
No. 1317HOUSE
By Mr. O’Neill of Cambridge, petition of Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr.,

for regulation of the working hours of operators of certain motor
vehicles used for carrying passengers or property for hire. Trans-
portation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act regulating the working hours of operators

OF CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and fifty-nine A
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section nine, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, the following new section:
5 Section 9A. It shall be unlawful for any driver to
6 operate any motor vehicle used for the transportation
7 of passengers under this chapter on the public ways
8 within the commonwealth, or for the owner of the
9 vehicle to require or permit any driver so to operate

10 the same, more than eight hours in any period of
11 twenty-four consecutive hours. In case of flood, storm
12 or other unforeseen emergency, the driver may com-
-13 plete his run or tour of duty if such run or tour of duty
14 would reasonably have been completed without a
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15 violation of this section except for the delay caused by
16 such emergency, or may make deliveries of neces-
-17 saries of life notwithstanding the foregoing provisions
18 of this section.
19 Wherever used in this section the word “driver”
20 shall mean any person operating a motor vehicle used
21 for the transportation ofpassengers under this chapter,
22 whether the owner or lessee of the vehicle, or his em-
-23 ployee, agent, servant or licensee.
24 The department shall have authority to make such
25 rules and regulations as it deems necessary or advisable
26 to insure proper enforcement of the provisions of this
27 section.
2S Whoever violates any provision of this section or of
29 any rule or regulation made under authority hereof
30 shall be punished by

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-
-2 nine A is hereby further amended by inserting after
3 section eleven, as so appearing, the following new sec-
-4 tion:
5 Section 11A. Whoever violates any provision of
6 this chapter or of any rule or regulation made under
7 authority hereof shall be punished by
8 Nothing herein shall be deemed or construed to limit
9 the authority of the department or of the registrar of

10 motor vehicles under section eleven.

1 Section 3. Chapter one hundred and fifty-nine
2 B of the General Laws, as appearing in section one of
3 chapter two hundred and sixty-four of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby amended
5 by striking out section nine, as amended by section
6 four of chapter three hundred and forty-five of the acts
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7 of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, and inserting in
8 place thereof the following:
9 Section 9. It shall be unlawful for any driver to

10 operate any motor vehicle used for the transportation
11 of property on the public ways within the common-
-12 wealth, or for the owner of the vehicle to require or
13 permit any driver so to operate the same, more than
14 eight hours in any period of twenty-four consecutive
15 hours. In case of flood, storm or other unforeseen
16 emergency, the driver may complete his run or tour
17 of duty if such run or tour of duty would reasonably
18 have been completed without a violation of this sec-

-19 tion except for the delay caused by such emergency,
20 or may make deliveries of necessaries of life notwith-
-21 standing the foregoing provisions of this section.
22 Wherever used in this section the word “driver”
23 shall mean any person operating a motor vehicle used
24 for the transportation of property, whether the owner
25 or lessee of the vehicle, or his employee, agent, servant
26 or licensee.
27 The department shall have authority to make such
28 rules and regulations as it deems necessary or advisable
29 to insure proper enforcement of the provisions of this
30 section.
31 Whoever violates any provision of this section or
32 of any rule or regulation made under authority hereof
33 shall be punished by




