
HOUSE No. 516
By Mr. Curtiss of Sheffield, petition of Sidney Q. Curtiss for legislation to per-

mit new residents in the Commonwealth to vote in presidential elections. Elec-
tion Laws.

I In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act authorizing new residents to vote in presidential

ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 51 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
2 sorting after section ID the following two sections:
3 Section lE. A person who has been a resident of this state
4 for less than a year prior to the date of a presidential election
5 shall be entitled to vote for the presidential and vice presidential
6 electors in such election, but for no other officers; provided, he
7 was either a qualified elector in another state immediately prior
8 to his removal to this state or would have been eligible to vote
9 in such other state had he remained there until such election;

10 and provided, further, that he would be a qualified elector under
11 section seventy-eight of chapter fifty-four, except that he has
12 not resided in the commonwealth for one year. Such votes shall
13 be cast by ballot and the state secretary shall prepare and cause
14 to be printed and distributed to the town and city clerks a
15 sufficient number of ballots to be used by persons eligible to
16 vote for the offices of presidential electors only as authorized

.17 herein. At the top of each ballot shall appear the words “New
r.B Resident’s Presidential Elector Ballot” and no such ballot shall
19 afford any opportunity to vote for any office or officer except
20 presidential electors. Such ballots shall be distributed at the
21 same time that other absentee ballots are delivered to such town
22 or city clerks.
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IF. A person qualified under section one E and de-23 S
nd vice presidential electors shall
rrder to vote, but shall apply for

24 siring to vote for presidential
25 not be required to register in
26 and cast his ballot as follows:
27 (1) Application for Ballot. —(a) Applications for ballot shall beit

the town or city clerk of applicant’s residence,8

29 during regular office hours, at any time within one year next
iding a presidential election. The application shall be in the

r affidavit signed in the presence of the town or city
d representative thereof, in substan-

#13 ti

Commonw
County of

that I am a citizen of the United States;
residence, my legal residence was in the

I,
that prior to esf

precin
county of state of and residing at
itreet; that on the date of the next presidential election, I shallbe at least 21 years

of age and that I have been a legal resident of the Commonwealth si:
19. , residing at street, in the precinct of the

that Iward of the (t

have resided in said precinct less than one year, and pursuant to section IE
that I am Qualified to vote for president and vicechapter 51 of the General Laws, that I am qualified to vote ior president and vice

president at the election to be held November , 19. ; and that I hereby
make application for an official ballot

Subscribed and sworn to before me Signed
this day of ,A.D. 19... P.O. Addr

To

34 (b) Upon receipt of an application, the clerk of the town or

35 city shall immediately forward to the applicant’s election clerk,
36 or equivalent official, of his former residence a request for proof
37 that the said applicant was a qualified voter in the said state
38 immediately prior to his removal to the commonwealth, or that
39 he would have been qualified to vote for president and vice presi-
-40 dent or presidential electors, had he remained a legal resident^
41 of such state and complied with said state’s legal requirements."
42 for voting. Said request shall include a form of certificate of
43 proof. The forms of request for proof and certificate of proof,
44 sent to the official of the applicant’s former residence, shall be
45 prepared by the secretary of state.
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(2) Noting Procedure. —■ (a) If satisfied that the certification in
subsection (1) (b ) is in good order, the clerk shall notify the

46
47

satisfactory proof of eligibility has
3 entitled to vote in person for the
; president not sooner than fifteen
prior to the subsequent presidential

applicant, in writing, that
been received and that he :
offices of president and vie
days, nor later than one day
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election. The applicant, upon receiving a ballot containing the
names of candidates for the offices of president and vice presi-
dent, shall mark the ballot in the presence of the clerk, but in
such manner that such officer cannot know how such ballot is
marked. The absentee voter shall then place such marked ballot
in a smaller envelope labeled “New President’s Presidential
Elector Ballot” and seal the same. Said envelope shall then be
placed in a larger envelope on the face of which appears the
certificate of said clerk or other appropriate official. The larger
envelope shall then be sealed and retained by the city or town
clerk who shall deliver such affidavit and envelope, together with
any other absentee ballots received by him as provided by this
chapter, in the manner prescribed by the laws of this common-
wealth, the new resident’s presidential elector ballot shall be
counted in the manner prescribed for other absentee ballots.
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(b) The larger envelope shall bear upon its face the name and
official title of the clerk and upon the other side a printed affi-
davit in substantially the following form:
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Commonwealth of Massachusett
County of

that I am a citizen of the United States,
all be at least 21 years of age, that within

I, , do solemnly swe
that on the day of the next election I
one year from this date I established
am a resident of the precinct

permanent residency in Massachusetts and
the (town) of or of the

ward in the city of
city and the county of . . . .

siding at
,nd the state of Massachusetts; that im-

itate I resided in the state ofmediately prior to my removal to thi:
county of

,
(city) (town

elector at the time of my removal (or'
w

I would vote}U!vr

- in the next presidential election had I
<m Subscribed and sworn to before me

theintairu

this day of ture of vot

iignature of (city) or (town) clerk




