35,000, which also
included land damages. Due to the heavy left-turning
movement of vehicular traffic from Grove Street into
West Roxbury Parkway southerly, and also the poor
street lighting at night, this junction presents a serious
traffic problem. The pedestrian traffic at this location is
negligible and should be given only slight consideration
in the analysis of the traffic problem, as there were only
thirty-three pedestrians who crossed either the parkway
or Grove Street over a period of sixteen consecutive
hours in 1934, and thirty-nine pedestrians over the same
period in 1937. A traffic count made in 1934 compared
with a traffic count made in 1937 shows that there is an
increase of about 60 per cent during the past three years.

Accidents recorded by the Metropolitan District Police
occurring at this junction show that only three minor
accidents were reported in 1935, no accidents were re-
ported in 1936, and only one accident, where both drivers
were convicted for recklessness, was reported this year.

The estimated cost of construction of a traffic circle
200 feet in diameter with adjoining 40-foot roadways,
as shown on plan submitted herewith, 1 exclusive of land
damages, is $25,000. The assessed valuation of land
takings necessary for this improvement is about $5,000,
and the appraised valuation of land and property dam-
ages has been estimated as $20,000.

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION

E. C. Hultman,
Commissioner

William F. Rogers,
Melvin B. Breath,
Felix A. Marcella,
Austin J. O’Connor,

Associate Commissioners.

Plan filed with Clerk of the House fc transmission to the legislative committee.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act providing for the construction of a traffic

CIRCLE AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE WEST ROXBURY

PARKWAY AND GROVE STREET IN THE TOWN OF BROOK-

LINE.

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized and directed to lay out and
3 construct over public and private lands and public
4 ways a traffic circle at the intersection of the West
5 Roxbury parkway and Grove street in the town of
6 Brookline.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of carrying out the
2 provisions of this act, the commission may acquire
3 by purchase, or by eminent domain under chapter
4 seventy-nine of the General Laws, such lands, rights
5 and easements therein, as the commission may deem
6 necessary. The commission may also make such
7 alterations in connecting ways as may be necessary
8 for carrying out the said provisions.

1 Section 3. For the said purposes the commission
2 may expend such sums, not exceeding fifty thousand
3 dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated therefor,
4 such appropriation to be assessed upon the cities and

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

Cbe Commontocaltl) of Massachusetts
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5 towns of the metropolitan parks district in proportion
6 to the respective taxable valuations of the property
7 of the said cities and towns, as defined by section
8 fifty-nine of chapter ninety-two of the General Laws.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


