
HOUSE . . . . No. 1793

Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Burgess of Quincy, for
bill with the same title (Senate, No. 416). March 29.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act authorizing the suspension of the authority

TO ACT OF CITY AND TOWN COLLECTORS OF TAXES, AND

THE APPOINTMENT OF TEMPORARY COLLECTORS OF
TAXES, UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

1 Chapter forty-one of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section thirty-nine, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following
4 new section:
5 Section S9A. If, in the opinion of the commis-
-6 sioner of corporations and taxation, hereinafter
7 referred to as the commissioner, based upon informa-
-8 tion obtained at a hearing or otherwise, the safety
9 of any city or town funds may be jeopardized by the

10 continuation in office of a city or town collector or
11a treasurer acting as such collector, the commissioner
12 may, after a preliminary hearing, at least twenty-
-13 four hours notice of which shall have been given to
14 such officer, suspend the authority of such officer

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 to act as collector by a writing filed in the office of
16 the city or town clerk, and may appoint a temporary
17 collector who upon his qualification shall perform
18 the duties of the office of collector until the author-
-19 ity of such temporary collector is terminated as
20 hereinafter provided. In case of the death or resig-
-21 nation of a temporary collector so appointed before
22 the termination of his authority as aforesaid, the
23 commissioner may appoint another in his place. A
24 temporary collector appointed by the commissioner
25 shall be sworn and give bond for the faithful per-
-26 formance of his duties in accordance with the pro-
-27 visions of law applying to the collector whose place
28 he fills, and if he fails to be sworn or give bond within
29 five days after his appointment, the commissioner
30 may rescind his appointment and appoint another.
31 Within seven days after the termination of such
32 preliminary hearing or at such later date as may be
33 fixed by the commissioner with the written consent
34 of the officer whose authority has been suspended,
35 the commissioner shall, unless the suspension is
36 sooner revoked, hold a further hearing, due notice
37 of which shall be given by publication or otherwise
38 to all persons interested; and at such hearing such
39 officer may be represented by counsel and any docu-
-40 mentary or other evidence bearing upon the fitness
41 of the officer to continue to perform his duties as
42 collector may be introduced by him or any other
43 interested person. If the commissioner is satisfied
44 from evidence produced at such hearing that the
45 safety of any city or town funds would be jeopardized
46 by such officer’s continuing to act as collector, the
47 commissioner, by a writing filed with the city or
48 town clerk, may, not later than ten days after such
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49 hearing remove such officer, if a collector, from the
50 office of collector or, if a treasurer acting as collector,
51 terminate the authority of such treasurer to act as

52 collector. If, at the expiration of said ten days, the
53 commissioner has not taken any action as aforesaid,
54 the suspension of the authority of such officer shall
55 thereby be revoked. At any time prior to the removal
56 of a collector or the termination of the authority of
57 a treasurer to act as collector, the commissioner may
58 revoke such suspension by a writing filed with the
59 cityr or town clerk. The authority of a temporary
GO collector appointed by the commissioner under this
61 section shall terminate upon the revocation of such
62 suspension, or upon the qualification of a temporary
63 or permanent successor in office following the death,
64 resignation, removal or expiration of the term of
65 office of the officer whose authority to act as col-
-66 lector has been suspended.
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