
HOUSE 188

Department of Conservation
Division of Forestry,

3 Somerset Street, Boston, November 30, 1937.

To the General Court

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44 of the
Resolves of 1937, relative to the acquisition by the Com-
monwealth of certain property in the town of Westport,
the following report is respectfully submitted.

Clie CommontoealtS of B@a*sac|m*ctts

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation.
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO ACQUI-
SITION BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF
HORSE NECK BEACH IN WESTPORT.

[Conservation.]

Additional investigation of the Horse Neck Beach
situation made during the past summer confirms my
opinions expressed in the report of last year that a con-
siderable portion of the beach, dunes and woods should
be acquired by the Commonwealth as a reservation for
public use.

The same conditions mentioned in the previous report
regarding use of private property, lack of parking and
sanitary facilities were found to exist this year in a more
pronounced degree.

I therefore once more recommend the purchase of that
part of the Horse Neck Beach area described in the report
of last year and in the following report, under the State
Park Act, chapter 132A, at a cost for acquisition of
properties not to exceed $lOO,OOO, and an additional
amount for improvements on the area of $57,408.

In the acquisition of properties, I recommend that
takings be made, if necessary, under either or both chap-
ters 79 and 80A of the General Laws.

Cbe Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation.
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November 26, 1937.

Ernest J. Dean, Commissioner of Conservation, 20 Somerset Street,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Sir: In accordance with the provisions of
chapter 44 of the Acts of 1937, and in compliance with
your instructions, further investigation has been made
of certain property in the town of Westport for park or
reservation purposes, the results of which are herewith
submitted for consideration.

Location and Area.

As the investigation of this year related to the same
property in Westport as that reported on last year,
reference is made to that report and plans 1 accompanying
the same for location and area.

Ownership and Assessed Values.
The ownership and assessed values for 1937 within the

tract considered for acquisition, and shown in color on
Plan marked B, are as follows;

Owner. Acres. Land. Buildings.

Joseph Corey Estate, Rhode Island Hos-
pital Trust Trustee:104 A 30 $2,000

B°4B 10 4,000 $4,550
B®4 C 36 40,000
B®4 B> 7 2,000

83 $48,000

Mary A. Soule 18 $7,500
Alexander G. Howland et al. . 9 5 000
Rufus H. Baker ) r j 45Q
John H. Baker et al j 10 I 1i450 $l6O
Mae K. Gifford 6 500

FORESTER’S REPORT.

1PlanS referred t 0 are mailable when needed from the Department of Conservation 61e
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OwNER - (SquareFeet). Land - Buildings.

"Elezear Plante 6,400 SI,OOO $6,500

Elezear Plante 16,000 1,500

Elezear Plante 3,600 500
26,000 $3,000

Milton E. Earle 10,000 $l,OOO

Eleanor S. Slocum et al. . 3,500 200

Total acreage 129.9
Total assessed land $81,900
Total buildings $11,200

The report of last year indicated that an unsatis-
factory situation existed each year at Horse Neck Beach,
due to the large numbers of people using private property
without the approval of the owners, and lack of proper
sanitary and parking facilities. The investigation dur-
ing the past summer shows even more a definite need for
a public beach and reservation area at that point in order
to eliminate the objectionable conditions and still provide
the public with the recreational outlet that is seemingN
essential in that section.

The necessity for local action in the matter can be
appreciated from that taken by the town of Westport
officials early last summer at a town meeting and re-
ported in the “Fall River Herald-News” at the time, from
which publication excerpts are submitted but not made
part of this report. As a result of this action, signs were
posted prohibiting parking on all of the roads near the
beach except one. This procedure helped to a consider-
able extent to ease the local situation by having fewer
automobiles and persons concentrated under unsatis-
factory conditions in the immediate area affected, but it
does not solve the need for such an area for public use
under conditions that are desirable, and in the case of a
large number of persons meant that the recreation they
were seeking was not available to them.

It is most improbable that private or town funds will
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be expended in the amount essential to make this area
available for public purposes to the extent necessary,
and it is felt that a state-owned and administered reser-
vation or park is the solution.

According to Mr. Joseph 0. Cieto of the town of West-
port police department, who was the official in charge of
traffic at the beach during the past summer, it will re-
quire parking spaces sufficient for at least 4,000 cars to
properly handle the people on week-ends who desire to
use this beach.

Some idea of the proportion of out-of-state persons
using the beach in relation to those from Massachusetts
can be got from a check on parked cars made by Mr.
John Montie of this department during intervals spent
at the beach on certain days last summer. His figures
are as follows:

Saturday, July 3 219 cars and trailers.
191, Massachusetts; 23, Rhode Island; 2, New York; 2 trailers,

Florida; 1, Illinois.
Sunday, July 4 1,222 ears and trailers.

984, Massachusetts; 217, Rhode Island; 6, New Jersey; 2, Florida;
4, New Hampshire; 3, New York; 6 trailers: 1, Florida; 1,
Illinois; 3, Pennsylvania; 1, Connecticut.

Monday, July 5 967 cars and trailers.
758, Massachusetts; 185, Rhode Island; 8, New Hampshire; 6,

New \ork; 4, Florida; 1, Maryland; 3, Connecticut; 1, New
Jersey; 1, Vermont; 1 trailer from Florida; 1 trailer from
Pennsylvania.

Wednesday, July 7,
764 cars and trailers; 147 from outside States.

Thursday, July 8.
950 cars and trailers; 219 from outside States,

Friday, July 9.
1,200 cars and trailers; 264 from outside States.

Saturday, July 10.
2,100 cars and trailers; 358 from outside States.

Sunday, July 11,

3,000 cars and trailers; 500 from outside States.
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Saturday, July 17 1,200 cars and trailers.
139, Rhode Island; 12, New York; 6, New Jersey; 6, Connecticut;

11, New Hampshire; 8, Pennsylvania; 5, District of Columbia;
2, Florida; 4, Vermont; 1, North Carolina; 1, Canada; 2, Maine'
3, Illinois; 4, California; 2, Wisconsin; 2, Tennessee; 1, Texas; 3,
Ohio; 1, Minnesota.

Sunday, July 18.
1,800 cars and trailers; 350 from outside States.

Saturday, July 24.
673 cars and trailers; 187 from outside States.

Sunday, July 25,
2,700 cars and trailers; 356 from outside States.

The above figures secured by Mr. Montie while at the
beach for periods of a few hours are of value only as
indicating the numbers of cars parked in those periods.
They are of interest, also, in showing the several outside
States from which people are attracted to this beach.

Cost of Acquisition of Properties.

From prices stated by certain of the owners of the
properties within the area to which this report relates
for which they would be willing to dispose of their hold-
ings, and from the statements made by others of the
owners, there is reason to believe that all of the proper-
ties should be acquired at a cost of between $93,100 and
$lOO,OOO.

The property of the Joseph Corey Estate, for which
the Rhode Island Hospital Trust of Providence, R. 1.,
is Trustee, constitutes the largest holding under one
ownership. In connection with this property, Mr. Ray-
mond H. Trott, vice president of the Rhode Island Hos-
pital Trust, and representing the several heirs of Joseph
Corey, has stated that any price to be paid for it would
have to reflect its present and prospective value. Up to
the date of this report, Mr. Trott has not indicated what,
in his opinion, that price should be, but upon being in-
formed on November 26 of this year that some of the
other owners of property would sell for about the assessed
values, he authorized the statement to be made that while
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he was not at this time able to say so for a certainty, he
believed it not unlikely that the Corey Estate heirs would
be willing to dispose of their holdings, also, in the same
manner as the other owners.

As mentioned in the report of last year, owing to the
nature of the will of Joseph Corey, it would be necessary,
if the property were to be acquired by the Common-
wealth, that it be taken by right of eminent domain to
secure a clear title. If this procedure were to be followed,
it is suggested that unless a definite figure to be made as
an award following a taking can be determined upon with
the owners previous to making such taking, that a tak-
ing, if made, should be under chapter 80A of the General
Laws.

It is evident that the acquisition by the Commonwealth,
if made, of the several properties would help the situation
at Horse Neck Beach without an additional appropriation
for improvements only to the extent of preventing further
public use of private property. It is essential that, if
acquired, parking and sanitary facilities be installed for
use during the season of 1938.

Based on figures determined by Mr. Egbert Hans and
Arnold Howard of the branch of land planning in this
department, the following is submitted as the approxi-
mate cost for supplying needed facilities:

1. Leveling of parking areas for 3,000 cars . . $4,988
2. Gravel for parking areas 15,690
3. Six latrines 18,000
4. Water supply 12,000
5. Sewage 6,800

$57,478

The gravel cost includes hauling of same from nearest
pit, a distance of five miles; and the water supply is figured
on the basis of a complete system to care for anticipated
future demands on the area as a whole.

While the investigation indicated that the major por-
tion of the people going to Horse Neck Beach did so for
surf bathing, the section covered in this report is of a
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nature that if facilities were made available, other kinds
of recreation would be taken advantage of, and the east
and west branches of the Westport River bounding the
tract on the north offer excellent opportunity for boating
of all kinds and fishing.

It seems reasonable to say that as a result of the study
made during the two past summer seasons a state-owned
and administered beach reservation in that part of the
State is needed and justified, for at the presept time there
are no such reservations owned by the Commonwealth
in that section, and Horse Neck Beach seemingly be-
comes more popular each year to the general public.
The need for such a reservation appears more pronounced
from observations made during the past summer than
in the summer of 1936.

While the access to the beach requires a drive of thir-
teen miles after leaving the main state highway, Route
No. 6, over roads that are of only two-car width, yet the
roads leading to the beach from both the Fall River and
New Bedford sides through the townships of Westport
and Dartmouth are well maintained, and with the relief
of a congestion by ample parking facilities at the beach
itself, it would seem that the question of accessibility En-
large numbers of people need not constitute any serious
difficulties. It would appear that among possible beach
areas that might be acquired for public use along the
coast between the Rhode Island line and Wareham, the
Horse Neck area in many ways seems the most favorable
for the purpose, and is the one recommended by the State
Planning Board for this section of the State.

Respectfully submitted,

F. L. HAYNES,
Forester.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act authorizing the acquisition by the common-
wealth, FOR USE AS A STATE PARK OR RESERVATION,

OF CERTAIN LAND SITUATED IN THE TOWN OF WESTPORT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 After an appropriation therefor has been made, the
2 commissioner of conservation, on behalf of the com-
-3 monwealth, may take by eminent domain under
4 chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire
5 by purchase or otherwise, and at a total cost to
6 the commonwealth of not more than one hundred
7 fifty-seven thousand five hundred dollars, approxi-
-8 mately one hundred and thirty acres of land, with
9 the buildings thereon, situated in that part of the

10 town of Westport known as Horse Neck beach, all
11 said property being shown as the colored portion of a
12 plan entitled “Plan of the west portion of Horse Neck
13 Beach in Westport, Mass. Scale=1" =200'. Compiled
14 from surveys by C. R. Mosher in 1936 and E. M.
15 Corbett in 1922. Comm, of Mass. Department of
16 Conservation Nov. 1936.” Of the total sum above
17 referred to, not more than one hundred thousand
18 dollars shall be expended in the taking or acquisition,
19 or both, of such property, and not more than fifty-seven

Cfjc Commontoealtl) of sgassacJnisetts
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20 thousand five hundred dollars for essential facilities
21 and improvements thereat. All property taken or
22 acquired under authority of this act shall thereafter
23 be subject to chapter one hundred and thirty-two A
24 of the General Laws, and all pertinent provisions of
25 said chapter shall apply thereto.






