
Department of Conservation,
Division of Forestry,

20 Somerset Street, Boston, November 29, 1937.

To the General Court.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44 of the
Resolves of 1937, relating to the establishment of the
Mount Holyoke State Forest in the towns of Hadley and
South Hadley, the following is respectfully submitted.

ERNEST J. DEAN,

No. 190HOUSE

Cl)t Commontoealtl) of e©assac|nisetto

Commissioner of Conservation.



HOUSE —No. 190. [Jan.2

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO ACQUISI-
TION BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF LAND
ON MOUNT HOLYOKE IN HADLEY AND
SOUTH HADLEY.

[Conservation.

The report and plans submitted last year relating to
the Mount Holyoke property of Joseph A. Skinner are
referred to with regard to the main features relating to
the property the status of which as to ownership, area
and nature is the same as when the last report was made.
It was the understanding at that time by this Depart-
ment that the holdings of Mr. Skinner comprising ap-
proximately 467 acres, together with sufficient additional
land to bring the total acreage up to the 800 acres called
for in House, No. 253, of 1936, would be secured at a
cost to the Commonwealth not to exceed $40,000.

Under date of November 23, 1937, I have received a
letter from Mr. Skinner stating that he had decided to
offer to sell all of his Mount Holyoke property to the
Commonwealth for a price of $30,000. Previous to the
receipt of this letter it had been ascertained by Mr.
Tracy B. Slack of this Department from interviews with
several of the owners of property adjoining that of Mr.
Skinner, that the 333 acres needed with Mr. Skinner’s to
make up the 800-acre total called for in the bill could be
acquired at a cost of between $4,000 and $5,000, so that
it appears at the present time the cost of purchase by the
Commonwealth for the whole area would be not in excess
of $35,000 instead of $40,000.
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In giving further consideration to the purchase of 800
acres on Mount Holyoke, including the structures and
improvements relating to Mr. Skinner’s holdings for a
state forest, I am not unmindful of the feeling on the
part of many individuals and organizations that such
acquisition should be made by the Commonwealth, and
the particular portion affected thereby preserved for all
time from possible later undesirable uses and adverse
effects on its natural scenic beauties. It is realized, also,
that Mr. Skinner’s property may pass into the hands of
another, inasmuch as he has stated in the letter above
mentioned that unless favorable action is taken by the
Legislature during its coming session he shall consider
himself at liberty to dispose of it to an outside party who
desires to acquire it.

I believe that this portion of the Mount Holyoke range
constitutes one of the Commonwealth’s most outstanding
natural assets, and that it should eventually be acquired
for a state reservation, forest or park. In view, however,
of the more pronounced need for state-owned recreational
areas in other locations in the State where none now
exist, I do not feel justified in recommending the pur-
chase of the Mount Holyoke property at this time.

If, however, in the wisdom of the General Court, it
seems advisable to acquire the properties above referred
to for administration by this Department, I wish to
again ask that sufficient additional appropriation above
the purchase price be made available with which to remove
the major portion of the hotel at the summit and to leave
the remaining part in good condition. The sum of $5,000
is estimated as necessary for this purpose.

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation.




