
HOUSE . . . . No. 1852
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Foster of Great Bar

rington, for a bill with the same title (House, No. 51). April 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to control of diseases dangerous

TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

1 Section 1. Section fifty-four of chapter seventy-
-2 one of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the second line, the words “and diagnosis”
5 and by striking out, in the same line, the words “liere-
-6 inafter provided” and inserting in place thereof the
7 words: provided in this chapter, so as to read as
8 follows: Section 54. Every school physician shall
9 make a prompt examination of all children referred to

10 him as provided in this chapter, and such further
11 examination of teachers, janitors and school buildings
12 as in his opinion the protection of the health of the
13 pupils may require. Every such physician who is
14 assigned to perform the duty of examining children
15 who apply for health certificates shall make a prompt
16 examination of every child who wishes to obtain an
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17 employment certificate, as provided in section eighty-
-18 seven of ' chapter one hundred and forty-nine, and
19 who presents to said physician the pledge or promise
20 of the employer, as provided in said section; and the
21 physician shall certify in writing whether or not in his
22 opinion such child is in sufficiently sound health and
23 physically able to perform the work described in said
24 pledge or promise.

1 Section 2. Said chapter seventy-one is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section fifty-five,
3 as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 55. A child infected, or in a household
6 where a person is infected, with a disease dangerous
7 to the public health as defined in accordance with
8 section six of chapter one hundred and eleven, or in a

9 household exposed to contagion from any such disease
10 in another household, shall not attend any public
11 school while he is so infected or remains in a household
12 where such infection or exposure exists; nor shall a

13 child who has been absent from school on account of
14 such infection or exposure return to school without a

15 certificate from the board of health or its duly ap-

-16 pointed agent that the danger of conveying such dis-
-17 ease by such child has passed, unless, in the case of a

18 child returning to school after absence on account of
19 having been so infected, such child is immediately
20 referred to a school physician for examination and it
21 is found by him that such danger has passed.

1 Section 3. Said chapter seventy-one is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section fifty-five,
3 as so appearing, the following new section:
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4 Section 55A. A child showing signs of ill health or
5 of being infected with a disease dangerous to the pub-
-6 lie health as defined in accordance with section six of
7 chapter one hundred and eleven shall be sent home
8 immediately, or as soon as safe and proper conveyance

9 can be found, or shall be referred to a school physician,
10 who may direct that such child be sent home. In the
11 case of schools remotely situated, such other steps may
12 be taken as will best effectuate the purpose of this
13 section and ensure the safety of such child and of other
14 pupils. The superintendent of schools shall imme-
-15 diately cause the board of health to be notified of all
16 children excluded under this section by reason of any
17 disease dangerous to the public health.

1 Section 4. Said chapter seventy-one is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section fifty-six, as so
3 appearing, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing;

5 Section 66. If any child is found to be suffering
6 from any disease or defect, or if any child is found to
7 have any defect or disability requiring treatment,
8 the school committee shall forthwith notify the parent
9 or guardian of such child.

1 Section 5. Chapter seventy-six of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section fifteen,
3 as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 15. An unvaccinated child shall not be
6 admitted to a public school except upon presentation
7 of a physician’s certificate like that required by section
8 one hundred and eighty-three of chapter one hundred
9 and eleven.
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1 Section 6. Section one of chapter one hundred
2 and eleven of the General Laws, as so appearing, is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end the following
4 new paragraph;
5 “Disease dangerous to the public health” shall
6 include all diseases defined as such in accordance
7 with the provisions of section six.

1 Section 7. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section six,
3 as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 6. The department shall have the power
6 to, and shall from time to time, define what diseases
7 shall be deemed to be dangerous to the public health,
8 and shall make such rules and regulations consistent
9 with law for the control and prevention of such dis-

-10 eases as it deems advisable for the protection of the
11 public health.

1 Section 8. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 ninety-six, as so appearing, and inserting in place

1 thereof the following
5 Section 96. A magistrate authorized to issue war-
-6 rants may issue a warrant directed to the sheriff of the
7 county or his deputy, or to any constable or police
8 officer, requiring him, under the direction of the board
9 of health, to remove any person infected with a dis-

-10 ease dangerous to the public health or who is a carrier
11 of the causative agent thereof, or to take control of
12 convenient houses and lodgings, and to impress into
13 service and use such convenient houses, lodgings,
14 nurses, attendants and other necessaries. The re-
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15 moval authorized this section may be made to a

16 hospital in any town established for the reception of
17 persons having diseases dangerous to the public health,
18 provided that the assent of the board of health of the
19 town to which such removal is to be made shall first
20 have been obtained.

1 Section 9. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by inserting after section
3 ninety-six, as so appearing, the following new sec-
-4 tion:

5 Section 96A. No town shall transport or permit to
6 be transported to another town any person infected
7 with a disease dangerous to the public health, without
8 first obtaining the assent from the board of health of
9 the town to which the patient is to be transported;

10 but this requirement shall not apply to transportation
11 to a hospital except under section ninety-six.

1 Section 10. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 ninety-seven, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 97. Sections ninety-five and ninety-six,
6 so far as they confer authority for the removal of
7 patients from their homes, shall apply only to persons
8 residing in boarding houses or hotels, or to two or
9 more families occupying the same dwelling, or in

10 other cases where, in the opinion of the board, the
11 patient cannot properly be isolated.

1 Section 11. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section one
3 hundred and four, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
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5 Section 10/+. If a disease dangerous to the public
6 health exists in a town, the selectmen and board of
7 health shall use all possible care to prevent the spread
8 of the infection and may give public notice of infected
9 places by such means as in their judgment may be

10 most effectual for the common safety. Whoever
11 obstructs the selectmen, board of health or its agent in
12 using such means, or whoever wilfully and without
13 authority removes, obliterates, defaces or handles
14 such public notices which are posted, shall forfeit not
15 less than ten nor more than one hundred dollars.

1 Section 12. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section one
3 hundred and seven, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following

5 Section 107. No person shall convey or cause to
6 be conveyed through or from town in the com-
-7 monwealth the body of any person who has died from
8 any disease dangerous to the public health, except in
9 accordance with such rules and regulations as may

10 be made from time to time by the department. No
11 town clerk, or clerk or agent of the board of health,
12 shall give a permit for the removal of such a body
13 until he has received from the board of health of the
14 city or town where the death occurred a certificate
15 stating the cause of death, and that said body has
16 been prepared so as to preclude danger of contagion
17 or infection by its transportation. The certificate
18 shall be delivered to the agent or person receiving
19 the body. The departmeht shall formulate such
20 rules and regulations pertaining to funerals of all
21 persons dying from any disease dangerous to the
22 public health as it deems necessary to prevent the
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23 spread of infection. Whoever violates this section
24 or any rule or regulation made hereunder shall for-
-25 feit not more than twenty-five dollars.

1 Section 13. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section one

3 hundred and nine, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 109. A householder who knows or has
6 cause to believe that a person in his family or house
7 is infected with a disease dangerous to the public
8 health shall forthwith give notice thereof to the board
9 of health of the town where such householder dwells,

10 unless a physician is in attendance. Upon the death,
11 recovery or removal of such person, the householder
12 shall disinfect to the satisfaction of the board such
13 rooms of his house and articles therein as, in the
14 opinion of the board, have been exposed to infection
15 or contagion, but the board may in its discretion,
16 disinfect all such premises as, in its opinion, have been
17 exposed to any disease dangerous to the public health,
18 at the expense of the town, and may employ any
19 proper and competent person to so disinfect. Whoever
20 violates any provision of this section shall be punished
21 by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.

1 Section 14. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section one
3 hundred and eleven, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 111. If a physician knows or has cause to
6 believe that a person whom he visits is infected with
7 a disease dangerous to the public health, or if either
8 eye of an infant whom or whose mother a physician,
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9 or a hospital medical officer registered under section
10 nine of chapter one hundred and twelve, visits, be-
-11 comes inflamed, swollen and red, or shows an unnatural
12 discharge within two weeks after birth, he shall inune-
-13 diately give written notice thereof, signed by him, to
14 the board of health of the town where the patient is
15 being attended by him; if the board of health which
16 receives such written notice is the board of health of
17 a town other than where the patient dwells, it shall
18 immediately, upon receipt of such notice, send a copy
19 thereof to the board of health of the town where the
20 patient dwells; and in addition thereto, the board of
21 health which receives the written notice signed by
22 such physician or medical officer, whether or not it is
23 the board of health of the town where the patient
24 dwells, shall send a copy thereof to the board of health
25 of the town in which the patient is known to have

and to the board of health of
> known to have exposed any

26 contracted such disease
27 each town in which h
28 person to such disease If a physician or such a hos-

uses or neglects to give the
section he shall be punished

29 pita! medical officer re
30 notice required by tl
31 by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than two
32 hundred do!

The foregoing provisions of this section and th
34 provision of section one hundred and nine shall not

35 apply to gonorrhea and syphilis, except in the case of
36 eye infections in infants under two weeks of
37 Any person having either of said diseases shall b
38 reported to local boards of health, either directly
39 through the department, in accordance with such
40 special rules and regulations as the department may

41 make, having due regard for the best interests of the
42 public
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1 Section 15. Section one hundred and twelve of
2 said chapter one hundred and eleven, as so appearing,
3 is hereby amended by striking out all after the word
4 “welfare” in the sixth line, so as to read as follows:
5 —Section 112. If the board of health of a town
6 has had notice of a case of any disease declared by
7 the department dangerous to the public health therein,
8 it shall within twenty-four hours thereafter give
9 notice thereof to the department, stating the name and

10 the location of the patient so afflicted, and upon
11 request the department shall forthwith certify any
12 such reports to the department of public welfare.

1 Section 16. Said chapter one hundred and eleven
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section one
3 hundred and thirteen, as so appearing, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following:
5 Section 113. Every board of health shall keep a
6 record of all reports received pursuant to sections one
7 hundred and nine to one hundred and eleven, inclusive,
8 containing the name and location of all persons who
9 are infected, their disease, the name of the person

10 reporting the case, the date of such report, and other
11 information required by the department. Such records
12 shall be kept in the manner or upon forms prescribed
13 by the department. The board of health shall forth-
-14 with give information to the school committee of all
15 diseases dangerous to the public health so reported
16 to it. Every board of health shall appoint some

17 person, who may or may not be a member of the board,
18 who shall give notice to the department, as provided
19 in the preceding section, of any person infected with a

20 disease dangerous to the public health; and in case

21 of the absence or disability of such appointee, the
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22 board of health shall appoint another person to per-
-23 form this duty during such absence or disability.
24 Such appointments and the acceptance thereof by
25 the persons so appointed shall be placed upon the
26 records of the board. Any person, having accepted
27 such appointment, who wilfully refuses or wilfully
28 neglects or through gross negligence fails to give such
29 notices shall be punished by a fine of not more than
30 fifty dollars.

1 Section 17. Sections one hundred and seventy-
-2 six to one hundred and eighty, inclusive, of said chap-
-3 ter one hundred and eleven, as so appearing, are

4 hereby repealed.






