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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Brown of Abingtor
r a bill with the same title (House, No. 1538). March 31.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight,

An Act providing for time off for good behavior

IN THE CASE OF PRISONERS IN STATE PENAL AND RE-
FORMATORY INSTITUTIONS AND COUNTY INSTITUTIONS.

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended, by striking out
3 section one hundred and thirty, as appearing in the
4 Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 Section 130. Every officer in charge of a prison or
7 other place of confinement, except the state farm,
8 shall keep a record of the conduct of each prisoner
9 in his custody whose term of imprisonment is four

10 months or more. Every such prisoner, whose record
11 of conduct shows that he has faithfully observed all
12 the rules and has not been subjected to punishment
13 shall be entitled to a deduction from the maximum
14 term of his sentence, which shall be estimated as
15 follows: upon a sentence of not less than four months

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 and less than one year, one day for each month;
17 upon a sentence of not less than one year and less
18 than three years, three days for each month; upon
19 a sentence of not less than three years and less than
20 five years, four days for each month; upon a sentence
21 of not less than five years and less than ten years,
22 five days for each month; upon a sentence of ten
23 years or more, six days for each month. If a prisoner
24 has two or more sentences to be served not concur-
-25 rently, the aggregate of his several sentences shall be
26 the basis upon which the deduction shall be esti-
-27 mated. A prisoner who is entitled to such deduction
28 from the term of his imprisonment shall receive a
29 written permit to be at liberty during the time so
30 deducted upon the minimum requirement of an ap-
-31 proved home and upon such other terms as the board
32 which grants the permit shall prescribe. If a prisoner
33 of a state penal or reformatory institution violates
34 any of the rules or regulations of said penal institu-
-35 tion or other place of confinement, the commissioner
36 shall have power to restore to any such prisoner who
37 has heretofore or may hereafter forfeit any or all
38 good time by violating any of the existing rules or
39 regulations of said penal institution, such portion
40 of the loss of good time as he may in his judgment
41 upon recommendations and evidence submitted to
42 him in writing by the warden, superintendent or
43 officer in charge deem advisable and to the common
44 good. If during the term of imprisonment the pris-
-45 oner shall commit any offense for which he shall be
46 convicted by a judge or a jury, all remissions there-
-47 fore shall be thereby annulled. This section and the
48 provisions thereof shall apply to all prisoners now

49 and hereafter confined in state and reformatory in-
-50 stitutions.


