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By Mr. Doherty of Boston, petition of Maurice J. Tobin (mayor
of Boston) for legislation to facilitate disposal of land acquired by
cities and towns through the foreclosure of tax titles. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act to facilitate the disposal of land acquired

BY CITIES AND TOWNS THROUGH THE FORECLOSURE OF

TAX TITLES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. The mayor of any city, subject to the
2 provisions of its charter, or the board of selectmen
3 of any town, holding property acquired by foreclosure
4 of tax titles to the assessed value of not less than
5 twenty-five thousand dollars in the aggregate, may
6 appoint a custodian who shall have the care, custody,
7 management and control of all property acquired by
8 said city or town as the result of the foreclosure of the
9 equity of redemption in tax titles.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. The custodian, with the approval of
2 the mayor in any city or with the approval of a majority
3 of the board of selectmen in any town, may, notwith-
-4 standing any provision of law or of any charter or
5 by-law of the city or town to the contrary, sell any
6 property so acquired at public auction for not less
7 than a minimum amount to be fixed, with the approval
8 of the mayor, or the board of selectmen, as the case
9 may be, by the custodian or, in the event of the ap-

-10 pointment for this purpose by the mayor or the board
11 of selectmen of a board of three appraisers, by said
12 board.

1 Section 3. And for the purpose of effecting such
2 sales the custodian may pay to any broker or agent
3 who may procure a sale, a commission at a rate to be
4 determined by said custodian. Said rate shall not be
5 greater than the usual rate current and prevailing
6 and applying to similar property in the city or town
7 where the land lies and no action or suit shall lie for
8 failure to pay any such commission except upon a

9 written agreement between said custodian and said
10 broker or agent approved in writing by the mayor
11 or board of selectmen.

1 Section 4. The custodian shall serve during the
2 pleasure of the mayor or board of selectmen and shall
3 receive as his compensation, if any, a sum fixed by
4 the mayor or by the board of selectmen, or in lieu
5 of a fixed salary he may be recompensed by a com-
-6 mission on the sales made, as the mayor or board of
7 selectmen may determine. But not more than one
8 commission shall be paid for procuring the sale of any
9 one parcel.


