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By Mr. Erickson of Worcester, petition of Michael J. O’Hara and
others for amendment of the law establishing the Lake Quinsigamond
Commission in the county of Worcester and for establishment of the
Lake Quinsigamond State Reservation. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act to establish the lake quinsigamond state
RESERVATION IN THE COUNTY OF WORCESTER.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public health and con-
-5 venience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and ninety-four
2 of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 sixteen is hereby further amended by striking out
4 section one and inserting in place thereof the fol-
o lowing:
6 Section 1. Within thirty days after the passage of
7 this act the governor, with the advice and consent
8 of the council, shall appoint an unpaid commission
9 of seven persons to be known as the Lake Quinsiga-
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10 mend commission, consisting of the chief of police
11 of the city of Worcester, ex officio, two residents of
12 the city of Worcester, two residents of the town of
13 Shrewsbury, one resident of the town of Grafton, and
14 one resident of a city or town in Worcester county
15 other than Worcester, Shrewsbury, or Grafton. Said
16 commission shall elect from its membership a chair-
-17 man, and shall meet quarterly or oftener at the call
18 of the chairman.
19 Of the initial appointees to said new commission,
20 one appointee from the city of Worcester and one
21 from the town of Shrewsbury shall serve for three
22 years; the appointee from the town of Grafton and
23 the appointee from Worcester county at large shall
24 serve for two years; and one appointee from the city
25 of Worcester and one from the town of Shrewsbury
26 shall serve for one year. Upon the expiration of the
27 term of any member, his successor shall be appointed,
28 in like manner as in the case of the original appoint-
-29 ment, for the term of three years. Vacancies in the
30 commission caused otherwise than by expiration of
31 term of service shall be filled for the balance of the
32 unexpired term in like manner as in the case of the
33 original appointment.
34 The new commission created by section one of this
35 act shall be in all respects the lawful successor to
36 the commission created by section one of chapter two
37 hundred and ninety-four of the Special Acts of the
38 year nineteen hundred and sixteen, as amended by
39 chapter one hundred and eighty-one of the acts of
40 the year nineteen hundred and thirty-six, and shall
41 have and exercise all the powers and privileges and
42 be subject to all the duties and obligations of said last
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43 mentioned commission; and the members thereof shall
44 cease to hold office upon the organization of said new
45 commission.

1 Section 2. Chapter two hundred and ninety-four
2 of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 sixteen is hereby further amended by striking out
4 section two and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-5 ing new section, to be known as section two:
6 Section 2. The said commissioners may, after notice
7 and a public hearing held in the city of Worcester,
8 establish reasonable rules and regulations for the pro-
-9 tection and policing of the waters of Lake Quinsiga-

-10 mond, as defined herein, and for permitting and
11 regulating the use of motor boats, other boats and
12 canoes therein, and for regulating the conduct of
13 persons upon, or bathing in, the waters of said lake;
14 and said commissioners may, after notice and a pub-
-15 lie hearing as aforesaid, from time to time, alter, add
16 to or repeal the rules and regulations made hereunder.

1 Section 3. Chapter two hundred and ninety-four
2 of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 sixteen is hereby further amended by striking out
4 section six and inserting in place thereof the following
5 new section, to be known as section six:
6 Section 6. No person shall operate a motor boat
7 or boat propelled by other than muscular power upon
8 the waters of said lake as above defined unless the
9 owner or person in possession of the boat shall have

10 obtained from the selectmen of Shrewsbury or Graf-
-11 ton, if he resides therein, or otherwise from the license
12 board of the city of Worcester, a permit to allow such
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13 boat to be operated. The permit shall be in force for
14 one year, and shall be in such form and subject to
15 such conditions and restrictions as may from time to
16 time be prescribed by the commission. The permit
17 shall be at all times in an easily accessible place in
18 the boat when the same is being operated.

1 Section 4. Chapter two hundred and ninety-four
2 of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 sixteen is hereby further amended by striking out
4 section seven and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing new section, to be known as section seven;
6 Section 7. Any police officer of the city of Worcester
7 and any officer qualified to serve criminal process in
8 the towns of Shrewsbury or Grafton, may patrol any
9 part of the waters of said lake as above defined, and

10 shall have authority to arrest any person fpr violat-
-11 ing any law of the commonwealth in, on or adjacent
12 to the waters of said lake, or any rule or regulation
13 established under the authority of this act, and may
14 serve warrants and make arrests therefor on the
15 waters of said lake or in any part of the city of Worces-
-16 ter or towns of Shrewsbury or Grafton.

1 Section 5. Chapter two hundred and ninety-four
2 of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 sixteen is hereby further amended by striking out
4 section eight and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing new section, to be known as section eight: —-

6 Section 8. Nothing herein contained shall prevent
7 the enforcement of any ordinance of the city of Worces-
-8 ter or any by-law of the town of Shrewsbury or the
9 town of Grafton upon any part of said waters lying

10 within the limits of said city or towns respectively.
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1 Section 6. Chapter two hundred and ninety-four
2 of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 sixteen is hereby further amended by repealing sec-
-4 tion ten thereof.

1 Section 7. Chapter two hundred and ninety-four
2 of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 sixteen is hereby amended by adding thereto the fol-
-4 lowing six sections, to be known as sections ten, eleven,
5 twelve, thirteen, fourteen and fifteen:
6 Section 10. The Lake Quinsigamond commission
7 is hereby authorized and directed to take by pur-
-8 chase, gift, or otherwise, the land in, under, and
9 around Lake Quinsigamond to the high water mark

10 thereof and extending from the Lincoln Street bridge
11 in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, on the north, to a
12 point approximately fifty feet southerly of the Hovey
13 dam in the town of Grafton on the south, the whole
14 being situated in the towns of Shrewsbury and Graf-
-15 ton, and the city of Worcester, Massachusetts, to-
-16 gether with all appurtenant rights, dams and ap-
-17 proaches thereto, and flowage rights, and the land
18 and water rights acquired under the provisions of
19 this act shall be known as the Lake Quinsigamond
20 state reservation. The title to the same shall be and
21 remain in the commonwealth of Massachusetts. The
22 high water mark referred to herein shall be estab-
-23 lished at elevation three hundred and fifty-nine and
24 forty-three one-hundredths mean sea level.
25 Section 11. To carry out the purposes of this act
26 the sum of seventy thousand dollars shall be allowed
27 and paid out of the treasury of the commonwealth.
28 Section 12. The commission shall have the same
29 powers to acquire lands for the Lake Quinsigamond
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30 state reservation which are given to the metropolitan
31 park commission, established by chapter four hundred
32 and seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
33 and ninety-three, and acts in amendment thereof or
34 supplementary thereto, and shall be vested with full
35 power and authority to care for, protect and main-
-36 tain the same in behalf of the commonwealth.
37 Section 13. The necessary expense for care and
38 maintenance of the Lake Quinsigamond state reser-
-39 vation, in excess of any income that may be derived
40 therefrom, shall be annually estimated by the Lake
41 Quinsigamond commission, and shall be embodied by
42 the county commissioners of the county of Worcester
43 in the estimate annually submitted by them to the
44 general court, and shall be assessed upon said county
45 and collected in the same manner as are county taxes.
46 Section 14-. The county treasurer of said county
47 shall hold, subject to the order of the Lake Quinsiga-
-48 mond commission, all sums raised by taxation in the
49 manner provided in section thirteen of this act, and
50 all other sums that may be given or bequeathed to
51 said commission for the purposes of the reservation,
52 as the Lake Quinsigamond State Reservation Fund.
53 Section 15. The commission shall not maintain,
54 alter, erect, or repair any bridges crossing the said
55 Lake Quinsigamond state reservation, and shall have
56 no control or supervision of any existing bridges.

1 Section 8. Chapter one hundred and eighty-one
2 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
-3 six is hereby repealed.
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