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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House
Bill 1999, entitled, “An Act relative to the member-
ship OF CERTAIN WAR VETERANS IN THE CONTRIBUTORY

RETIREMENT SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF MEDFORD.”
In a veto message dated April 12, 1938, I called to the

attention of the legislature, in dealing with a matter
relating to contributory pensions, that attempts were
being made to break down the contributory pension
system throughout the Commonwealth.

I specifically pointed out the following:

The decision of the voters of Massachusetts was overwhelmingly
convincing that they believed in contributory pension systems.

Sixty-five of the cities and towns of the Commonwealth voted to
adopt Chapter 318. Only the towns of Winchester and Reading re-
jected it.

Even prior to the adoption of Chapter 318 there were ten cities and
the Town of Brookline which preferred to operate under a contribu-
tory pension system.

In March of this year the Town of Hingham, which has a popula
tion of under ten thousand, at a town meeting, voted for the con
tributory system of pensioning.

When the majority of the voters of Massachusetts have voiced
their regard for contributory pensions less than two years ago, it does
not seem expedient to adopt a different attitude.

Nevertheless, House Bill 1999 has been presented to
me by the Legislature for my approval.

If I were to sign this bill then employees in other
cities and towns would naturally expect legislation simi-
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lar in effect. The obvious result would be the perpetua-
tion of the operation of non-contributory pension plans.

I still believe that the voters of Massachusetts, having
determined this issue as previously pointed out, have
the right to expect that their intent shall be carried out
for all purposes.

Therefore, I am accordingly returning to your honor-
able bodies, this bill without my signature.

CHARLES F. HURLEY,
Governor.


