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of resolutions memorializing Congress in favor of a national wage
and hour law. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

Resolutions memorializing congress in favor of a
NATIONAL WAGE AND HOUR BILL.

1 Whereas, Wage and hour legislation is one of the
2 most important and controversial issues before the
3 Congress of the United States and this question
4 vitally affects the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
5 its industries and its four millions of people who
6 depend almost entirely upon industry for a livelihood;
7 and
8 Whereas, Hours and conditions of employment
9 and wages in this Commonwealth are the equal if

10 not better, in most cases, than that contemplated
11 in the proposed legislation, having been achieved
12 by and for the wage earner through the co-operation
13 of government, employer and employee and it is a
14 recognized fact that this Commonwealth has been
15 a leader in such legislation; and
16 Whereas, We have seen almost the entire loss of
17 our cotton industries and the attendant ruinous
18 effect upon our great cities of Lowell, Lawrence,
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19 New Bedford and Fall River, brought about mainly
20 by unfair differentials, in wages, hours and condi-
-21 tions of employment through which the low stand-
-22 ards bordering almost on starvation in other sections
23 of the country attracted industry away from Mas-
-24 sachusetts, which not only maintained its high stand-
-25 ards, but gradually raised them; and
26 Whereas, Other sections of the country have not
27 only promised low standards, low taxes and in some
28 cases freedom from taxes but have advertised these
29 facts in a further effort to draw away our industries;
30 and
31 Whereas, Our great textile industries are now
32 seriously threatened through differentials in favor
33 of other sections, which will result if a wage and
34 hour bill is passed that is not national in scope;
35 therefore be it
36 Resolved, That the General Court of the Common-
-37 wealth of Massachusetts, urges the Congress of the
38 United States to pass wage and hour legislation at
39 the present session of the Congress, that will be
40 national in scope, that will provide for national
41 universal wages of not less than forty cents per hour
42 and national universal hours of forty per week, that
43 will protect the products of American industry from
44 imports from foreign countries, which employ sweat-
-45 shop or substandard labor conditions, competing
46 unfairly with products manufactured in this country,
47 that will provide for the elimination of the labor in
48 industry of children under the age of sixteen years,
49 the administration of such legislation to be in the
50 department of labor of the United States and the
51 law to be enforced through the federal courts, and
52 be it further
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53 Resolved, That this legislature is opposed to any
54 federal wage and hour bill that will be discrimina-
-55 tory in nature, that allows differentials to any sec-
-56 tion of the country that sets up a dictator or board
57 of dictators to administer such a law, however; be
58 it further
59 Resolved, That if it shall be determined that the
60 inclusion of any industry under the terms of this
61 act shall create undue hardship or prove impractical,
62 this legislature would not object to such industry
63 being excluded; be it further
64 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Common-
-65 wealth be and is hereby instructed to forward a copy
66 of these resolutions properly engrossed, to the Presi-
-67 dent of the United States, the presiding officers of
68 both branches of the Congress and to each member
69 of the Congress, from this Commonwealth.




