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House of Representatives, April 13, 1938.

The committee on Labor and Industries, to whom
were referred so much of the report of the Attorney-
General for the year ending November 30, 1937 (Pub.
Doc. No. 12) as relates to requiring contractors on public
works to carry insurance for compensating injured em-
ployees (page 18), so much of the recommendation of
the Department of Labor and Industries (House, No.
33) as relates to requiring persons contracting for public
works to insure their employees (accompanied by bill.
House, No. 34), and the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 399), of Thomas F. Coyne that contractors
and sub-contractors on public works be required to
insure their employees under the workmen’s compen-
sation law, report the accompanying bill (House, No.
1862).

For the committee,

ARTHUR W. COOLIDGE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act requiring contractors on public buildings

AND OTHER PUBLIC WORKS TO PROVIDE AND CONTINUE
IN FORCE, DURING THE FULL TERM OF THE CONTRACT,
INSURANCE UNDER THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION
LAW, SO CALLED.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public health, safety
5 and convenience.

1 Chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section two of
3 chapter three hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after section thirty-four the
6 following new section: ■—

7 Sectio7i 34A. Every contract for the construction,
8 alteration, maintenance, repair or demolition of, or

9 addition to, any public building or other public works
10 for the commonwealth or any political subdivision

11 thereof, shall contain stipulations requiring that the
12 contractor shall, before commencing performance of
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Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:
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13 such contract, provide In- insurance for the payment
14 of compensation and the furnishing of other benefits
15 under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
16 fifty-two to all persons to be employed under the
17 contract, and that the contractor shall continue such
18 insurance in full force and effect during the term of
19 the contract. No officer or agent contracting in be-

-20 half of the commonwealth or any political subdivision
21 thereof shall awardsuch a contract untilhehas been fur-
-22 nished with sufficient proof of compliance with the
23 aforesaid stipulations. Failure to provide and continue
24 in force such insurance as aforesaid shall be deemed a
25 material breach of the contract and shall operate as
26 an immediate termination thereof. No cancellation
27 of such insurance, whether by the insurer or by the
28 insured, shall be valid unless written notice thereof
29 is given by the party proposing cancellation to the
30 other party and to the officer or agent who awarded
31 the contract at least fifteen days prior to the intended
32 effective date thereof, which date shall be expressed
33 in said notice. Notice of cancellation sent by the
34 party proposing cancellation by registered mail, post-
-35 age prepaid, with a return receipt of the addressee
36 requested, shall be a sufficient notice. An affidavit
37 of any officer, agent or employee of the insurer or
38 of the insured, as the case may be, duly authorized
39 for the purpose, that he has so sent such notice ad-
-40 dressed as aforesaid shall be prima facie evidence of
41 the sending thereof as aforesaid. The provisions of
42 this section shall apply to the legal representative,
43 trustee in bankruptcy, receiver, assignee, trustee and
44 the successor in interest of any such contractor. The
45 superior court shall have jurisdiction in equity to en-
-46 force the provisions of this section.
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47 Whoever violates this section shall be punished by
48 a fine of not more than one hundred dollars or by
49 imprisonment for six months, or both. Any con-
-50 tractor who violates this section shall be prohibited
51 from contracting, directly or indirectly, with the
52 commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof,
53 for the construction, alteration, demolition, mainte-
-54 nance or repair of, or addition to, any public works
55 or public building for a period of two years from the
56 date of conviction of said violation.


