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Department of Conservation,
Division of Forestry,

20 Somerset Street, Boston, November 30, 1937.

To the General Court

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44 of the
Resolves of 1937, relating to the acquisition hy the
Commonwealth of certain property at Halibut Point
infthe town of Rockport, the following is respectfully
submitted.

ERNEST J. DEAN,

C&c Commontoealtf) of epassaclnisetts

Commissioner of Conservation,
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO ACQUISI-
TION BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF
HALIBUT POINT IN THE PIGEON COVE
SECTION OF ROCKPORT.

[Conservation.]

As the report submitted last year relative to Halibut
Point covered such features as location, area, nature of
the property and purchase price, and as these main fac-
tors remain the same at this time, reference is made to
them in that report.

Last year I recommended the acquisition by the Com-
monwealth of the Halibut Point property for a state
park under chapter 132 A of the General Laws, and I
feel justified in making that recommendation again at
this time. It constitutes, in my opinion, due to its loca-
tion, nature and outlook, one of the most unusual and
desirable properties for a state park to be found along
the entire North Shore coast, has upon it but few struc-
tures which are included in the purchase, and is unspoiled
by developments of any kind at the present time.

The Roekport section of the State has few public
owned and controlled recreational areas along the coast,
and such as there are, are small in extent and insufficient
to accommodate the large numbers of persons desiring
to use them each season, and, in fact, are not more than
sufficient to care for the local populations.

The acquisition of the Halibut Point area for a state
park is approved and desired by the Chamber of Com-

Clie Commontoealtf) of e^assacimsetts
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merce of Gloucester, the Rockport Board of Trade
Trustees of Public Reservations, and by many indi-
viduals.

The completion of the new four-lane state highway
from Lynnfield to Gloucester is certain to increase very
materially the need for additional recreational outlets in
the Cape Ann section for the large numbers who will use
this highway.

It is felt that the Halibut Point property offers an
opportunity for several forms of recreation much de-
sired by the public, and that they could be provided at
this point at a comparatively small cost after the area
was acquired.

I am advised by the secretary of the Trustees of Pub-
lic Reservations that it is most probable that the 12 acres
owned by the Trustees adjoining the property under
consideration would be given to the Commonwealth if
the larger area were acquired for a state park. Such an
addition would constitute a total area of 112 acres read-
ily accessible and having an ocean frontage of approxi-
mately 3,450 feet. Another lot in which the Trustees
are interested, containing 28 acres and shown on the
submitted plan, 1 may at some later date be available as
an enlargement of the main area.

Chapter 44 states, in part, the following:

Such projects as may be recommended by said department, here-
under, shall be listed in the order of their respective importance and
necessity as determined by said department.

In accordance with the above requirement, I would
respectfully recommend that the acquisition of the Hali-
but Point property be given first consideration, that an
appropriation of $42,500 be made for its purchase, and
an additional sum of $15,000 for providing essential
facilities and improvements.

ERNEST J. DEAN
Commissioner of Conservation

plan filed with Clerk of the He
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act providing for the acquisition by the com-
monwealth, FOR USE AS A STATE PARK OR RESERVA-

TION, OF CERTAIN PROPERTY AT HALIBUT POINT IN THE

TOWN OF ROCKPORT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 After an appropriation therefor has been made,
2 the commissioner of conservation, on behalf of the
3 commonwealth, may acquire, otherwise than by
4 eminent domain, and at a total cost to the common-
-5 wealth of not more than fifty-seven thousand five
6 hundred dollars, the land with the buildings thereon
7 situated at Halibut Point in the town of Rockport
8 and located on both sides of Granite street and on

9 Gott avenue, comprising approximately one hundred
10 acres, all as shown on a plan on file in the office of
11 the department of conservation. Of the total sum

12 above referred to, not more than forty-two thousand
13 five hundred dollars shall be expended in the acqui-
-14 sition of such property, and not more than fifteen
15 thousand dollars for essential facilities and improve-
-16 ments thereat. All property acquired under authority
17 of this act shall be subject to chapter one hundred
18 and thirty-two A of the General Laws, and all perti-
-19 nent provisions of said chapter shall apply thereto.

Cbc Commornncaltf) of e^assacftusctts


