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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION
APPOINTED TO PREPARE PLANS AND
PROGRAMS FOR CELEBRATION OF THE
THREE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE FIRST PERMANENT SETTLEMENT
OF SWEDISH COLONISTS.

[Ways and Means, Joint

State House, Boston, December 1, 1937

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The special unpaid commission, established under the
provisions of chapter 74 of the Resolves of 1936, sub-
mits the following report:

The Commission was established under the following
resolve:

Cl)c Commontoealt!) of Massachusetts

Resolve providing for the Establishment of a Special Com-
mission to prepare Plans and Programs for the Celebra-
tion in this Commonwealth of the Three Hundredth Anni-
versary of the First Permanent Settlement in this Country
op the Swedish Colonists.

Whereas, During the year nineteen hundred and thirty-eight will
occur the three hundredth anniversary of the first permanent settle-
ment in this country of the Swedish colonists; and

Whereas, The Congress and certain states of the United States
have already established commissions to prepare plans and programs
for the celebration of said anniversary; and

Whereas, It is highly fitting that this commonwealth should par-
ticipate in the said celebration and should make proper plans and
arrangements therefor; therefore be it
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Resolved , That a special unpaid commission, to consist of two
members of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, five
members of the house of representatives to be designated by the speaker
thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the governor, with the
advice and consent of the council, is hereby established to devise
plans and programs for the celebration by the commonwealth of said
anniversary. Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the
state house or elsewhere, and shall submit its recommendations to the
general court by filing the same, with drafts of legislation to carry
such recommendations into effect, with the clerk of the house of repre-
sentatives on or before the first Wednesday of December in the current
year. Avvroved June 26. 1936.Approved, June 26, 1936

Pursuant to the provisions of the resolve, the Presi-
dent of the Senate, Honorable Samuel H. Wragg, ap-
pointed to the Commission the Honorable Charles G.
Miles of Brockton and the Honorable Edwin L. Olander
of Northampton; the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, Horace T. Cahill, appointed Representative
Martin Swanson of Worcester, Representative Sven A.
Erickson of Worcester, Representative Tycho M. Peter-
sen of Springfield, Representative Adolph Johnson of
Brockton, and Representative Charles W. Olson of
Ashland; and His Excellency the Governor appointed
Anton H. Trulson of Worcester, Roland S. G. Frodigh
of Worcester, and David B. Weden of Newton.

The Commission organized on September 23, 1937,
with Senator Charles G. Miles as chairman, Representa-
tive Martin Swanson vice chairman and Representative
Tycho M. Petersen as secretary.

The time of the Commission was extended by chapter
23 of the Resolves of 1937, as follows:

Resolve reviving and continuing the Special Commission to
prepare Plans and Programs for the Celebration in this
Commonwealth of the Three Hundredth Anniversary of
the First Permanent Settlement in this Country of the
Swedish Colonists.

Resolved, That the special unpaid commission established by chap-
ter seventy-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and thirty-six to
devise plans and programs for the celebration by the commonwealth
of the three hundredth anniversary of the first permanent settlement
in this country of the Swedish colonists is hereby revived and con-
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tinned, and the final report of said commission, together with drafts
of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, shall
be filed with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
first Wednesday of December in the current year.

Approved .1

The Commission held three meetings. It wa
that the Commonwealth should take an active part in
the forthcoming celebration in 1938, and as a result of
the study made by the Commission the following recom-
mendations were made:

1. Considering the fact that the celebration will occur
in 1938, and that plans and programs must be made, it
is recommended that this Special Commission be con-
tinued during the celebration year of 1938 to take charge
of events in order to aid and continue the plans and
programs as authorized by said chapter 74, and to co-
operate with the citizens’ committees, which the Com-
mission has been informed are now organized in the
various communities of the Commonwealth for the pur-
pose of conducting this state-wide celebration in 1938.

2. It is recommended that the organized Special Com-
mission that has been duly appointed represent officially
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts at the national
ceremonies to be held in Delaware during the year 1938,
and be granted the power to act and represent the Com-
monwealth in its official capacity. Furthermore, that
the sum of $lO,OOO be granted to this Commission in
order to defray all expenses of said Commission and any
other expenses that may have to be incurred, in order
that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts may ade-
quately celebrate this three hundredth anniversary.

3. It is further recommended that the Governor be
authorized and requested to extend cordial invitations to
visit this Commonwealth to such representatives of the
Swedish government as may respond to the invitation
of the President of the United States to join in said ter-
centenary celebration in this country.

The Commission believes that during the year 1938
plans and programs may be devised, in co-operation with
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the Federal government, with other States and with
citizens’ committees of the Commonwealth, so that the
Commonwealth may participate in the anniversary
celebration and pay honor and tribute to the Swedish
colonists who have played such an important part in
the progress of the State of Massachusetts.

CHARLES G. MILES.
EDWIN L. OLANDER.
ROLAND S. G. FRODIGH.
SVEN A. ERICKSON.
ANTON H. TRULSON.
DAVID B. WEDEN.
MARTIN SWANSON.
CHARLES W. OLSON.
ADOLPH JOHNSON.
TYCHO M. PETERSEN
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

Resolve providing for the participation by the

COMMONWEALTH IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE THREE

HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST PERMANENT

SETTLEMENT IN THIS COUNTRY OF THE SWEDISH COL-

ONISTS.

1 Resolved, That the special unpaid commission es-
-2 tablished by chapter seventy-four of the resolves of
3 nineteen hundred and thirty-six to devise plans and
4 programs for the celebration by the commonwealth
5 of the three hundredth anniversary of the first per-
-6 manent settlement in this country of the Swedish
7 colonists, and revived and continued by chapter
8 twenty-three of the resolves of nineteen hundred and
9 thirty-seven, is hereby again revived and continued,

10 and said commission is hereby authorized to carry
11 out the plans and program devised by it under au-
-12 thority of said resolves for the celebration by the
13 commonwealth of said anniversary in the current
14 year, to co-operate with such citizens’ committees
15 as may be organized in the various communities of
16 the commonwealth in connection with said celebra-
-17 tion, and to represent the commonwealth at the
18 national celebration of said anniversary to be held
19 in the state of Delaware in the current year; and be
20 it further
21 Resolved, That the governor of the commonwealth
22 is hereby requested to extend invitations to visit

C&e Commontocaltl) of e^asoacfcusetw
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23 this commonwealth to such representatives of the
24 Swedish government as may accept the invitation of
25 the President of the United States to join in said
26 celebration in this country; and be it further
27 Resolved, That for the purposes of this resolve,
28 said commission may expend, subject to appropria-
-29 tion, such sums, not exceeding in the aggregate ten
30 thousand dollars, as may be approved by the governor
31 and council.





■


