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by said town that may be determined by the commission established 
under authority of chapter four hundred and seventy of the acts 
of nineteen hundred and seventy-five and in accordance with the 
amount apportioned as the share of the town of Harwich. 

SECTION 5. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the 
voters of the town of Bourne at the next annual town election or 
a special town election or at the biennial state election to be held 
in the current year, whichever occurs first, in the form of the 
following question which shall be placed upon the official ballot 
at such election: "Shall an act passed by the general court in 
the year nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, entitled 'An Act 
authorizing the town of Bourne to withdraw from the Old King's 
Highway Regional Historic District', be accepted?" If a majority 
of the votes cast in answer to said question is in the affirmative 
this act shall take full effect, but not otherwise. 

Approved July 13, 1978 

Chap. 437. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
TO REIMBURSE INMAN SQUARE APARTMENTS 
COMPANY FOR EXCESS TAXES PAID. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to 
the contrary, the city of Cambridge is hereby authorized to pay 
eight thousand seventy-four dollars and eighty cents to Inman 
Square Apartments Company, a limited dividend Massachusetts 
partnership, for reimbursement of excess taxes paid in the years 
nineteen hundred and seventy-two, nineteen hundred and seventy-
three, and nineteen hundred and seventy-four. 

Approved July 13, 1978 

Chap. 438. AN ACT DESIGNATING THE DORCHESTER BAY 
BRIDGE AT MORRISSEY BOULEVARD IN THE CITY 
OF BOSTON AS THE JOHN J. BEADES BRIDGE. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

The bridge at Morrissey boulevard in the city of Boston now 
known as the Dorchester Bay Bridge shall be known and designated 
as the Senator John J. Beades Bridge, in memory of Senator 
John J. Beades of the Dorchester section of the city of Boston, 
who devoted his adult life to the service of the public and in 
particular to the needs of the people of Dorchester. A suitable 
marker bearing said designation shall be attached thereto by the 
metropolitan district commission. 

Approved July 13, 1978 

Chap. 439. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE USE OF CERTAIN 
QUARTZ-HALOGEN HEADLIGHTS ON MOTOR 
VEHICLES. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 
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SECTION 1. Section 7 of chapter 90 of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most 
recently amended by chapter 621 of the acts of 1975, and insert
ing in place thereof the following paragraph :-

Every motor vehicle operated in or upon any way shall be 
provided with brakes adequate to control the movement of such 
vehicle and conforming to rules and regulations made by the 
registrar , and such brakes shall at all times be maintained in 
good working order. Every automobile shall be provided with at 
least two braking systems, one of which shall be the service 
brake system, and the other shall be the parking brake system, 
each with a separate means of application, each operating directly 
or indirectly on at least two wheels and each of which shall 
suffice alone to stop said automobile within a proper distance as 
defined in said rules and regulations; provided, that if such 
systems are connected, combined or have any part in common, 
such systems shall be so constructed that a breaking of any one 
element thereof will not leave the automobile without brakes 
acting directly or indirectly on at least two wheels; and provided, 
further, that a tractor having a draw-bar pull rating of ten 
horse power or less and capable of a maximum speed of not more 
than eighteen miles an hour and designed specially for use 
elsewhere than on the traveled part of ways may be operated 
thereon if equipped with a single braking system which shall 
suffice to stop such tractor within a proper distance as aforesaid. 
Every automobile equipped with an hydraulic braking system 
whether or not assisted by other means, which provides braking 
action on four or more wheels, shall be equipped with a service 
brake system so arranged as to provide separate systems for at 
least two wheels and so designed and constructed that rupture 
or leakage-type failure of any single pressure component of the 
service brake system, except structural failures of the brake 
master cylinder body, effectiveness indicator body, or other 
housing common to the divided system, will not result in complete 
loss of function of the vehicle brakes when force on the brake 
pedal is continued. "Pressure component" means any internal 
component of the brake master cylinder or master control unit, 
wheel brake cylinder, brake line, brake hose, or equivalent, 
except vacuum assist components. Except in the case of a 
school bus or fire apparatus, every motor vehicle and every 
tractor which is designed and used for drawing another vehicle, 
having an unladen weight of more than ten thousand pounds, 
shall be equipped with full air brakes or hydraulic brakes with 
vacuum power assist or air power assist. All braking systems 
shall be constructed and designed so as to permit modulated 
control of brake application and release by the operator from the 
normal operating position. Every trailer or semi-trailer having 
an unladen weight of more than ten thousand pounds shall be 
equipped with air or electric brakes. One braking system shall 
be so constructed that it can be set to hold the automobile 
stationary. Every motorcycle shall be provided with at least one 
brake adequate to stop it within a proper distance as defined as 
aforesaid. Every automobile used on a way by a person in 
giving driving instruction for compensation shall be equipped 
with dual brake controls whereby he may apply the brake while 
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the pupil is driving. Every motor vehicle so operated shall be 
provided with a muffler or other suitable device to prevent 
unnecessary noise and with a suitable bell, horn or other means 
of signalling, with suitable lamps, and with a lock, key or other 
device to prevent such vehicle from being set in motion by 
unauthorized persons, or otherwise contrary to the will of the 
owner or person in charge thereof. Every automobile operated 
during the period from one half an hour after sunset to one half 
an hour before sunrise, and during any other period when 
visibility is reduced by atmospheric conditions so as to render 
dangerous further operation without lights being displayed, shall 
display at least two lighted white headlamps with at least one 
mounted at each side of the front of the vehicle or if parked 
within the limits of a way at least one white or amber light on 
the side of the automobile nearer the center of the way, and 
every motorcycle so operated at least one white headlamp and 
every such motorcycle with a sidecar attached, in addition, one 
such light on the front of the sidecar, and every motor truck, 
trailer and commercial motor vehicle used solely as such, having 
a carrying capacity of three tons or over, in addition, an amber 
light attached to the extreme left of the front of such vehicle, 
so attached and adjusted as to indicate the extreme left lateral 
extension of the vehicle or load, which shall in all cases aforesaid 
be visible not less than two hundred feet in the direction toward 
which the vehicle is proceeding or facing; provided, that an 
automobile need display no light when parked within the limits of 
a way in a space in which unlighted parking is permitted by the 
rules or regulations of the board or officer having control of 
such way. Every motor vehicle and trailer so operated shall be 
equipped with two rear lights mounted one at each side of the 
rear of the vehicle so as to show two red lights from behind and 
a white light so arranged as to illuminate and not obscure the 
rear number plate and shall be equipped with two stop lights 
mounted and displayed in a like manner of a type complying with 
minimum standards for construction and performance as the 
registrar may prescribe; provided, however, that a two-wheeled 
motorcycle, an antique motor car and a farm tractor need be 
equipped with only one such rear red light and one suitable stop 
light in addition to the number plate illuminator; and provided, 
further, that a trailer having a gross weight of three thousand 
pounds or less which does not obscure the required lights of the 
towing vehicle need be equipped with only one such rear red 
light and one white light so arranged as to illuminate and not 
obscure the rear number plate. No motor vehicle so operated, 
except fire apparatus, ambulances, or school buses, shall display 
a red light in the direction which the vehicle is proceeding or 
facing; and no motor vehicle, except a vehicle used solely for 
official business by any police department of the commonwealth 
or its political subdivisions or any railroad police department 
within the commonwealth, shall display a blue light in the direction 
toward which the vehicle is proceeding or facing; provided, 
however, that the registrar by rules and regulations may permit 
other vehicles to display such blue lights. A fire department 
chaplain may display a flashing red light on his vehicle. The 
registrar may also make such rules and regulations governing or 



ACTS, 1978 — Chap. 439 517 

prohibiting the forward display of such other lights on motor 
vehicles as he may deem necessary for public safety. In no 
event, however, shall the registrar prohibit any commercial auto 
parts dealer, motor vehicle repair shop or station from selling, 
offering for sale or installing quartz-halogen headlamps which 
receive a certificate of approval from the American Association of 
Motor Vehicles Administrators or which meet the standards of the 
Canadian Standard Association (CSA) nor shall any provision of 
this section prohibit any person from using, purchasing or 
installing a quartz-halogen headlamp as herein described. Every 
motor vehicle or trailer so operated which carries a load or 
object extending four feet or more beyond the cab or body of 
such vehicle shall display at the extreme rear end of such load 
or object a red light plainly visible from a distance of at least 
five hundred feet to the sides and rear, and shall display in 
place thereof a red flag or cloth not less than twelve inches 
square during the period when motor vehicles are not required 
to display lights. Every commercial motor vehicle or trailer 
weighing, with its load, more than twelve thousand pounds, 
shall, in addition to such rear light, be equipped with a red 
reflector of a type complying with such minimum standards for 
construction and performance as the registrar may prescribe, so 
placed at the rear of such vehicle as to reflect rays of light 
thrown upon such reflector from behind. No headlamp or rear 
lamp shall be used on any motor vehicle so operated unless such 
headlamp or rear lamp is of a type complying with such minimum 
standards for construction and performance as the registrar may 
prescribe. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with at least 
one mirror so placed and adjusted as to afford the operator a 
clear, reflected view of the highway to the rear and left side of 
the vehicle. Every motor vehicle or trailer, excepting passenger 
motor vehicles, operated in or upon any way shall be equipped 
with suitable guards which will effectively reduce the spray or 
splash to the rear of mud, water or slush caused by the rear 
wheels thereof. Every passenger motor vehicle which is equipped 
with tires which extend beyond the fenders or body of such 
vehicle and which is operated in or upon any way shall be 
equipped with flaps or suitable guards to reduce such spray or 
splash to the rear and sides. Every motor vehicle registered in 
the commonwealth which is privately owned and operated and 
designed for the carriage of passengers and which is used 
primarily for pleasure or for pleasure and business, including 
every such vehicle furnished for hire by a rental car agency but 
excluding every such vehicle used for public or commercial 
purposes, shall be equipped with two seat safety belts for the 
use of occupants of the front seats. No safety belt installed in 
a motor vehicle in accordance with the provisions of this section 
or in accordance with the provisions of federal law or the rules 
or regulations issued by the United States Department of Trans
portation, shall be removed from said motor vehicle except for 
the purpose of repairs. Every motor vehicle registered in the 
commonwealth shall be equipped with a device to permit the front 
and rear directional signals to flash simultaneously, said device 
to be operated only when the vehicle is disabled or stopped in 
the event of emergency on or at the side of any way. Every 
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person operating a motorcycle or riding as a passenger on a 
motorcycle or in a sidecar attached to a motorcycle shall wear 
protective head gear conforming with such minimum standards of 
construction and performance as the registrar may prescribe, 
and no person operating a motorcycle shall permit any other 
person to ride as a passenger on such motorcycle or jn a sidecar 
attached to such motorcycle unless such passenger is wearing 
such protective head gear. If a motorcycle is not equipped with 
a windshield or screen, the operator of such motorcycle shall 
wear eye glasses, goggles or a protective face shield when 
operating such vehicle. Every motor vehicle truck with dump 
bodies shall be equipped with an adequate audible warning 
system to alert the operator when the dump body is in an upright 
and elevated position. 

SECTION 2. Said section 7 of said chapter 90 is hereby 
further amended by striking out the fourth paragraph, added by 
chapter 25 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph :-

No person shall sell, offer for sale or install on, or in, any 
motor vehicle or trailer, any component, device or substance, 
other than quartz-halogen lights, which does not comply with the 
federal motor vehicle safety standard, if any, established for 
such component, device or substance. Nothing in this act shall 
prevent the registrar from prescribing minimum standards for 
any component, device, or substance for which no federal motor 
vehicle safety standard is or ha$ been established and no person 
shall sell, offer for sale or install on, or in, any motor vehicle 
or trailer, any such component, device or substance which does 
not comply with the said standards so prescribed. 

Approved July 13, 1978 

Chap. 440. AN ACT MANDATING THAT FIRE AND CASUALTY 
INSURANCE COMPANIES MAY NOT REQUIRE OF 
AGENTS AND BROKERS PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
CURRENT EARLIER THAN FIFTY DAYS OF THE 
CLOSE OF THE MONTH IN WHICH SUCH FIRE AND 
CASUALTY POLICIES ARE WRITTEN OR EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THE POLICY. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Section 163 of chapter 175 of the General Laws, as most recently 
amended by section 2 of chapter 1000 of the acts of 1977, is 
hereby further amended by adding the following paragraph:-

No company shall require of any independent insurance agent 
or broker for fire or casualty insurance, or both, if said insurance 
agent or broker is not an employee of said company, payment for 
any policy of insurance or of accounts current earlier than fifty 
days of the close of the month in which such fire or casualty 
policies are delivered to the agent or fifty days of the close of 
the month in which the policy becomes effective, whichever is 
later. 

Approved July 13, 1978 


