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By Mr. Aspell of Boston (by request), petition of Arthur T. Lyman
(Commissioner of Correction) relative to control of county industrial
farms by the sheriffs of the counties and to the custody of prisoners
committed thereto. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to control of county industrial
FARMS BY THE SHERIFFS OF THE COUNTIES AND TO THE
CUSTODY OF PRISONERS COMMITTED THERETO.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-six of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twenty-six of the General Laws, as appear-
-3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 striking out, in the eighth line, the words “The com-
o missioners” and inserting in place thereof the words:
6 The sheriff of the county, and in the tenth line
7 striking out the word “their” and inserting in place
8 thereof the word: his, so as to read as follows:
9 Section 36. Said commissioners may erect on said

10 land such temporary buildings of inexpensive con-
-11 struction as they consider necessary for the proper
12 housing of prisoners and for other purposes, in no case,
13 however, costing over three thousand dollars. If the
14 land reclaimed, cultivated and improved, as aforesaid,
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15 shall be sold, the proceeds shall be placed in the county
16 treasury and used, so far as possible, for the payment
17 of loans made under section thirty-eight. Any surplus
18 thereof shall be used for general county purposes.
19 The sheriff of the county may appoint, and at any
20 time remove, a superintendent for said farm and such
21 assistants as in his opinion are needed for its proper
22 management. No building used for housing the
23 prisoners shall be constructed until the commissioner
24 of correction has approved the plans therefor.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 six is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 thirty-seven, as amended by nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-six, chapter two hundred and twenty-eight, and
5 inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section 37. The sheriff of the county shall remove
7 to said farm such prisoners as in his opinion can ad-
-8 vantageously be employed therein in carrying out
9 sections thirty-five and thirty-six. The sheriff of the

10 county shall return any prisoner to the jail or house
11 of correction from which he was taken, or to which he
12 was sentenced. The sheriff of the county shall have
13 the custody of all prisoners removed thereto, and a
14 prisoner who escapes or attempts to escape therefrom
15 shall be punished therefor by imprisonment in a jail
16 or house of correction for not more than one year.
17 Permits to be at liberty shall be issued to the inmates
18 of county industrial farms and revoked in the manner
19 provided by law' for the issuance or revocation of per-

-20 mits to prisoners in jails and houses of correction.


