
HOUSE 277

MEMORANDUM TO ACCOMPANY THE PETI-
TION OF LEWIS O. HARTMAN AND OTHERS
RELATIVE TO ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR TRUSTEES OF THE CORPORA-
TION KNOWN AS TRUSTEES OF THE NEW
ENGLAND CONFERENCE OF THE METHO-
DIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

(See Section 7 of Chapter 3 of the General Laws, as amended by Chapter
364 of the Acts of 1937.)

December 22, 1937.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by
the Clerk of the House, December 2, 1937.

Pursuant to notification by me the petitioner amended
the petition to include a statement purporting to indicate
why the object sought cannot be accomplished under the
General Laws, as required by General Laws, chapter 3,
section 7, as amended.

Trustees of the New England Conference of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church was incorporated by special act
of the Legislature, February 15, 1826 (see St. 1825, c. 81).
Other enactments amending the act of incorporation or
affecting the corporation are Acts of 1872, chapter 255;
Acts of 1874, chapter 263; Acts of 1896, chapter 328;
and Acts of 1905, chapter 201.

The objective sought by the petitioner, as indicated
by the amendment of the petition, is “to render laymen
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as well as clergymen eligible for the office of trustee”
by eliminating the requirement that a trustee shall be a
member of the Conference. The bill accompanying the
petition seeks to accomplish this by amending section 3
of the act of incorporation. As said section 3 was repealed
by section 2 of chapter 201 of the Acts of 1905, it would
seem that the bill accompanying the petition should be
amended or redrafted if the desired objective is to be
accomplished. Section 1 of chapter 201 of the Acts of
1905 provides that “All trustees shall be members of said
conference. ...” If this restriction is to be removed a
special act of the court would be required, it not being
possible to accomplish the objective under the General
Laws.

As the corporation is not organized for business or
profit, no fee is required.

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to the eligibility requirements for

THE TRUSTEES OF THE NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE OF

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

1 Section three of an act approved February fifteenth,
2 eighteen hundred and twenty-six, and entitled “An
3 Act to incorporate the Trustees of the New England
4 Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church”, is
5 hereby amended by striking out, in the sixth, seventh
6 and eighth lines, the words “

: Provided, that no person
7 shall be eligible to, or sustain the office of Trustee,
8 who is not a regular member of the said Confer-
-9 ence”, —soas to read as follows: Sec. 3. Be it fur-

-10 ther enacted, That the said Trustees for the time being,
11 shall have full power to determine and fill all vacancies
12 which may happen by death, resignation, incapacity,
13 or otherwise, so as to keep up at least the number of
14 five Trustees forever; to fix the times and places for
15 holding their meetings, the manner of notifying the
16 Trustees, the method of filling vacancies, and to make
17 such by-laws as they may think proper, for the man-
-18 agement of their concerns: Provided, the same be not
19 repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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