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DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH
15 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, October 10, 1961.

Hon. Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, Boston
Massachusetts

Dear Sir: In compliance with section 33, chapter 30, of the
General Laws, as amended, I am submitting herewith that part of
the annual report of the Department of Mental Health which con-
tains recommendations for legislative action, with accompanying
drafts of bills.

These drafts have been submitted to the Counsel for the House
of Representatives for his advice and assistance in their preparation.

Very truly your:

HARRY C. SOLOMON, M.D.

Cl)e Commontoealti) of egassac&usettsi

Commissioner.
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The Department is recommending legislation for the following
purposes:

1. An Act authorizing the Department of Mental Health
TO TAKE OR PURCHASE LAND IN THE CITY OF BOSTON FOR THE
Purpose of expanding the Massachusetts Mental
Health Center.

To provide for the obtaining by eminent domain or purchase, or
otherwise, property across the street from the Massachusetts Mental
Health Center. At present there is no state-owned land available
for expansion of this hospital, which is an acute treatment, teaching
and research institution.

In order to provide necessary mental health services at this insti-
tution, including out-patient, day hospital, home visiting services,
research and rehabilitation, additional land must be obtained, as
all state-owned property is now entirely occupied.

2. An Act authorizing the Commissioner of the Department
of Mental Health and the Superintendents of Each
Institution in the Department to endorse and deposit

Checks belonging to Patients.

Patients admitted to mental institutions occasionally have checks
in their possession which they refuse or are unable to endorse, and
which are not sufficient in amount to warrant guardianship pro-
ceedings. This legislation provides for endorsement for the purpose
of deposit only to the credit of the patient. This will prevent the
possibility of loss of funds which could occur by the outlawing of
the instrument by the statute of limitations or cancellation by the
maker.

3. An Act further regulating the Disposition of Unclaimed
Funds.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

This legislation provides for obtaining more readily reimburse-
ment for support from monies in patients’ funds accounts on deposit
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at our institutions in the name of those patients who have died,
escaped or who have been discharged.

4. An Act further defining Certain Duties of the Commis-
sioner of Mental Health.

With the continuing emphasis on graduate degrees in the disci-
plines in the area of mental health, we find difficulty in obtaining
approval of our hospitals and schools in affiliated programs when
the heads of various departments do not meet the minimum standard
of their particular discipline, which is usually the master’s degree.

We also find it increasingly difficult to recruit collegiate trained
personnel for the same reason, as these individuals do not wish to be
employed where the head of the department in our hospitals does
not meet minimum educational standards.
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