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By Mr. Kerrigan of Fall River, petition of the Massachusetts
Association of School Superintendents for legislation to provide state
aid for support of public schools. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to state aid for the support of

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter seventy of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end the following:

3

Equalization School Aid.4

5 Section 19. On January fifth, nineteen hundred
6 and forty, and annually thereafter on January fifth,
7 the commonwealth, from receipts of the previous
8 fiscal year, shall apportion and pay to towns for the
9 purpose of equalizing educational opportunities and

10 the burden of school support certain amounts to be
11 called equalization school aid.
12 Section 20. The amount of such equalization
13 school aid to be apportioned and paid a town annu-

HOUSE .... No. 715

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Part 111.



HOUSE— No. 715. [Jan.2

I

*

ally shall be the amount by which seventy-eight
dollars per weighted pupil plus the non-vocational
day kindergarten, elementary and high school tui-
tions paid by the town during its second preceding
fiscal year exceeds the sum of six dollars per thousand
dollars of the assessed valuation of the town for its
preceding fiscal year plus the non-vocational day
kindergarten, elementary and high school tuition
claims upon the town, paid or unpaid, for the second
preceding fiscal year, plus aid and reimbursements
received from the commonwealth by the town during
its preceding fiscal year under Parts I and II of this
chapter and under sections five, seven and eight of
chapter seventy-one.
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Section 21. If the average cost per weighted
pupil, excluding tuitions paid for the support of non-
vocational public day schools during the second,
third and fourth preceding fiscal years in a town, be
less than seventy-eight dollars, such lesser cost shall
be substituted for seventy-eight dollars in section
twenty when apportioning and paying equalization
school aid to said town.
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Section 22. For the purposes of Part 111 of this
chapter the following words and phrases shall be
defined as follows;

36
37
38

In determining the number of weighted pupils of a
town each pupil of average membership for the three
years preceding the previous July first of the town in
the public day schools in kindergartens shall count
as one, each pupil of average membership in grades
one to six, inclusive, during the year preceding the
previous July first shall count as one, each pupil of
average membership in grades seven to nine, inclu-
sive, during the year preceding the previous July
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48 first shall count as one and two tenths, each pupil of
49 average membership in grades ten to twelve, inclu-
-50 sive, and in classes for mentally retarded children
51 described in section forty-six of chapter seventy-one,
52 during the year preceding the previous July first
53 shall count as one and four tenths, and each pupil of
54 average membership receiving instruction for the
55 physically handicapped children according to section
56 forty-six A shall count as three when reimbursement
57 is not received under section ten of chapter seventy-
-58 one.
59 ‘ ‘ School support ’ ’ shall mean the amounts of money
60 expended during the fiscal year for the wages of
61 teachers, transportation of children, or board in place
62 thereof, fuel, care of fires, school rooms and school
63 premises, repairs, supervision, books and supplies,
64 and school sundries or incidentals, but excluding
65 alterations of school buildings, other than repairs,
66 and construction of schoolhouses, and also excluding

receipts of gifts and trust67 expenditures from the
68 funds.

shall mean the total assessed
state and tangible personal
determined by the last pre-

sed in establishing the local

69 ‘ ‘ Assessed valuation ”

70 valuation of the real e
71 property in the town as
72 ceding valuation and u
73 tax rate of the town.
74 “Average membership” shall have the meaning
75 designated in section eight of chapter seventy-two.
76 “Kindergartens” shall mean those classes held
77 for not less than three hours per school day usually
78 five days a week during the regular elementary school
79 year for children to attend during the year preceding
80 their eligibility to enter grade one.
81 Section 23. No town will be eligible for equalization
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school aid where the valuations of real estate and
tangible personal property of twenty per cent or more
of the owners of such property of a town are reduced
in any one fiscal year unless such reductions are
approved by the commissioner of corporations and
taxation.
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Section 24- Every superintendent of schools shall
file with the commissioner of education, not later than
July twenty-fifth in each year, a sworn statement,
upon blanks prepared by said commissioner contain-
ing the data necessary to determine the amounts
payable under Part 111 of this chapter. The said
commissioner shall, not later than October first
prepare and transmit to the commissioner of cor-
porations and taxation a list containing an estimate
based on the information then in his possession of the
amount payable under said Part 111 to each town on
the next succeeding January fifth. On November
first the commissioner of education shall certify to
the commissioner of corporations and taxation and
to the comptroller the amount due each town.
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Section 25. No town shall receive any payment
under Part 111 of this chapter, unless it has complied,
to the satisfaction of the commissioner of education,
with all laws relating to the public schools, providing
said commissioner has given written warning to the
school committee and to the superintendent of
schools on or before the preceding September first.
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Section 26. The equalization school aid received
by a town under Part 111 of this chapter shall be
available immediately for expenditure by the school
committee for the support of the non-vocational
kindergarten, elementary and high public day schools
of the town without local or municipal appropria-
tion.
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Supplementary Equalization School Aid.118

Section 27. On January fifth, nineteen hundred
and forty, and annually thereafter on January fifth,
the commonwealth, from receipts of the previous
fiscal year without appropriation shall apportion
and pay to certain towns for the purpose of further
equalizing educational opportunities and the burden
of school support certain amounts to be called sup-
plementary equalization school aid.

119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

Section 28. Such supplementary equalization
school aid shall be apportioned to towns where a
scattered population or small classes appear to the
commissioner of education to be sufficient justifica-
tion for an annual cost per weighted pupil greater
than seventy-eight dollars. It shall be apportioned
and paid to certain towns according to formulas to
be devised by the commissioner of education. The
total of such apportionments of equalization school
aid paid by the commonwealth in any one year shall
not exceed five hundred thousand dollars.
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Section 29. The terms “support of schools” and
“weighted pupils” as used in Part IV of this chapter
shall have the same meaning as in Part 111 of this
chapter.
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Section 30. No town will be eligible for supple-
mentary equalization school aid where the valua-
tions of real estate and tangible personal property of
twenty per cent or more of the owners of such prop-
erty in a town are reduced, in any one fiscal year,
unless those reductions are approved by the commis-
sioner of corporations and taxation.
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Part IV.
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Section 31. The superintendent of schools of
every town entitled to supplementary equalization
aid shall file with the commissioner of education,
not later than July twenty-fifth in each year a sworn
statement upon blanks prepared by said commis-
sioner, containing the data necessary for determining
the amounts payable under Part IV of this chapter.
The said commissioner shall not later than Novem-
ber first prepare and transmit to the commissioner of
corporations and taxation and to the comptroller a
certified list of the amounts due each town on the
succeeding January fifth under Part IV of this
chapter.
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Section 32. No town shall receive any payment
under Part IV of this chapter, unless it has complied,
to the satisfaction of the commissioner of education,
with all the laws relating to the public schools, pro-
viding said commissioner has given written warning
to the school committee and to the superintendent of
schools the preceding September first.
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Section 33. The supplementary equalization
ichool aid received by a town under Part IV of this
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chapter shall be made available immediately after
its receipt by the town treasurer for expenditure by
the school committee for the support of non-voca-
tional public day kindergarten, elementary and high
schools without local or municipal appropriation.
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