
HOUSE . . . . No. 2017
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Dearborn of Somer-

ville, for a bill with the same title (House, No. 1896). May 12.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to the listing of voters in the city

OF LYNN.

1 Section 1. There is hereby established in the city
2 of Lynn a listing board composed of the chief of police
3 and the board of election commissioners. The chair-
-4 man of the board of election commissioners for the
5 time being shall be the chairman of said listing board,
6 hereinafter called the board.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfje Commontocaltb of S@assacfcuoctto

1 Section 2. The board shall, within the first
2 twenty week days of January in each year, by itself
3 or by assistants of the board of election commissioners,
4 or by police officers of said city, or both, visit every
5 building in said city, and, after diligent inquiry, make
6 true lists, on cards or otherwise, arranged by streets,
7 wards and voting precincts, and containing, as nearly
8 as the board can ascertain, the name, age, occupation,
9 nationality if not a citizen of the United States, and
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10 residence, on the first day of January in the current
11 year, and the residence on the first day of January
12 in the preceding year, of every person, twenty years
13 of age or upward, residing in said city. The board
14 shall designate in such lists all buildings used as
15 residences by such persons, in their order on the
16 street where they are situated, by giving the number
17 or other definite description of every such building
18 so that it can readily be identified, and shall place
19 opposite the number or other description of every
20 such building the name, age, nationality if not a citi-
-21 zen of the United States, and occupation of every
22 such person residing therein on the first day of Jan-
-23 uary in the current year, and his residence on the first
24 day of January in the preceding year. If in any year
25 the listing board shall believe it to be impracticable,
26 because of any public exigency requiring unusual
27 service from the police force of the city, to complete
28 within the first twenty week days of January the
29 said visitation and listing, it may take such further
30 time therefor, not exceeding ten week days, as it shall
31 deem necessary.
32 The board shall place in the lists made by it,
33 opposite the name of every such person, the name of
34 the inmate, owner or occupant of the building, or the
35 name and residence of any other person, who gives
36 the information relating to such person.
37 The board shall, upon the personal application of
38 a person listed for the correction of any error in its
39 lists, or whenever informed of any such error, make
40 due investigation, and upon proof thereof correct the
41 same on its lists. The board of election commissioners
42 shall thereupon proceed to revise and correct the
43 registers under the provisions of section fifty-eight
44 of chapter fifty-one of the General Laws. The listing
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45 board, in the case of a person liable to be assessed a
46 poll tax, shall immediately after making any such
47 correction notify the assessors thereof, who shall cor-
-48 rect their copies of said lists.

1 Section 3. Said board shall, on or before the
2 twenty-fifth day of April, in each year, transmit to
3 the assessors certified lists taken from the lists pre-
-4 pared as provided in the preceding section, containing
5 the name, age, occupation, nationality, if not a citizen
6 of the United States, and residence, on the first day
7 of January in the current year, and the residence on
8 the first day of January in the preceding year, of every
9 person, twenty years of age or upward, residing in

10 said city, and shall promptly transmit to the as-
-11 sessors notice of every addition to and correction
12 in the lists made by it. Instead of visiting every
13 building in said city and making their own lists for
14 assessment of poll taxes, the assessors may use the
15 lists prepared by the listing board, or such parts
16 thereof as they deem advisable. The listing board
17 shall furnish all information in its possession neces-

-18 sary to aid the assessors in the performance of their
19 duties.

1 Section 4. The board shall, on or before the first
2 day of June in each year, prepare printed copies of
3 the lists prepared under the preceding section. The
4 board shall print such lists in pamphlet form by
5 precincts, deliver to the assessors as many copies
6 thereof as they may require, and hold the remain-
-7 ing copies for public distribution.

1 Section 5. If a person, twenty years of age or

2 upward, resident in said city of Lynn on the first day
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3 of January, was not listed by the board, he shall, in
4 order to establish his right to be listed, appear before
5 the board of election commissioners at such time as
6 it may designate, the members of which are hereby
7 authorized to administer oaths for this purpose, and
8 present under oath a statement in writing that he
9 was on said day a resident of said city, giving his

10 name, age, occupation, nationality, if not a citizen
11 of the United States, and residence on the first day
12 of January in the current year and his residence on
13 the first day of January in the preceding year.
14 A person, twenty years of age or upward, who
15 becomes a resident of said city after the first day of
16 January and desires to be listed, shall appear before
17 any member of the board of election commissioners,
18 each of whom is hereby authorized to administer
19 oaths for the purpose, and present a statement in
20 writing under oath that the applicant became a resi-
-21 dent of said city at least six months immediately
22 prior to the election at which he claims the right to
23 vote, giving his name, age, nationality, if not a citi-
-24 zen of the United States, occupation and his present
25 residence, the date when he became a resident of said
26 city, and his residence on the first day of January in
27 the current year and on such other dates as the board
28 of election commissioners may require.
29 If the board of election commissioners, after in-
-30 vestigation and report by the chief of police or a
31 police officer detailed by him, is satisfied that such
32 statements are true, it shall give the applicant a
33 certificate that he was a resident of said city on said
34 first day of January, which certificate shall state his
35 name, age, occupation, nationality, if not a citizen
36 of the United States, and residence on the first day
37 of January in the preceding year, or a certificate
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38 that he became a resident of said city at least six
39 months immediately preceding the election, which
40 certificate shall state his name, age, occupation, ra-
il tionality, if not a citizen of the United States, and
42 present residence, the date when he became a resi-
-43 dent of said city, and his residence on the first day
44 of January in the current year and on the other dates
45 required as aforesaid; but no such application shall
46 be received between the thirtieth day preceding, and
47 the day following, a state or municipal election, and
48 no such person shall be listed or given said certifi-
-49 cate, between the twentieth day preceding, and the
50 day following, such an election The election com-
-51 missioners shall also forthwith transmit to the asses-
-52 sors the names of all persons receiving such certifi-
-53 cates, together with their residences as appearing on
54 said certificates.
55 In every place where oaths are administered for the
56 purpose of listing, the board of election commissioners
57 shall post in a conspicuous place a copy of section
58 seven of chapter fifty-six of the General Laws, printed
59 on white paper with black ink, in type not less than
60 one quarter of an inch wide.

1 Section 6. The board of election commissioners
2 shall keep its office open during such hours as shall be
3 necessary to carry out the provisions of the preced-
-4 ing section.

1 Section 7. The election commissioners shall,
2 after the first day of January in each year, prepare
3 an annual register containing the names of all
4 qualified voters in said city of Lynn for the cur-

-5 rent year, beginning with the first day of January.
6 The names shall be arranged by precincts and, oppo-
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7 site the name of each voter, shall be entered his resi-
-8 dence on the preceding first day of January or on any
9 subsequent day when he became a resident of said

10 city. The election commissioners shall enter in the
11 annual register every name contained in the lists,
12 for the current year, of persons listed by the listing
13 board, giving, as the residence of each person on the
14 first day of January, the place at which he was listed
15 by said board; provided, that in every case they are
16 able to identify the name so listed as that of a person
17 whose name was borne on the voting list of said city
18 at the last preceding election. They shall make all
19 inquiries and investigations necessary to identify
20 such person, and they shall not enter in the annual
21 register the name of a person objected to by any of
22 the election commissioners, until such person has
23 been duly notified and given an opportunity to be
24 heard by them, and shall have appeared and satisfied
25 them of his right to have his name so entered. They
26 shall forthwith enter in the annual register the name
27 of every person whose qualifications as a voter have
28 been determined by them in the current year and
29 whose name has accordingly been entered in the gen-
-30 eral register. They shall, on or before the first Mon-
-31 day of August in each year, send notice in writing by
32 mail to each voter of the preceding year whose name
33 has not been entered in the annual register of the cur-
-34 rent year that his name has not been so entered.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect on the thirty-
-2 first day of December in the current year.






