
No. 46HOUSE
Accompanying the eighth recommendation of the Commissioner of Insurance

(House, No. 38). Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act relative to summonses for violations op the motor
VEHICLE LAWS, REQUIRING PILING OF COPIES THEREOF AND PRO-
VIDING FOR AN AUDIT SYSTEM IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide a system of summonses
3 for violations of the motor vehicle laws, requiring filing of copies
4 thereof and providing for an audit system in connection there-
-5 with, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
6 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public safety
7 and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 Chapter 592 of the acts of 1961 is hereby amended by strik-
2 ing out lines 1 to 77 inclusive thereof, except the word, “such,”
3 which appears at the end of said line 77, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 27. Whenever a person is halted by a police officer or
6 registry of motor vehicles investigator or examiner for any vio-
7 lation of any statute, by-law, ordinance or regulation relating to

-8 the operation or control of motor vehicles other than violations
• 9 of section twenty A, the police officer or registry of motor ve-

10 hides investigator or examiner shall give notice forthwith to the
11 offender at the time and place of the violations, such notice to
12 constitute a summons, except as herein specified, to appear be-
-13 fore the district court having jurisdiction or the Boston municipal
14 court at the time and place designated in said notice.
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15 Such notice shall be consecutively numbered and consist of
16 four parts: (1) the complaint, the reverse side of which shall be
17 for the court record; (2) the registry of motor vehicles record,
18 which shall be a copy of the complaint, the reverse side of which
19 shall be for an abstract of the court record; (3) the police record,
20 which shall be a copy of the complaint, the reverse side of which
21 shall be a record of the disposition of the charge; (4) the sum-
-22 mons. Such notice shall contain the substance of the matters
23 appearing on the uniform traffic ticket and complaint approved
24 by the American Bar Association, and set forth in the model rule^fjjf
25 governing procedure in traffic cases, the form of which shall be
26 approved by the administrative committee of the district courts
27 and the chief justice of the Boston municipal court. Such no-
-28 tice shall contain name and address of the offender, the number
29 of his license, if any, to operate motor vehicles, the registration
30 number of the vehicles involved, the time and place of such vio-
-31 lation, and the specific offence charged. Such notice shall be
32 signed by the police officer or registry of motor vehicles investi-
-33 gator or examiner observing such violation.
34 At or before the completion of each tour of duty, the police
35 officer, or registry of motor vehicles investigator or examiner ob-
-36 serving such violation, shall give to his department or division
37 the copies of each notice of such violations. Said department or
38 division shall deposit the complaint and the registry of motor
39 vehicles copy with the court having jurisdiction over the offence
40 at a time not later than the beginning of the next court day
41 after the completion of the tour of duty of the police officer or
42 registry of motor vehicles investigator or examiner.
43 Upon the deposit of the complaint and the registry of motor
44 vehicles copy of such violation with a court having jurisdiction
45 over the offence, said complaint of such violation shall be dis-
-46 posed of only by trial in said court or other official action by a
47 judge of said court.
48 If any person fails to appear in accordance with the require*!
49 ments of such summons, the clerk shall, in the case of a first or-
-50 second offence committed by such person within the jurisdiction
51 of the court, but for no subsequent offence, send such person, by
52 registered mail, return receipt requested, a notice that the com-
-53 plaint is pending, and that, if the person fails to appear within
54 twenty-one davs from the sending of such notice, a warrant for
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55 his arrest shall be issued, and the registrar of motor vehicles
56 notified to suspend his right or license to operate motor vehicles.
57 If any person fails to appear within twenty-one days from the
58 sending of such notice, or in accordance with the summons is-
-59 sued, as the case may be, the court shall issue a warrant for his
60 arrest, and the clerk shall notify the registrar, who shall forth-
-61 with suspend the right of such person to operate motor vehicles,
62 or his license, if any, to operate the same, and shall not reinstate
63 such right or license or issue a renewal thereof to such person
64 until after notice from the clerk of the court disposing of such
65 complaint that the same has been disposed of in accordance with
66 law; and it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court disposing
67 of such complaint to notify the registrar forthwith that such
68 case has been disposed of.
69 Every district court and the Boston municipal court shall
70 provide uniform traffic citations, meeting the requirements of
71 this article, in books to the chief administrative officer of every
72 traffic enforcement agency serving the court district.
73 The chief administrative officer of every such traffic enforce-
-74 ment agency shall be responsible for the issuance of such books
75 and shall maintain a record of every such book and each cita-
-76 tion contained therein issued to individual members of the traffic
77 enforcement agency and shall require and retain a receipt for
78 every book so issued.
79 The chief administrative officer of every traffic enforcement
80 agency shall require the return to him of a copy of every traffic
81 citation issued by an officer under his supervision to an alleged
82 violator of any traffic law or ordinance and of all copies of every
83 citation which has been spoiled or upon which any entry has
84 been made and not issued to an alleged violator.
85 The chief administrative officer of the traffic enforcement
86 agency shall also maintain or cause to be maintained in connec-
-87 tion with every traffic citation issued by an officer under his
88 supervision a record of the disposition of the charge by the court
89 in which the complaint was deposited.
90 Every record of traffic citations required of the chief adminis-
-91 trative officer of the traffic enforcement agency shall be audited
92 quarterly by the court to which said summonses are returnable.




