
No. 453HOUSE
By Mr. Landry of Watertown, petition of Wycliffe C. Marshall

relative to authority of the Department of Public Utilities in sum-
moning witnesses in proceedings before them. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to the summoning of witnesses in
PUBLIC UTILITY PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE DEPART-

MENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter twenty-five of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by inserting
3 after section five A a new section, as follows:
4 Section SC. For the purposes of chapters one hun-
-5 dred and fifty-nine to one hundred and sixty-six in-
-6 elusive, the department of public utilities shall have
7 the power to require by subpoena or summons the
8 attendance and testimony of witnesses and the pro-
-9 duction of all books, papers, schedules of charges,
10 contracts, agreements, and documents relating to any
11 matter under investigation. Witnesses summoned
12 before the department by such subpoena or by a
13 summons issued by a clerk of a court of record, a
14 notary public or a justice of the peace shall be paid
15 by the department the same fees and mileage that are
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16 paid witnesses in the superior court of the common-
-17 wealth after they have testified. Such attendance of
18 witnesses and the production of such documentary
19 evidence, by said subpoena or said summons, may be
20 required from any place within the commonwealth,
21 at any designated place of hearing. And in case of
22 disobedience to such subpoena or such summons, the
23 department, or any party to a proceeding before the
24 department, may invoke the aid of the superior court
25 of any county to require the attendance and testi-
-26 mony of witnesses and the production of books,
27 papers, and documents under the provisions of this
28 section. The superior court of any county within the
29 jurisdiction of which such inquiry is carried on may,
30 in case of contumacy or refusal to obey such sub-
-31 poena or such summons issued to any witness, issue
32 an order requiring such witness to appear before the
33 department (and produce books, papers, and docu-
-34 ments if so ordered) and give evidence touching the
35 matter in question, with the use of said books, papers,
36 and documents wherever they are material; and any
37 failure to obey such order of the court to appear and
38 testify or produce such books, papers and documents,
39 or both of them, may be punished by such court as a
40 contempt thereof.


