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House of Representatives, August 17, 1938.
The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was

referred the message from His Excellency the Governor
recommending removal of certain restrictions on expendi-
tures by the Metropolitan District Water Supply Com-
mission in completing the Quabbin Project and con-
structing a pressure tunnel, and that an additional sum
of money be borrowed for these purposes (House, No.
2219), report the accompanying bill (House, No. 2223).

For the committee,

ALBERT F. BIGELOW

C&c Commontoealtf) of *passac6usetto
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to the purchase of lands and the

CONSTRUCTION OF WORKS FOR IMPROVING THE DISTRI-

BUTION OF WATER FROM THE SOURCES OF SUPPLY TO

THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT AND MORE ADE-

QUATELY PREVENTING POLLUTION OF THE SOURCES OF

WATER SUPPLY Of SAID DISTRICT, AND RELATIVE TO THE

EMERGENCY PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would,
2 in part, defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. Chapter four hundred and sixty of
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight is
3 hereby amended by striking out section one and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 1. The metropolitan district water sup-
-6 ply commission, established under chapter three
7 hundred and seventy-five of the acts of nineteen
8 hundred and twenty-six, hereinafter called the com-
-9 mission, is hereby authorized, for the purpose of

10 improving the distribution of water from the sources
11 of supply to the metropolitan water district and more

Cbe Commontuealtb crt 00as$acbusetts

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:
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12 adequately preventing pollution of the sources of
13 water supply of said district, to construct forthwith
14 (1) a pressure aqueduct from a point on the Wachu-
15 sett aqueduct of said district at or near the terminal
16 chamber, so-called, in the city of Marlborough, to a
17 point on the Weston aqueduct of said district near
18 its Sudbury dam in the town of Southborough; (2)
19 additional pipe lines to supplement existing lines in
20 the two Weston aqueduct siphons, so-called, in the
21 towns of Framingham and Wayland; (3) a pressure
22 aqueduct from a point on said Weston aqueduct at
23 or near the terminal chamber, so-called, in the town
24 of Weston, to a point near the Chestnut Hill pump-
25 ing station in the city of Boston; (4) a pipe line from
26 the Spot Pond south gatehouse, so-called, in the
27 city of Medford, to the Spot Pond pumping station
28 in the town of Stoneham; (5) such other works as
29 may be necessary or desirable to deliver the entire
30 regular supply of the district from its Wachusett
31 reservoir directly to the district, to eliminate from
32 the watersheds of the district all sources of pollution,
33 and to eliminate from regular use its Sudbury water
34 supply system and its Chestnut Hill and Spot Pond
35 distributing reservoirs; (6) an additional pressure
36 aqueduct between the two aforesaid pressure aque-
37 ducts, which three pressure aqueducts will consti-
38 tute a single continuous pressure aqueduct from
39 said point on the Wachusett aqueduct at or near the
40 terminal chamber to said point near the Chestnut
41 Hill pumping station; (7) a high level distributing
42 reservoir with connections to said continuous pres-
43 sure aqueduct; (8) an enlargement of the Middlesex
44 Fells distributing reservoir of the district; (9) an
45 enlargement of the Waban Hill distributing reser-
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voir of the district; and (10) such other works as
may be necessary or desirable to deliver the entire
regular supply of the district under increased pressure.

46
47
48

So much of said continuous pressure aqueduct as
crosses the Sudbury reservoir and so much thereof
as lies east of a point near the terminal chamber, so-

called, of the Weston aqueduct shall be constructed
as pressure tunnels; and the entire works herein
authorized shall so far as practicable be designed and
constructed at such grade and of such capacity and
otherwise that they can be used as a part of a future
system of distribution by pressure conduits and
tunnels for the entire distance between the terminal
chamber, so-called, of the Wachusett aqueduct and
various points of delivery which may later be con-
structed in substantial accordance with plans and
recommendations of the joint board consisting of the
metropolitan district water supply commission and
the department of public health as contained in its
report to the general court in the year nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-seven, printed as house document
number two hundred and sixty-two of the current
year. The commission may for the purposes afore-
said acquire, install and operate such machinery,
pumps and other appurtenances of any kind which
may from time to time be found necessary or desir-
able for carrying out the purposes of this act.
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For the purpose of providing for the future exten-
sion and improvement of the distribution system,
the commission, on behalf of the commonwealth,
may take by purchase or otherwise such lands and
other property along or near the line of the proposed
pressure conduits and tunnels as it may deem neces-
sary or desirable in preparation for the future use of
the same as a part of the water supply system.
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81 The proposed works and appurtenances ana prop-
-82 erty incidental thereto, when completed, shall be
83 turned over to the metropolitan district commission,
84 and shall be thereafter maintained by it as a part of
85 the metropolitan water system under chapter ninety-

-86 two of the General Laws, with all the powers and
87 duties conferred and imposed upon it by said chapter
88 and conferred and imposed upon the metropolitan
89 district water supply commission by this act.
90 In constructing the works authorized by this act and
91 carrying out the provisions thereof, the commission
92 shall proceed with the organization and in the man-

-93 ner provided by said chapter three hundred and sev-

-94 enty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-

-95 six and by chapter three hundred and twenty-one of
96 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, with
97 all the powers and duties conferred and imposed
98 thereby; and the funds provided for metropolitan
99 water supply purposes by said chapter three hun-

-100 dred and seventy-five and said chapter three hun-
-101 dred and twenty-one are hereby made available for
102 carrying out the purposes of this act; provided, that,
103 except as hereinafter provided, of the total amount

104 authorized to be expended under said chapters the
105 commission shall not, during the period beginning
106 December first, nineteen hundred and thirty-seven,

107 and ending November thirtieth, nineteen hundred
108 and forty-one, make any expenditures for any pur-

-109 pose whatsoever under said chapters and this act, or

110 any of them, or enter into any contracts or incur

111 any other liabilities for services to be performed or

112 for materials to be furnished during said period
113 under said chapters and this act, or any of them,

114 which, together with any liabilities theretofore in-

-115 curred by the commission thereunder and remaining
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116 unpaid or unsatisfied as of said December first, will
117 be in excess of the sum of ten million dollars; and
118 provided, further, that, notwithstanding the fore-
-119 going provisions, the commission may make such
120 additional expenditures as will not exceed the
121 amount of the proceeds of bonds issued prior to
122 November thirtieth, nineteen hundred and thirty-
-123 seven, and remaining unexpended as of that date,
124 and, subject to the conditions hereinafter imposed,
125 may also expend federal funds granted for the works
126 authorized by said chapters and this act, or any of
127 them.

1 Section 2. Section five of said chapter four
2 hundred and sixty is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “Northborough” in the seventh line
4 the word; ,

Natick, so as to read as follows:
5 Section 5. Whenever the commission shall dig up
6 any street or highway as aforesaid it shall restore
7 the same to as good order and condition as the same
8 was in when such digging commenced, and the com-
-9 monwealth shall at all times indemnify and save

10 harmless the cities of Boston, Marlborough, Med-
-11 ford and Newton and the towns of Framingham,
12 Northborough, Natick, Southborough, Stoneham,
13 Wayland and Weston against all damages which
14 may be recovered against them, respectively, and
15 shall reimburse to them respectively all expenses
16 which they shall incur, by reason of any defect or
17 want of repair in any street or highway caused by
18 the construction of works under this act or by the
19 maintaining or repairing of the same; provided, that
20 the commonwealth shall have due and reasonable
21 notice of all claims for such damages or injury and
22 an opportunity to make a legal defence thereto.
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2 is hereby further amended by adding at the end the
3 four following new sections:
4 Section 8. The commonwealth may, for the pur-
5 pose of carrying out as a federal project the works
6 or any part thereof authorized by said chapters
7 three hundred and seventy-five and three hundred
8 and twenty-one and this act, or any of them, ac-
9 cept and use any grant of federal funds under any

10 federal law, authority to make application therefor
11 being hereby granted to the emergency public
12 works commission, established under section one of
13 chapter three hundred and sixty-five of the acts of
14 nineteen hundred and thirty-three. No such proj-
15 ect shall be undertaken unless it is approved, as
16 hereinafter provided, by the said emergency public
17 works commission and by the governor. No pay-

18 ment shall be made or obligation incurred for the
19 carrying out of any such project upon its approval
20 by said emergency public works commission and
21 the governor and its approval for federal aid by the
22 proper federal authorities, until plans, specifications
23 and contracts therefor, and alterations thereto sub-
24 sequently proposed, have been approved by saic
25 emergency public works commission, unless other
26 wise provided by such rules or regulations as said
27 commission may make. Said emergency public
28 works commission shall, in addition to the powers
29 and duties heretofore conferred and imposed upon
30 it, exercise and perform the powers and duties here-
31 inafter conferred or imposed upon it, and the pro-

32 visions of said section which relate to action by said
33 commission shall apply in the case of action by it
34 under this act. Any such project, when so approved,
35 shall be carried out in all respects subject to the pro-

1 Section 3. Said chapter four hundred and sixty
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36 visions of the appropriate federal law providing for
37 construction of projects of that class, and the rules
38 and regulations made pursuant thereto, and to such
39 terms, conditions, rules and regulations, not incon-
-40 sistent with such federal laws and rules and regula-
-41 tions, as said commission may establish, with the
42 approval of the governor, to ensure the proper exe-
-43 cution of such project.
44 Section 9. The metropolitan district water sup-
-45 ply commission, in addition to any powers expressly
46 given by statute, shall have such powers as may be
47 determined and certified by the emergency public
48 works commission to be proper and reasonably neces-
-49 sary to carry out any such project. Said emergency
50 public works commission is hereby authorized to
51 make any necessary orders, rules and regulations,
52 and perform all necessary actions under this act;
53 and none of such orders, rules, regulations and
54 actions shall be declared inoperative, illegal or void
55 for any omission of a technical nature in respect
56 thereto.
57 Section 10. In order to provide funds to carry
58 out any such project, in anticipation of the receipt
59 by the commonwealth of contributions therefor due
60 from the federal government under agreements for
61 grants, the state treasurer, with the approval of
62 the governor, may borrow from time to time, on the
63 credit of the commonwealth, such amounts as may
64 be certified by the emergency public works commis-
-65 sion to be necessary to provide such temporary
66 funds, but not exceeding at the time of any such
67 certification the balance of such federal grants then
68 remaining unpaid, and the state treasurer may issue
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69 and renew notes of the commonwealth therefor,
tearing interest payable at such times and at such
rates as shall be fixed by him, with the approval of
the governor. The term of such notes shall not ex-
ceed one year, as recommended by the governor
to the general court in accordance with section 3
of Article LXII of the amendments to the con-
stitution of the commonwealth. All notes issued
hereunder shall be signed by the state treasurer,
approved by the governor and countersigned by
the comptroller.
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Section 11. The existence of the emergency pub-
lic works commission, established by chapter three
hundred and sixty-five of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-three, as extended by chapter three
hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred
and thirty-five, by chapter three hundred and thirty-
eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
seven and by section one of chapter twenty of the
acts of the current year, is hereby further extended
to November thirtieth, nineteen hundred and forty-
one. Said commission shall have the same rights,
powers, duties and obligations with respect to the
subject matter of the foregoing provisions of this
act as is provided in section one of chapter three
hundred and sixty-five of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-three, as amended, relative to the
subject matter of said chapter three hundred and
sixty-five, and, except as hereinafter provided, the
provisions of said section shall continue to apply.
Each appointive member of the commission shall
receive from the commonwealth as compensation for
each day’s attendance at meetings of the commis-

80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101



HOUSE —No. 2223. [Aug. 1938.10

102
103
104
105
106

sion, the sum of thirty dollars; provided, that the
total amount paid under said section one, as amended,
and under the foregoing provisions of this act to
any such member shall not exceed three thousand
dollars in any period of twelve months.
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