
No. 248HOUSE
By Mr. Timothy J. Murphy of Boston (by request), petition of

Francis J. Quirico that actions of tort arising out of operation of
motor vehicles be commenced in district courts within whose juris-
diction the alleged torts were committed. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act to permit the commencement of an action
OF TORT ARISING OUT OF THE OPERATION OF A MOTOR

VEHICLE IN A DISTRICT COURT WITHIN WHOSE JUDICIAL

DISTRICT THE ALLEGED TORT WAS COMMITTED.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

C&e Commontoealtfi of Massachusetts

1 Section two of chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 three of the General Laws, as most recently amended
3 by section two of chapter three hundred and eighty-
-4 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four,
5 is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
6 “business” in the seventeenth line thereof the follow-
-7 ing: or in a district court within whose judicial
8 district the alleged tort was committed, so as to
9 read as follows: Section 2. Except as provided in

10 section twenty-one of chapter two hundred and eight-
-11 een and except as provided in this section, a transi-
-12 tory action in a district court shall be brought in the
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13 county where one of the defendants lives or has his
14 usual place of business, or, if commenced by trustee
15 process, in the county where all persons named in the
16 writ as trustees live or have their usual places of
17 business, and, in either case, in a court within whose
18 judicial district one of the parties lives or has his
19 usual place of business, except that an action com-

-20 menced by trustee process may be brought in the
21 municipal court of the city of Boston if any trustee
22 resides or has his usual place of business in Suffolk
23 County. An action of tort arising out of the operation
24 of a motor vehicle shall be brought in a district court
25 within whose judicial district one of the parties lives
26 or in any district court in the same county, which
27 adjoins the judicial district in which the defendant
28 lives or has his usual place of business, or in a district
29 court within whose judicial district the alleged tort
30 was committed, provided, that if one of the parties to
31 any such action lives in Suffolk county such action
32 may be brought in the municipal court of the city of
33 Boston.
34 Said courts shall have jurisdiction of a transitory
35 action against a defendant who is not an inhabitant
36 of the commonwealth, if personal service or an effec-
-37 tual attachment of property is made within the com-

-38 monwealth; and such action may be brought in any
39 of said courts in the county where the service or
40 attachment was made.


