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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE ADVIS-
ABILITY OF INCREASING THE FACILITIES
OF THE STATE PIER AT NEW BEDFORD.

Boston, Mass., January 4, 1938.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Common-
ivealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 74, re-
solves of 1937, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report on its investigation and study relative
to the advisability of increasing the facilities of the State
Pier at New Bedford.

Chapter 74, Resolves of 1937, follow

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to make an investigation and study relative to the ad-
visability of increasing the facilities of the state pier at New Bedford
by acquiring by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine of the
General Laws, or otherwise, the property of the Old Colony Railroad
Company adjoining said pier. Sai department shall report to the

its investigation and study, andgeneral court forthwith the results of its
its recommendations, if any, together w
sary to cany said recommendations into
the clerk of the house of representative!

with drafts of legislat

ito effect, by filing the same with

No appropriation was made for the purposes of this
resolve other than the regular appropriations for the
activities of this Department.

Cfte Commontoealtf) of o^aooactnioetto
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The Department held a public hearing, duly adver-
tised, in the Council Room of the Municipal Building in
New Bedford on Thursday, November 18, 1937, relative
to the provisions of this resolve.

The property of the Old Colony Railroad referred to
in this resolve adjoins the southerly side of the site of the
State Pier at New Bedford. The property consists of pier
facilities with rail connections, which has been used until
recently by the New England Steamship Company as a
terminus for freight vessels plying to and from New York.

The pier consists principally of a solid fill area enclosed
with granite walls. On the south side a pile wharf founda-
tion has been constructed outside of the solid filled area,
and on the north side a short section of pile wharf has
also been constructed outside the solid fill area. The
major portion of the area is covered with timber freight
sheds, small portions of which are completely enclosed,
but the major portion of which is simply roofed over,
having no side walls. The construction of these buildings
is varied, the buildings having been erected at various
times. All of the superstructure is of wood and of inex-
pensive construction. There is no sprinkler service for
fire protection, but there are several outlets for connecting
fire hose.

The major portion of the pier walls are in a fair con-
dition, but the outer end of the southerly wall has failed,
and material back of the same is gradually washing away.
Most of these walls appear to have been constructed
with the base 7 or 8 feet below mean low water, which
means that if any deepening of the water around the pier
is undertaken below this grade, it will probably mean
the failure of these walls unless quay wharves are con-
structed outside the same. Rail connections exist on the
pier with facilities for receiving and discharging freight.

The only portions of the pier available for the docking
of vessels of any size are along the southerly side of the
pier, where there is a depth of water in the dock varying
from 12 to 17 feet at mean low water. In this dock it
would be possible to dock vessels drawing not over 16
feet of water in the outer portion of the berth. This depth
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of water, however, is not sufficient to meet the require-
ments of coastal steamers now docking at the State Pier,
and before the depth of water in this dock could be
deepened to 20 feet, so that it could handle such traffic,
it would be necessary to increase the width of the quay
wharf along the southerly side of the pier.

A general examination of the pile structures around the
solid fill portion of the piers indicates that extensive
repairs and replacements would be necessary within a
comparatively short time, and it is evident that in their
present condition the piers and buildings are not adapted
to handle much business.

The acquisition of this property by the Commonwealth
would provide an opportunity to expand the facilities of
the present State Pier in order to meet any increased
demand for adequate pier facilities.

The logical ultimate development of these two adjacent
sites would utilize the present State Pier as one unit, and
provide the reconstruction and extension of the railroad
pier; both of these would be connected by a headhouse
at the inner ends of the piers, fully equipped for handling
cargo; with adequate driveways, and the dredging of a
center berth, 100 feet in width, as well as a berth on the
south side of the railroad pier.

If the Department is authorized to acquire this prop-
erty, the Department recommends that, as soon as busi-
ness conditions warrant, an appropriation be made to
provide for the first step in the development of these
areas, namely, the construction of a pile and timber
platform 40 feet wide along the southerly side of the State
Pier, the dredging of a 60-foot berth alongside of that
wharf, having a depth of 25 feet at mean low water, and
the placing of riprap to protect the slopes, at a cost
estimated at $105,000.

To complete the work to meet the suggested ultimate
development would require a future additional appro-
priation of about $600,000.

The Department does not recommend that this prop-
erty be acquired by eminent domain under chapter 79,
General Laws. However, the Department believes that
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the Commonwealth would be justified in acquiring this
property, if it can be purchased at a sum not in excess
of $50,000, in order to provide for the future development
of the Commonwealth’s port facilities at the Port of New
Bedford.

The Department believes that only as the need for
improved and modern port facilities becomes evident
should the various steps in the improvements outlined
be made.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

WM. F. CALLAHAN,
Commissioner of Public Works

RICHARD K. HALE,
FRANK L. KANE,

Associate Commissioners.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public works is
2 hereby authorized and directed to acquire, by pur-
-3 chase or otherwise, for the purpose of increasing the
4 facilities of the state pier at New Bedford, the property
5 of the Old Colony Railroad Company adjoining said
6 pier, and to expend for the purpose such sum not
7 exceeding fifty thousand dollars as may be hereafter
8 appropriated for the purpose.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

\n Act authorizing the department of public works
TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN PROPERTY ADJOINING THE STATE

PIER AT NEW BEDFORD.








