
By Mr. Mahoney of Cambridge, petition of John W. Lyons (mayor

of Cambridge) for amendment of the laws relative to the challenging
of voters and to illegal challenges. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to challenges of voters and to

ILLEGAL CHALLENGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 eighty-five, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 85. In any state, city or town election at
6 which official ballots are used, the right of a person
7 offering to vote may be challenged either because his
8 name is not upon the voting list or because he is not
9 the person who he claims to be or because he has pre-

-10 viously voted at the same election and for no other
11 cause, and when the right of such person to vote is
12 challenged the presiding officer shall administer to
13 him the following oath:
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14 You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are the
15 identical person whom you represent yourself to be,
16 that you are registered in this precinct (or town) and
17 that you have not voted at this election.

18 He shall also be required to write his name and
19 residence on the outside of the ballot offered, and the
20 presiding officer shall add thereto the name of the
21 person challenging, and the cause assigned therefor,
22 whereupon such ballot shall be received; and no per-
23 son shall make any statement or give any information
24 in regard thereto, except as required by law. The
25 clerk shall record the name and residence of every
26 person who has been challenged and has voted.

1 Section 2. Section thirty-eight of chapter fifty-
-2 six of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “purpose” in
4 the third line the words: and whoever knowing that
5 the cause which he assigns is untrue challenges the
6 right of a person to vote, so as to read as follows:
7 Section 38. Any person challenging a qualified voter
8 for purposes of intimidation, or of ascertaining how
9 he voted, or for any other illegal purpose and whoever

10 knowing that the cause which he assigns is untrue
11 challenges the right of a person to vote, shall be pun-
-12 ished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.


