
HOUSE 1774

House of Representatives, March 24, 1938.
The committee on Power and Light, to whom was

recommitted the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 150) of John B. Wenzler that electric companies be
required to furnish electric light bulbs to consumers
without charge, report (in part) the accompanying order
(House, No. 1774).

For the committee,

JOHN T. COMERFORD.
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House of Representatives, March 24, 1938.

Whereas, There is now pending before the House of
Representatives a bill, House number 150, a copy of
which is submitted herewith, providing that “Every
electric company shall furnish its consumers with elec-
tric light bulbs without charge therefor”; and

Whereas, No such requirement is found in any exist-
ing law or proposed in any pending legislation, with
reference to municipal electric lighting plants; and

Whereas, Grave doubt exists as to the constitution-
ality of said bill, if enacted into law; accordingly be it

Ordered, That the House of Representatives require
the opinions of the Honorable the Justices of the Su-
preme Judicial Court on the following important ques-
tions of law:

1. Is it constitutionally competent for the General
Court to require an electric light company to furnish
electric light bulbs to its consumers without charge
therefor, as provided in said bill, notwithstanding the
provisions of Section 1 of Article XIV of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution of the United States that no
state shall deprive any person of property without due
process of law?

2. Would the requirement of said bill that every elec-
tric company shall furnish electric light bulbs to its
consumers without charge therefor, if enacted into law,
when no municipal electric lighting plant is subjected
or proposed by pending legislation to be subjected to any
such requirement, constitute a denial to electric companies
of the equal protection of the law's, in violation of the
provisions of said section of said Article of Amendment
to said Constitution?
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3. Would said requirement that such companies fur-
nish free electric light bulbs to their consumers, if en-
acted into law, be a valid exercise of the police power
of the Commonwealth, notwithstanding the provisions
of said section of said Article of Amendment to said Con-
stitution?

FRANK E. BRIDGMAN, Clerk.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act requiring electric companies to furnish

WITHOUT CHARGE ELECTRIC LIGHT BULBS TO CON-

SUMERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty-four of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by adding after section one hundred
4 and eight the following new section:
5 Section 108A. Every electric company shall fur-
-6 nish its consumers with electric light bulbs without
7 charge therefor.

COPY OF HOUSE BILL NO. 150.
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