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By Mr. Sawyer of Ware (by request), petition of the State Execu-
tive Committee of the Socialist Party for adoption of resolutions
requesting Congress to call a constitutional convention to consider
the advisability of proposing a workers’ rights amendment of the
federal constitution. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

Resolutions requesting congress to call a constitu-
tional CONVENTION TO CONSIDER A WORKERS’ RIGHTS

AMENDMENT OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION.

1 Whereas, A condition of widespread dissatisfaction
2 prevails with the workings and results of the several
3 limitations contained in the Constitution of the United
4 States which operate against the social control of the
5 nation’s economic life through federal legislation; and
6 Whereas, It is desirable to attempt to improve,
7 clarify or quiet such condition; and
8 Whereas, The methods for modifying or amending
9 said Constitution of the United States are set forth

10 in Article V of the said Constitution; therefore be it
11 Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts,
12 acting in pursuance of said Article V, hereby requests
13 that Congress call a convention under said article for
14 the purpose of proposing an amendment or amend-
-15 ments to the said Constitution, to be known as “The
16 Workers’ Rights Amendment,” as follows:
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ARTICLE17

18 Section 1. The Congress shall have power to
19 establish uniform laws throughout the United States
20 toTregulate, limit, and prohibit the labor of persons
21 under eighteen years of age; to limit the work time
22 and establish minimum compensation of wage earners;
23 to provide for the relief of the aged, invalided, sick,
24 and unemployed wage earners and employees in the
25 form of periodical grants, pensions, benefits, com-
-26 pensation, or indemnities from the public treasury,
27 from contributions of employers, wage earners, and
28 employees, or from one or more of such sources; to
29 establish and take over natural resources, properties,
30 and enterprises in manufacture, mining, commerce,
31 transportation, banking, public utilities, and other
32 business to be owned and operated by the government
33 of the United States or agencies thereof for the benefit
34 of the people, and generally for the social and economic
35 welfare of the workers, farmers, and the consumers.
36 Section 2. The power of the several States to
37 enact social-welfare legislation is unimpaired by this
38 article, but no such legislation shall abridge or con-
-39 diet with any act of Congress under this article;
40 or that Congress, acting in pursuance
41 of said Article V, itself propose such an amendment or
42 amendments; and requests that in either case the
43 same be submitted for ratification by conventions in
44 the several States; and be it further
45 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth
46 forward forthwith to the presiding officers of both
47 branches of Congress certified copies of these resolu-
-48 tions, attested by the Clerks of both branches of the
49 General Court.


