
HOUSE 1107

At the request of Mr. Baylies of Taunton, the bill relative to the
maintenance of gates or electric signals, or the stationing of flagmen
at certain railroad grade crossings, and for the apportionment of the
cost thereof, was taken from the files of the preceding year. Trans-
portation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to the maintenance of gates or
ELECTRIC SIGNALS, OR THE STATIONING OF FLAGMEN

AT CERTAIN RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS, AND FOR THE

APPORTIONMENT OF THE COST THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cjje Commontoealtlj of Massachusetts

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section one hundred
3 and forty-seven, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 147. If a public way or a traveled place
6 not a private way and a railroad cross each other at
7 the same level the department may, upon petition of
8 the board of aldermen of the city or the selectmen of
9 the town where the crossing is situated or of the di-

-10 rectors of the railroad corporation or of the depart-
-11 ment of public works, if the way is a state highway
12 or in direct continuation thereof, or upon its own
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13 motion, after due notice to the interested parties and
14 a hearing, order in writing that gates shall be erected
15 at said crossing across said way or place and that an
16 agent be stationed thereat to open and close such
17 gates when an engine or train passes, or that a flagman
18 shall be stationed at the crossing, who shall display a
19 flag or warning device when an engine or train passes,
20 or that such crossing shall be provided with an electric
21 signal, such as the department may determine to be
22 required for the better security of human life or for the
23 convenience of public travel and the corporation shall
24 comply with such order. Except in cases where a
25 railroad corporation is the petitioner, the department
26 shall apportion the charges and expenses of installing
27 such gates or signal between the railroad corporation
28 and the city or town where said crossing is situated in
29 accordance with the relative benefits to be derived
30 from the maintenance of such gates or signal and if the
31 crossing is on a state highway or in direct continuation
32 thereof the commonwealth may be included in the
33 apportionment and its share shall be paid from the
34 annual appropriation for maintenance and repair of
35 state highways.
36 The cost of operating and maintaining any such
37 gates or signal, or of providing such agent or flagman
38 shall be paid by the railroad corporation, except that a

39 city by its mayor, authorized by the board of aldermen
40 or a town by its board of selectmen, authorized by a
41 vote of the town, or, if the way is a state highway or in
42 direct continuation thereof, the commonwealth by its
43 department of public works may enter into an agree-
-44 ment with the railroad corporation, thereby engaging
45 the city, the town or the commonwealth respectively
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46 to pay a proportion of the cost of such operation and
47 maintenance.
48 Nothing in this section shall affect the authority of
49 the department of public works under section eight
50 of chapter eighty-nine and section two of chapter
51 eighty-five.




