
HOUSE No. 182

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
CERTAIN BATH HOUSE, TRAFFIC, PUBLIC
LAVATORY, RECREATIONAL AND OTHER
IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE METRO-
POLITAN PARKS DISTRICT, AND RELATIVE
TO THE ACQUISITION FOR RECREATIONAL
PURPOSES OF CERTAIN PROPERTY IN
NAHANT.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

Metropolitan District Commission
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 1, 1937.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Represeritatives of Massachu-
setts in General Court assembled.

On May 28, 1937, the following resolve, chapter 54,
was approved by the Governor:

Cfje CommonUiealtt) of f^asoacftusetw

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to make an investigation and study of the
subject matter of current house document numbered five hundred
and seven, relative to the construction of a building for bath house
and recreational purposes at the beach at Gerry’s Landing on the
Charles river in the city of Cambridge, of current house document
numbered seven hundred and five, relative to the installation by the
department of public works of traffic lights at the junction of the
parkway and Webster avenue in the city of Chelsea, of current house
document numbered seven hundred and thirty-seven, relative to
dredging and otherwise improving Hemenway’s pond in the town of
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Milton, of current house document numbered ten hundred and seven,
relative to the construction of a public lavatory on Winthrop shore
drive in the town of Winthrop, of current house document numbered
seventeen hundred and thirty-seven, relative to the construction and
maintenance of a bath house at Lake Quannapowitt in the town of
Wakefield, and to investigate and study relative to the advisability
of the acquisition for reservation purposes by said commission of
property in that part of the town of Nahant, commonly known as the
Bass Point section. Said commission, in carrying out its investiga-
tion and hereunder, shall consider particularly as to whether
public convenience requires the construction or carrying out of said
improvements, or of any of them, and if so, it shall determine as to
each of said projects (1) the probable cost; (2) how the cost should
be apportioned; (3) by whom said improvements should be made;
and (4) by whom said improvements should be maintained upon their
completion. Any program of projects that may be recommended by
said commission hereunder shall have the several projects listed in the
order of their respective importance and necessity as determined by
said commission. Said commission may prepare such maps and plans
as it may deem necessary or desirable in connection with any project
or projects recommended by it hereunder. Said commission shall
report to the general court its findings and its recommendations, if
any, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives
on or before the first Wednesday of December in the current year. If
the said commission determines that any recommendations made by
it hereunder require legislation other than an appropriation of money
for the carrying out thereof it shall include in its report drafts of such
legislation as may be necessary.

As directed, the various matters referred to in the
above chapter have been investigated by the Metro-
politan District Commission and will be reported upon
in the following order:

1. Construction of a building for a bath house at Gerry’s Landing
Beach (so called) in Cambridge.

2. Installation of traffic lights at the junction of Revere Beach Park-
way and Webster Avenue, Chelsea.

3. Dredging and improving Hemenway’s Pond in the town of Milton.
4. Construction of a public lavatory on Winthrop Shore Drive in the

town of Winthrop.
5. Construction and maintenance of a bath house at Lake Quanna-

powitt in the town of Wakefield.
6. Advisability of the acquisition for reservation purposes of property

in that part of the town of Nahant, commonly known as Bass
Point.
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1. Construction of a Building for a Bath House
at Gerry’s Landing Beach (so called) in
Cambridge.

This matter was reported upon by a Joint Commission
comprising the Department of Public Works and the
Metropolitan District Commission on December 4, 1935,
and printed as Report No. 14 in Senate, No. 100 of
that year. The Commission in that report recommended
that no action be taken, as the site of the proposed build-
ing might interfere with the construction of a proposed
bridge over the Charles River near this location. This
area has again been investigated, and the proposed lo-
cation of the bath house will not interfere with any bridge
location that has been brought to the attention of the
Commission up to the present time.

The sponsor of the bill did not intend to extend the
use of the building for recreational purposes, but limited
its use for a bath house. The report in Senate, No. 100
referred to the use of the building by these who enjoy
skating as doubtful on account of its inaccessibility.
This objection by the Commission can be eliminated,
as there is no intent to use the building for any other
purpose than for bathers. When the bill was discussed
before a legislative committee at the last session, it was
brought out that the Commonwealth was under some
obligation to the city of Cambridge to replace a bathing
building that was removed during the improvement of
the Charles River, near the Cambridge Hospital. The
building removed by the Commission at that time was
of stucco construction and cost about $15,000, and was
used by bathers for the changing of clothes during the
bathing season. A second building now remains at the
location, and is used by the labor forces of the Charles
River Lower Basin Division for the storage of materials
and tools.

Examinations made by the Department of Public
Health still show that the water contains at times large
numbers of bacteria, characteristic of pollution, espe-
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dally during the part of the year when sewage is known
to overflow into the river from the Charles River Valley
sewer. The department recommends that suitable toilet
facilities be provided, and that bathing be discontinued
at this location following heavy rains when bacteriologi-
cal examinations show serious pollution.

The beach at the present site is 225 feet long and is
rather steep. An appropriation of 815,000 is recom-
mended to regrade and extend the beach to 350 feet,
improve the approaches, build a parking space for auto-
mobiles, and for general landscaping purposes. A new
bath house at this location would cost about $35,000,
making a total cost of $50,000 for the entire development.
As this bath house will be used almost exclusively by the
residents of Cambridge, it is recommended that the total
yearly cost of maintenance and operation of the bath
house be assessed on that city.

2. Installation op Traffic Lights at the Junction
of Revere Beach Parkway and Webster
Avenue, Chelsea.

As the intersection of Revere Beach Parkway and Web-
ster Avenue is under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan
District Commission, any traffic control lights or other
means used for handling traffic should be installed and
maintained by this Commission.

In 1936 the Commission urged the immediate recon-
struction of the entire Revere Beach Parkway, due to
the overcrowding of this heavily traveled parkway, but
the matter was referred to the next annual session. At
the intersection referred to in this resolve it was recom-
mended and showm on the reconstruction plans to con-
struct a traffic circle on account of the serious traffic
hazard. To build a traffic circle, oval in form, 100 feet
by 132 feet, with radii of 40 feet and 80 feet, which will
conform to the proposed widening, the cost is estimated
at $20,000. To install traffic lights and pedestrian con-
trol buttons, it is estimated the cost would be $6,000.
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A traffic survey at this junction warrants the con-
struction of a traffic circle rather than the installation
of traffic lights.

3. Dredging and Improving Hemenway’s Pond in
the Town of Milton.

Hemenway’s Pond is a natural pond with an area of
2.69 acres. It is situated between Blue Hill Avenue and
Canton Avenue in the town of Milton. House Bill No.
737, the basis of the resolve under which the Commis-
sion was directed to investigate this matter, called for
dredging and otherwise improving the pond, and to
construct a sidewalk along the shore. Investigation
showed that the pond has accumulated from two to
three feet of mud. To clear the pond of this accumu-
lated mud, to deepen some sections, and to construct a
gravel walk around the pond would cost about $5,500.
The Commonwealth owns the pond and adjoining lands.

As the pond is fed by a number of springs and a small
watershed, it is the desire of the sportsmen in this area
to use the pond strictly for the breeding and rearing of
trout, which would be transferred to various brooks and
rivers in this section of the State. The fish culturists
of the Department of Conservation report favorably to
using the pond for this purpose. It would appear that
an expense of this nature, which is strictly for the inter-
ests of those interested in fishing, should be paid from
the budget of the Department of Conservation rather
than being assessed upon the cities and towns of the
Metropolitan Parks District. Co-operation will be ex-
tended by the Metropolitan District Commission by
allowing the Department of Conservation the use of this
pond for the purpose of propagating trout.

4. Construction of Public Lavatory on Winthrop
Shore Drive in the Town of Winthrop.

Winthrop Shore Beach Reservation, located in the
town of Winthrop, is about one and one fourth miles
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long and adjoins Winthrop Shore Drive, under the con-
trol of the Metropolitan District Commission. The
entire shore front is used extensively by the citizens in
this section of the town.

The Commission does not operate a public bath house
in this area, and no public sanitary is located on the
entire drive. In order to erect a suitable building for
sanitary purposes, it will be necessary to purchase a
parcel of land or a dwelling facing on Shore Drive. In
view of the length of the shore, the location of such a
building should be between Nevada and Seafoam streets.
The several vacant parcels on Shore Drive are as follows:

Lot at the corner of Sturgis Street and Winthrop Shore
Drive, containing 4,871 square feet, assessed for 82,900.

Lot at the corner of Irwin Street and Winthrop Shore
Drive, containing 6,640 square feet, assessed for 84,000.
An adjoining lot, containing 3,445 square feet, is assessed
for $2,050.

Lot at the corner of Forest Street and Winthrop Shore
Drive, containing 4,391 square feet, is assessed for $2,650.

Lot at the corner of Dolphin Avenue and Winthrop
Shore Drive, containing 9,824 square feet, is assessed
for $5,650.

The cost of constructing a lavatory suitable for this
location would be about $15,000.

Owing to the large number using the Winthrop shore
for recreational purposes, it is evident that the public
convenience warrants the construction of a sanitary at
this location. An appropriation of at least $20,000 should
be appropriated for this project.

5. Construction and Maintenance of a Bath House
at Lake Quannapowitt in the Town of
Wakefield.

House Bill No. 211 of 1937 contained a special report
of the Metropolitan District Commission relative to the
advisability of constructing and maintaining a bath house
at Lake Quannapowitt in the town of Wakefield. That
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report contains a complete description of the conditions
surrounding this investigation. The Commission respect-
fully submits that report with no change in its recom-
mendations.

6. Advisability of the Acquisition for Reserva-
tion Purposes of Property in that Part of
the Town of Nahant commonly known as
Bass Point.

Bass Point is located in the southeast corner of Nahant
and is approximately two miles distant from Lynn Beach.
It is approached at present by a narrow road connecting
Lynn and Nahant. Parking facilities are now main-
tained by this Commission on the right-hand side of the
road going in the direction of Nahant. Further parking
facilities at Little Nahant are also maintained by this
Commission. The Commonwealth owns a portion of
the beach at Little Nahant which is under the jurisdic-
tion of this Commission.

There are two properties at Bass Point to be con-
sidered in connection with the establishment of a reser-
vation at this point. First, is the so-called Bass Point
property itself, which consists of 290,000 square feet of
land, on which is located the Bass Point House, a hotel
consisting of about 75 rooms, dining rooms, recreation
rooms, baths and dance halls. It is utilized as a summer
hotel. There are other buildings on this land, namely,
a roller-skating rink and concessions for confections and
soft drinks. There are also two year-round cottage
houses in very good condition. The hotel and recrea-
tion buildings would be of little value to the Common-
wealth, as they are of considerable age and would require
extensive repairs to be brought up to the standard to be
expected of buildings owned by the Commonwealth.
The history of such buildings under the jurisdiction of
this Commission would not indicate that the rental to
be obtained would be sufficient to consider these build-
ings as a profitable investment to the Commonwealth.
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In addition to the buildings on the property there is
a short section of sea wall built some time ago, which,
if extended, could be made into a natural swimming pool
large enough to accommodate five or six hundred people
at one time. The land is assessed for $21,750, and the
buildings are assessed for $18,250, making a total valua-
tion assessment of land and buildings of $40,000. This
assessment has remained the same during the past three
years. An appraisal of the present market value of this
property has been estimated at $51,600.

Relay House Property.
Next adjacent to the Bass Point property to the west

is the Relay House property, which consists of approx-
imately 250,000 square feet which is assessed for $18,252.
There are considerable-sized buildings on this property,
similar in general design and condition to those on the
Bass Point property. The Relay House buildings are
assessed for $26,550, making a total valuation assess-
ment of land and buildings of $44,802. This assessment
has remained the same during the past three years. An
appraisal of the present market value of this property
has been estimated at $50,000.

The Commission would recommend, if the Legislature
believes it desirable to establish a reservation at this
point, that the Commission be authorized to pay a sum
not exceeding $125,000. If these properties are acquired,
a very fine recreational park will be created on one of
the most attractive, rocky headlands in this vicinity.
There would be ample room to create playgrounds and
bath house facilities. If a reservation should be estab-
lished at this point, additional highway facilities would
be necessary, as the connecting roads between Little
Nahant and Bass Point itself are narrow winding roads,
little more than lanes. The Commission has not un-
dertaken to estimate the cost of the necessary highway
construction nor the cost of reconditioning the build-
ings or landscaping and improving the grounds, as that
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could be done over a period of time if the Bass Point
property and the Relay House property were acquired
and a reservation established.

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION.

E. C. Hultman,
Commissioner.

William F. Rogers,
Melvin B. Breath,
Felix A. Marcella,
Austin J. O’Connor,

Associate Commissioners.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act authorizing and directing the metropoli-

tan DISTRICT COMMISSION TO BUILD A BATH HOUSE AT

GERRY’S BEACH, SO CALLED, ON THE CHARLES RIVER IN
THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized and directed to construct a pub-
-3 lie bath house at Gerry’s beach, so called, on the
4 Charles river in the city of Cambridge.

1 Section 2. The cost of constructing said bath
2 house together with incidental improvements such as
3 roadways, parking areas, landscaping and other ex-
-4 penses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this
5 act shall be deemed to be the cost of the work herein
6 authorized.

1 Section 3. For said purposes the commission may
2 expend such sums not exceeding fifty thousand dollars
3 as may hereafter be appropriated therefor, such ap-
-4 propriation to be assessed upon the cities and towns

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

I.

Cljc Commontocaltl) of o@assac|jusetto
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5 of the metropolitan parks district as defined by
6 section fifty-nine of chapter ninety-two of the General
7 Laws.

1 Section 4. The total yearly cost of maintenance
2 and operation of said beach and bath house is to be
3 assessed upon the city of Cambridge.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act authorizing and directing the metropolitan

DISTRICT COMMISSION TO PURCHASE LAND AND CON-

STRUCT A PUBLIC LAVATORY ON THE WINTHROP SHORE

DRIVE IN THE TOWN OF WINTHROP.

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized and directed to purchase land
3 and construct a public lavatory on Winthrop Shore
4 Drive in the town of Winthrop.

1 Section 2. The commission may on behalf of the
2 commonwealth, take by eminent domain under chap-
-3 ter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire or
4 purchase such public or private lands as may be
5 necessary for carrying out the provisions of section
6 one. The commission may also in the name of the
7 commonwealth sell and convey land and property or
8 any interest therein or abandon such interest less than
9 fee taken or acquired, but no longer needed for said

10 authorized work, with or without suitable restrictions.

1 Section 3. The cost of constructing said work
2 and the land takings for the same and all other ex-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

11.

Clie CommontoealtJ) of egassac&usetts
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3 penses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this
4 act shall be deemed to be the cost of the work herein
5 authorized.

1 Section 4. For the said purposes the commission
2 may expend such sums not exceeding twenty-five
3 thousand dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated
4 therefor, such appropriation to be assessed upon the
5 cities and towns of the metropolitan parks district as
6 defined by section fifty-nine of chapter ninety-two of
7 the General Laws.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act authorizing the metropolitan district com-
mission to ACQUIRE lands in the bass point section

OF THE TOWN OF NAHANT TO BE KNOWN AS THE HENRY

CABOT LODGE RESERVATION.

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 in the name and on behalf of the commonwealth, is
3 hereby authorized and directed to take by eminent
4 domain under chapter seventy-nine of the General
5 Laws, or acquire by gift, purchase or otherwise such
6 public or private lands or parts thereof, or rights
7 therein, as may be necessary or desirable to preserve,
8 beautify and develop an area in the Bass Point sec-
-9 tion of the town of Nahant to be known as the Henry

10 Cabot Lodge Reservation.

1 Section 2. The commission may make such im-
-2 provements as it deems necessary, and shall have
3 authority to rent concessions, parking areas, etc., the
4 proceeds from which to be used as directed by said
5 commission for improvements within said reservation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority oj the same, as follows:

111.

cTije Commontoealtf) of s^assacinisetts
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1 Section 3. For carrying out this act the commis-
-2 sion may expend such sum, not exceeding
3 dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated therefor,
4 such appropriation to be assessed upon the cities and
5 towns of the metropolitan parks district as defined by
6 section fifty-nine of chapter ninety-two of the General
7 Laws.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




