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By Mr. Harmon of Boston, petition of Samuel Harmon, Vincent J. Shanley and 
another that provision be made for a city council for the city of Boston consisting 
of twenty-two members to be elected from each ward in said city. Cities.

Cf)e Commorttoealtf) of 9@a.ssacf)usetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  c i t y  c o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  b o s t o n

CONSISTING OF T W E N TY -T W O  M EM BERS TO BE COMPRISED OF A 
COUNCILLOR FROM EACH W AR D.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 452 of the acts of 1948 is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 14, as appearing in section 1 of chapter
3 376 of the acts of 1951, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
4 lowing section: —
5 Section I f .  Beginning with the biennial municipal election
6 to be held in the year nineteen hundred and sixty-three there
7 shall be a city council to consist of twenty-two members, each
8 member to be elected for a two-year term by and from the voters
9 of each ward in said city.

1 S e c t io n  2. The first paragraph of section 56 of said chapter
2 452, as appearing in section 2 of said chapter 376, is hereby
3 amended by  striking out, in line 5, the word “ fifteen”  and in-
4 serting in place thereof the w ord : —  three, —  so as to read as 

( 5 follows: —  The nomination petition shall be signed, in the case
6 of a candidate for mayor, by at least three thousand registered
7 voters of the city qualified to vote for such candidate at the pre-
8 liminary election, in the case of a candidate for city councillor,
9 by at least three hundred registered voters of the city qualified

10 to vote for such candidate at such election, and, in the case of a
11 candidate for school committeeman, by at least two thousand



12 registered voters of the city qualified to vote for such candidate
13 at such election.

1 S e c t i o n  3. Section 59 of said chapter 452, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by  striking out, in line 4, the words “ nine
3 candidates”  and inserting in place thereof the words: —  one
4 candidate, —  so that the first sentence will read as follows: —
5 At every preliminary election, and every regular election, under
6 Plan A, each voter shall be entitled to vote for not more than
7 one candidate for the office of mayor, not more than one candi-
8 date for the office of city councillor, and not more than five®
9 candidates for the office of school committeeman.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 452 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 61, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section: —
4 Section 61. The two persons receiving at a preliminary elec-
5 tion under Plan A  the highest number of votes for nomination
6 for the office of mayor shall be deemed to have been nominated
7 for said office; the two persons in each ward at such an election
8 under Plan A receiving the highest number of votes for nomina-
9 tion for the office of city councillor; and the ten persons receiv-

10 ing at such an election under Plan A  the highest number of
11 votes for nomination for the office of school committeeman
12 shall be deemed to have been nominated for said office. If a
13 preliminary election under Plan A  results in a tie vote among
14 candidates for nomination receiving the lowest number of votes,
15 which, but for said tie vote, would entitle a person receiving the
16 same to be deemed to have been nominated, all persons par-
17 ticipating in said tie vote shall be deemed to have been nom-
18 mated, although in consequence there be printed on the official
19 ballot to be used at the regular election names to a number ex-
20 ceeding twice the number to be elected.

1 Section 5. A petition, as hereinafter described, addressed to
2 the board of election commissioners and signed by qualified *
3 voters of the city to a number equal at least to ten per cent of
4 the registered voters at the state election next preceding the
5 filing of the petition may be filed with the board of election
6 commissioners not later than five o ’clock of the afternoon of
7 the first Wednesday in July in the current year, and such peti-



8 tion shall set forth the following question: “ Shall the city of
9 Boston accept an act passed by the general court in the year

10 nineteen hundred and sixty-two, entitled ‘ An Act providing for
11 a city council for the city of Boston consisting of twenty-two
12 members to be comprised of a representative from each w ard’ ? ”
13 The petition shall be in the form  of separate sheets; and each
14 sheet of said petition shall be in substantially the following form :

To the Board of Election Commissioners, City of Boston:

We, the undersigned, qualified voters of the City of Boston, respectfully peti
tion you to cause to be submitted to a vote of the voters of the City of Boston the 
following question: —  (insert question, as set forth above)

C
h

e
c

k S i g n a t u r e s

(To be made in person 
with name as registered)

R e s i d e n c e  O n 
J a n u a r y  1, 19

Street and N um ber, 
if any

W ’d P ’ct
N o w  L i v i n g  A t

Street and N um ber, 
if  any

W’ d P ’ ct

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .

B o s t o n ,  , 19
S u f f o l k , s s .

The undersigned, being the circulator or circulators of this paper, severally 
certify, under the pains and penalties of perjury, that the persons whose names 
are written upon the lines the numbers of which appear opposite our signatures 
below, signed the same in person.

N a m e s  a n d  A d d r e s s e s  o f  P e r s o n s  
C i r c u l a t i n g  T h i s  P a p e r Numbers o f Lines U pon Which 

Appear Signatures as to Which

Name Address
Certification is Made H ereby

I



15 The signature of any petitioner which is not so certified shall
16 not be counted in determining the number of petitioners.
17 A  separate typewritten sheet in substantially the aforesaid
18 form, signed by at least ten and not more than fifteen qualified
19 voters of the city, shall, not earlier than the first Wednesday of
20 April in the current year, be presented to the board of election
21 commissioners. W ithin forty-eight hours after the presentation
22 of said typewritten sheet said board shall certify thereon the
23 number of signatures which are the names of qualified voters in
24 the c ity ; and if said typewritten sheet contain the signatures ofoe
25 at least ten qualified voters as aforesaid, said board shall within™
26 ten days after the presentation of said typewritten sheet pro-
27 vide blanks for the use of subsequent signers, sufficient in num-
28 ber to contain spaces for signatures equal at least to twenty times
29 the number of signatures required as above provided, shall print
30 at the top of each blank the question set forth on said type-
31 written sheet, together with the names and residences of the
32 certified signers, and shall number each of said blanks consecu-
33 tively. Said typewritten sheet shall upon presentation be photo-
34 stated by  said board and shall within ten days after presenta-
35 tion be returned by  said board to the signers or any one of them,
36 who shall offer said typew'ritten sheet for filing with the printed
37 sheets as hereinafter provided. The petition shall consist solely
38 of the typewritten sheet and of printed sheets provided by said
39 board as aforesaid.
40 Such separate sheets, containing at least the required number
41 of signatures of qualified voters as aforesaid, shall not be offered
42 for filing separately but shall be offered as one petition, and
43 when so filed, together the several papers shall be deemed to
44 constitute the petition, and the name and address of the per-
45 son presenting the same for filing shall be endorsed thereon.
46 The board of election commissioners shall forthwith examine
47 the petition and certify thereon the number of signatures which
48 are the names of qualified voters in the city, except that said^j
49 board need not certify a greater number of names than is equal®
50 in number to twelve per cent of the registered voters at the
51 state election next preceding the filing of the petition, and said
52 board shall attach thereon its certificate showing the results of
53 such examination. The petition shall, when filed, be a matter
54 of public record, but it shall not be open to public inspection



55 until after certification of the signatures thereon. N ot later
56 than thirty days after the petition has been filed with them, said
57 election commissioners shall complete such certification. The
58 provisions of law relative to the signing and circulating of nom-
59 ination papers of candidates for office in the city and to the
60 identification and certification of names thereon and submission
61 to the board of election commissioners therefor shall apply, so
62 far as apt, to the signing of petitions hereunder.
63 Any petition certified by the board of election commissioners 

A64 as not containing at least the required number of signatures as
65 aforesaid, or found by the state ballot law commission, upon
66 appeal as provided in section four, not to contain at least said
67 required number of valid certified signatures as herein provided,
68 shall be invalid and insufficient. The board of election commis-
69 sioners and the state ballot law commission shall receipt in
70 writing for the petition submitted to and received by them and
71 shall deliver the petition only on receiving written receipt
72 therefor.

1 Section 5. If any question arises as to the validity or suffi-
2 ciency of the petition or of the signatures thereon, any registered
3 voter of the city may appeal for a determination of such ques-
4 tion by filing a notice of such appeal with the board of election
5 commissioners within forty-five days after the filing of said peti-
6 tion. If a notice of such appeal has been so filed with the board
7 of election commissioners, said board shall, not later than five
8 days after receiving such notice, transmit all such appeals, to-
9 gether with the petition, to the state ballot law commission,

10 which shall investigate all questions raised by  such appeal or
11 appeals, and for such purpose may exercise all the powers con-
12 ferred upon it relative to objections to nominations for state
13 offices. N ot later than thirty days after the petiton has been
14 transmitted to it, said ballot law commission shall complete its
15 consideration of all such appeals, shall render a decision thereon 

* 1 6  which shall state its finding as to the validity and sufficiency of
17 the petition, and shall forthwith transmit notice of its decision,
18 together with the petition, to the board of election commissioners.
19 The decision of the state ballot law commission shall be final.
20 If the board of election commissioners shall have certified that
21 the petition contains at least the required number of signatures



22 and if, upon an appeal or appeals taken in accordance with this
23 section, all proceedings of appeal relative to such petition shall
24 have been decided by the state ballot law commission in favor
25 of the validity or sufficiency of such petition or signatures, the
26 question of the adoption of the act, as stated in the petition,
27 shall be printed on all ballots used at the biennial state election
28 to be held in the current year. If a majority of the voters in
29 the city voting on such question at such election vote in the
30 affirmative, the provisions of the act so adopted which relate to
31 the nomination and election of elective officers shall take effectfB
32 on the first M onday of January, nineteen hundred and sixty-
33 three.

1 Section 6. Questions two and three of section three of chap-
2 ter four hundred and fifty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and forty-eight are hereby repealed.

«


